
CAC CHUA NGUYEN Xtf DANG TRONG 
VA VIET NAM NGAY NAY 

MOT CACH NHIN MCtt VE NHA NGUYEN 
Nhan doc tac pham "Xit Dang Trong: Lich su" kinh te-xa hoi Viet Nam 

the ky 17 va 18" cua Li Tana, Dai hoc Quoc Gia Uc, 1991' 

TON THAT THEN 

I- Nha Nguyln va vi?c m& mang bcr coi 
Vi$t Nam 

Lich su* Nha Nguyen co hai giai doan kMc 
biet nhau rat ro 'ret: giai doan I , giai doan cic 
Quia, tiY Nguyln Hoang den Nguyln Phuc Anh; 
va giai doan I I , giai doan cac Vua, tu" Gia Long 
den Bao Dai. Giai doan I keo dai 202 nam, tu" 
liic Nguyln Hoang len d&i Thang Long trS ve 
Thuan Hoa, nam 1600, den luc Nguyen Phuc Anh 
danh bai lay Scfn, vao Thang Long, va xuhg De, 
nam 1802. Giai doan I I keo dai 143 nam, tir nam 
1802, hie Chua Nguyln Phuc Anh xvfngDe, den 
nam 1945, luc Hoang De Bao Dai tuyen bo'thoai 
vi. long cong la 343 nam. Neu ta tru" bdt di 27 
nam nghieng ngfra thdi lay Sdn va cong them 11 
nam tic 1946 den 1957, ma Cyu Hoang Bao Dai 
chi la "Quo'c tnfcfng" tren mot phan lanh thd Viet 
Nam, thi Nha Nguyln da tri vi Viet Nam trong 
329 nam. 

Giai doan I I la. mot giai doan keo dai 143 nam, 
nhung trong do cac Vua Nha. Nguyln chi tri vi 
thyc sifco 81 nam, tu" dau Trieu Gia-Long (1802-
1819), den cuoi Trieu Ty Bute (1847-1883). Trong 
th&i gian con lai, 61 nam, ngU&i tri vi thUc su" la 
Chinh Phu B ao Ho Phap. Trong th&i gian 81 nam, 
thyc ra thi 40 nam da phai danh cho viec xay 
dyhg lai xy s5 sau 27 nam chie'n tranh. Tuy Chua. 
Nguyen Phuc Anh thong nhut dircfc mi6c, xung 
De, va khong con phai dirdng dau vdi lyc lu"dng 
do'i khangnao vi lay Sdn da dietTrinh va Le, va 
Chua da diet lay Sdn, nhung dat nu'dc, sau bao 
nhieu nam do nat va. hon loan vi chien tranh, can 
xay dyng lai. Day la cong viec chinh chiem gan 
het thi gid cua Trieu Gia-Long va Trieu Minh-
Mang (1802-1840). Trieu Thieu-Tri (1841-1847) 
thi rat ngan ngui. Trieu Ty-Du"c, tuy rat dai, 36 
nam, nhifng trong th&i gian nay, van de quan 
trong nhut la van de dUdng dau vdi cac cU&ng 
quo'c Au Chau, dac biet la vdi Phap. 
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Van de dUdng dau vdi cac quo'c gia lay 
Phu*dng, va dac biet vcti Phap, bat dau du"dfi Trieu 
Minh Mang, nhimg chifa co tinh each khung 
khoang. Du'di Trieu Ty DiJc thi no trd thanh van 
de quo'c sy ifu tien hang dau, doi hoi Vua va 
Trieu Dinh phai don hau het thi gid, tarn tri vao 
cong viec nay. Do do, khong con thi gid de lo 
nhimg viec khac. Phan kMc, vi Vua, Trieu dinh, 
va gidi Nho si khong chiu chap nhan nhSng giai 
phap thich fing, viec canh tan xtf s6 khong thyc 
hien dUdc, nen Viet Nam phai dtfdng dau vdi 
Phap & trong mot the' ye'u. Hau qua la sy nhtfdng 
dat Nam Ky va chap nhan bao ho Phap. Tinh 
trang nay cham dut trong nhimg nam 1950-1954: 
nam 1950, Quo'c Hoi Phap bo phie'u tra lai Nam 
Ky cho Viet Nam, va nam 1954 Chinh Phu Phap 
gefi thd chinh thyc chap nhan nen doc lap thyc sy 
cua Quo'c Gia Viet Nam, ma Quo'c Trutmg la. Cyu 
Hoang Bao Dai. Cyu Hoang da khai thac tinh 
hinh quoc te, va dung phu"dng thvrc ngoai giao, 
tuy phyc tap va gap nhieu kho khan, nhung rot 
cuoc cung dat du"dc ke't qua ma toan dan u"dc 
muo'n. Tuy nhien, nhin chung va xet ky, giai doan 
I I khong co anh hu'cfng sau xa tren lich su" Viet 
Nam nhU giai doan I . 

Khac vdi giai doan I I , giai doan I keo dai 202 
nam, bao trum hai the ky XVII va XVDI, va da 
muc kich nhieu chuyen bien quan trong, ma. anh 
hu'dng sau dam con den ca den ngay nay, nhung 
no it dUdc bie't den. NhOng sach su* chi noi nhieu 
ve khia canh Nam tien cua dan toe Viet Nam, b& 
coi dtfdc md mang, nhung khong ban nhieu den 
cong lao cua cac Chua Nguyln hoac nhimg bien 
chuyen ldn lao xay ra d Dang Trong va hau qua 
cua no, ngoai tni nhimg bie'n co lien quan den 
cuoc phan tranh Trinh-Nguyen, vu lay Sdn noi 
loan, hoac chie'n cong cua Nguyln Hue. 

Tuy nhien, chi rieng trong viec m& mang b& 
coi, cong lao cua cac Chua Nguyln cung ldn lam 



roi. Lanh tho Viet Nam da dtfdc md rong rat nhieu 
sau khi Chua Nguyln Hoang lanh cntic long Tran 
Thuan Hoa, nam 1558. Nbamg con so sau day soi 
sang dC kien nay, Dien tich Viet Nam hien nay, 
lay so chan, la 329.000 km2. Trong so do, neu ta 
trir di 116.000 km2, la dien tich cua Bac Viet, 
34.000 km2, la dien tich cuaThanh-Hoa va Nghe-
Tinh, va 18.000 km2, la dien tich cua Thuan Hoa 
va Quang Nam, tong cong la. 192.000 km2, thi 
phan con lai, tu" Quang Ngai vao den Ca. Mau la 
137.000 km2 = 41.6 % lanh tho , la dat dai ma 
chin Chua Nha. Nguyln da thau them duac cho 
Viet Nam trong hai the ky ho tri vi Dang Trong. 

Diidi Trieu Le Nhan T6ng, nam 1470, bien 
gidi eye Nam cua Dai Viet la deo Cu Mong, giap 
Phii Yen. Nhung cac vung Binh-Tri-Thien, Thuan 
Hoa - Quang Nam, nhiJng dat ma cac d&i Vua 
tru'dc lay dtfdc cua Chiem Thanh, tuy rang thuoc 
Viet Nam, thyc sy chtfa dtfdc khai khan vi thieu 
cd cau chinh quyen va. thieu dan. Chi den thdi 
cac Chua Nguyln mdi co hai dieu kien nay, va 
cac vung dat nay mdi dtfdc khai khan that sy. 
Cong vdi dat txi Phi Yen den Ca Mau, Ha Tien, 
va. vung Hau giang den bien gidi Chan Lap/Cao 
Men, dat dai da dtfdc thuc sU khai khan trong 
thdi gian hai the" ky tri vi cua cac Chua Nguyln 
la 179.000 km2 tren 329.000 km2, tffc la 54.4 % 
lanh tho Viet Nam ngay nay. 

Ve phifdng dien dia ly, tdi d&i Han V6 De', 
nam 111, Nam Viet, do Trieu Da. lap hdn mot the' 
ky tru'dc dd, la. mot phan cua Ttfdng Quan, ma 
bien gidi eye Nam la. Nhat Nam, d vung Nghe-
Tinh ngay nay. Phia Nam Nhat Nam la ntfdc Lam 
Ap/Chiem Thanh, hie do la mot ntfdc ldn, lanh 
tho chay den Binh Thuan, manh va rat hieu chie'n. 
Den cuo'i the ky thy X, thdi Vua Le Dai Hanh, 
tuy rang cd hanh quan vao Chiem Thanh, nhtfng 
Nghe-TTnh vln la. ranh gidi eye Nam cua Nam 
Viet. 

Den the ky XI , thdi Nha Ly, nam 1069, du*di 
Trieu Vua Ly Thanh Tong, lanh tho Nam Viet 
mdi md rong, them dtfdc ba chau - Bo' Chinh, 
Dia Ly\a Linh — vung Dong Hdi, Bac Quang 
Tri ngay nay, do vua Cham la Che Cu dang de 
dtfdc tra ty do, sau khi dinh nhau vdi Nam Viet 
bi thua va bi bat. Den the ky thy XTV, ddi Tran, 
nam 1305, dtfdi trieu Vua Tran Anh Tong, Viet 
Nam thau dtfdc them chau 6, chau Ly - Nam 
Quang Tri va Thuan Hoa - do Vua Cham, Che 
Man, dang de xin ctfdi Huyen Tran Cong Chua. 
Den the ky XV, dtfdi th&i Ho Quy Ly, nam 1402, 
bien gidi Viet Nam md rong den Nam Quang 

Nam. Th&i Nha Le, nam 1470, Vua Le Nhan Tong 
danh Chiem vi Vua Chiem Tra Toan danh pha 
Hoa ChaUi Nhan dip nay bien gidi Viet Nam dtfdc 
day tdi deo Cu Mong, phia bac cua Tinh Phii 
Yen. Day la. bien gidi ctfc Nam cua Viet Nam luc 
Nguyln Hoang dUdc bo lam Tong Tran Thuan-
Quang, vao cud'i the' ky XVI. 

Trong hai the ky XVII va XVHI, cac Chua 
Nguyln, t& Chua Tien, Nguyen Hoang (1558-
1613), den Chua Vo, Nguyln Phuc Kho^t (1738-
1765), da m& rong bien gidi Viet Nam ty Quang 
Nam den Chau Doc-Ha Tien. Cac trieu dai tru'dc 
cac Chiia Nguyln phai mat sau the ky mdi md 
rong lanh tho dtfdc them 42.229 km2, t& Nghe-
Tinh den Quang Nam, trong khi cac Chua Nguyln 
chi mat co khong day hai the'ky de md rong lanh 
tho them 136.131 km2, den bien gidi Cao Men 
ngay nay. R6 la mot ky cong! 

Chi noi ve chuyen md mang b& coi Viet Nam 
khong thoi, da la mot chuyen to tat. Neu ta xet 
them nhffng khia canh khac - chinh tri, xa hoi, 
kinh te, ngoai thUdng, va nhyt la. van hoa - thi 
tam quan trong cua 200 nam cai tri cua cac Chua 
Nguyen lai ldn hdn nCa: anh hifdng cua ho khong 
nhSng bao trum Xu" Dang Trong trong hai the' ky 
XVII va XVUI, ma lai con lvru lai cho ca den 
ngay nay. Day la mot khia canh cua van de ma 
chi gan day mdi cd rigu'di soi sang, va chac chan 
no se la kh&i diem cua mot sy xet lai vi tri cua 
Nha Nguyln trong lich su" Viet Nam. 

Ngtf&i soi sang do la Ba Li Tana. Ba. la mot 
nha su1 hoc go'c Trung Hoa go'c Mong Co.2 Tac 
pham cua Ba la mot luan an Tien si trinh nam 
1991 6 Dai hoc Quoc gia Uc (Australian National 
University). NhU vay, ro rang la tac pham nay la 
mot cong trinh nghien cuii su" hoc d cap cao, da 
dUdc khao hach gix gao ve cac phufdng dien dyng 
dan khach quan, svfu khao sau rong, dap yng tieu 
chuan khoa hoc. Cho nen no da dUdc Vien Dong 
Nam A cua Dai hoc Cornell an hanh, tuy rang 
vien nay cd tieng thien "each mang," nghia la cd 
ac cam vdi gidi "phong kien" Viet Nam, tat nhien 
la vdi Nha. Nguyln, ma Cyu Hoang Bao Dai lai 
thuoc Nha. Nguyln, va tieu bieu cho "giai phap 
Bao Dai," ma cac gidi "each mang" hang to' giac 
g^t gao. Cuo'i ciing, cung can nhan manh rang 
Ba nay khong cd lien he gia dinh gi vdi Nguyln 
Phu'dc toe ca. 

Toi neu nhSng dieu tren day vi toi muo'n tranh 
tieng "phu benhphu, huyen benh huyen, Nguyen 
Phu'dc benh Nguyen Phu'dc" khi dtfa ra nhSng 
quan diem.la ky ve cac Chua Nguyln. NhUng 
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nhtfng quan didm "la ky" nay la quan diem da 
dtfdc Ba Li Tana dtfa ra trong tac pham cua Ba. 
Tuy rang no rat mdi la, nhung khong phan bac 
dtfdc, vi no la dtic ket cua mot mot cuoc sini 
khao ro rang rat ttfdng tan, va can cii tren nhtfng 
tai lieu tir tru'dc den nay chtfa dtfdc phanh phui. 

Tru'dc Ba Li Tana, lich suf Viet Nam rtf the" ky 
XVI trd di phan ldn can cu" tren cac van kien chinh 
thtfc cua cac Trieu dinh Viet Nam va Trung Hoa, 
va cac ttf&ng thuat, phuc trinh cua cac nha tham 
hiem, thtfdng gia, hay cac giao sT Thien Chua 
Giao Au Chau. Ba Li Tana la ngtfdi, va cd le la 
ngtfdi dau tien, da stfu tra dtfdc nhieu tai lieu mdi, 
chtfa he dtfdc phanh phui, chtfa dtfng nhtfng dtf 
kien chtfa he dtfdc biet den, ma lai chieu sang 
mot so' khia canh rat quan trong cua cuoc tri vi 
cua cac Chiia Nguyln. Do la nhtfng tai lieu Nhat, 
bang tieng Nhat. Do dd, tac pham cua Ba Li Tana 
can dtfdc chii y, nhat la dd'i vdi nhtfng ngtfdi thudc 
Nguyln Phu'dc toe, vi nd mang lai cho chiing ta 
mot stf hanh dien, nhut la mot stf hieu biet sau xa 
hdn, ve vi tri cua Nha. Nguyln trong lich su" Viet 
Nam. Tac pham cua Ba Li Tana la mot tic pham 
ma ngtfdi nao thuoc Nguyln Phtfdc toe cung phai 
doc. 

Ngoai tac pham cua Ba Li Tana con mot tac 
pham thtf hai, cua Giao stf Le Dinh Cai: 34 Nam 
cam quyen ciia chua Nguyen PMc Chu, 1691-
1725? Nd cung la mdt cong trinh khoa hoc, vi nd 
la mot luan an Cao hoc. De tai cua nd han che 
hdn, vi nd chi chii tam vao mot ngtfdi, la Chiia 
Nguyln Phuc Chu. Tuy nhien, Chiia nay la mot 
trong nhtfng nhan vat rat quan trong cua Nha 
Nguyln, rat dang dtfdc chiing ta biet ro. Ngoai 
ra, ai nghien ctfu ve Dang Trong cung can stfu 
khao tac pham XtiDang Trong 1558-1777(Cuoc 
Nam TiS'n cua Dan Toe Viet Nam) cua Giio stf 
Phan Khoang, va ai nghien ctfu ve Chiia Nguyln 
Phuc Anh cung can stfu khao tac pham Lich Sic 
Ndi Chiin d Viet Nam Tic 1771 Den 1802, cua 
Giao stf Ta Chi Dai Trtfdng. Nhtfng tac pham 
nay la nhtfng cong trinh khao ctfu rat nghiem 
chinh, chtfa rat nhilu chi tiet ve thdi gian nay, va 
rat cd gia tri. 4 

II - Mgt nen van hoa mfii: da dang, 
hOi nhap va sang tao 

Quan diem cua Ba Li Tana rat mdi, va 
chac chan gay ngac nhien cho nhieu ngtfdi quen 
vdi nhtfng tac pham phd thong ve giai doan Trinh-
Nguyln phan tranh trong lich stf Viet Nam, la 
trong hai the ky XVII va XVTfl cd hai Dai Viet. 
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Theo Ba, Mien Nam khong nhtfng la. mot thtfc 
the khac Mien Bac ve mat chinh tri, kinh te va. xa 
hoi, ma lai cd nhtfng diem rieng biet lam cho nd 
cd mot nen van hoa rat kMc vdi van hoa. co 
tray en. Ba. ndi rang mot so' nha. vie't su* Viet Nam 
cd khuynh htfdng ha gia lich stf Dang Trong, va. 
vtfdng quo'c ho Nguyln thudng dtfdc xem nhtf 
"mot bien the cd tinh dia phtfdng cua Trieu Le 
va cua nen van hoa theo Nho giao" khong khac 
Dang Ngoai may. Ngtfdi ta cd khuynh htfdng ban 
ve mot ntfdc "Dai Viet" duy nhat vdi nhtfng "net 
dac trung chung cua Viet Nam ngay ca vao cac 
theky 17 va 18," nhtfng Ba. hoan toan thay khac. 
Ba vie't: 

"Khi ngUbi Viet d phia nam chap nhan nhung 
cai ten mdi ho dat cho hai mien — vung d "trong " 
{Dang Trong), chi vung dat cua ho vd vung d 
"ngoai," (Dang Ngoai) chi phia bac, thi ro rang 
da co sU khac biet giita hai mien nam, bac. Su 
khac biet nay mang y nghia quan trong: tic nay, 
se cd hai each thtfc lam ngtfdi Viet Nam khac 
nhau ... day la mot thay doi can ban va day an 
tiCcfng trong lich sic Viet Nam. Ve tam quan trong, 
su kien nay co the sdnh vdi viec ViSt Nam gianh 
duac dac lap tic toy Trung Haa vao theky 10... ve 
ban chat, day Id mot su kien da dan den thanh 
l&p mot he thong nha nude mdi va mot nen van 
hod mdiphon thinh ... vao thdi do, khong chi cd 
hainUdc 'Dai Viet' ma con cd the ndi, vUong quoc 
dphia nam cd nhung diem rieng biet lam cho nen 
vdn hod Viet Nam trong tuong lai xa them phong 
phu rat nhieu." /cac doan vie't nghieng de nhan 
manh trong bai nay la do toi, T.T.TJ 

Tru'dc khi trinh bay mot each chi tiet nhtfng 
quan diem neu tren cua Ba. Li Tana, ttfdng nen 
nh&c lai nhtfng stf Men chinh hen he den stf ly 
khai cua cac Chua Nguyln doi vdi Trieu dinh 
Nha Le. Nam 1600, Nguyln Hoang, tuy khong 
cd mang Vua, nhtfng van bo Thang Long ve Thuan 
Hoa. Nhtf the la Nguyen Hoang da dat minh vao 
the "ke nghich," va Trieu dinh cd the dung binh 
de phat, nhtf Trinh Tung neu len trong mot btfc 
thtf doa ong. Luc do, Trinh Tung da nSm het quyen 
hanh d Thang Long, dtfdc phong la. Binh An 
Vtfdng, cd phii Chiia rieng. Trong khi dd, Nguyln 
Hoang chi la Tong Tran ciia hai xtfThuan, Quang, 
lanh thd chi cd 42.000 km2, so vdi 140.000 km2 
cua Trinh, tai nguyen con it, ltfc ltfdng chtfa cd 
du, nen phai nhun nhtfdng vdi Trieu dinh, nghia 
la vdi Trinh Tung. Nhuhg con ciia Nguyln Hoang, 
Nguyln Phuc Nguygn, Chiia Sai (1613-1635), da 
cd them lanh thd dtfdc cha l§fy, den Phu Yen, lai 



cd nhtfng ngtfdi tai gidi nhtf Bao Duy Ttf giup, 
cho rang rninh da di\c dudng dau vdi ho Trinh, 
nen khong ngai do'i khang cong khai. Nam 1620 
Chua khong nop thue cho Trieu dinh ntfa. Nam 
1624, Chua lai doi danh xuhg "Dinh" thanh "Phu," 
vanam 1627, khi Thanh Vtfdng Trinh Trang trieu 
ong ra Thang Long de "thanh t im ve theo mang 
lenh cua Trieu dinh," thi ong lam ngd. Bo ro 
rang la nhtfng hanh dong phien loan. 

Thai do khinh khi doi vdi Trieu Binh cua Chua 
Sai khien Trinh Trang eft quan danh DangTrong, 
nam 1627. Day la 
tran dau tien cua bay 
cuoc tran chie'n nhtf 

.-vay, ttf 1627 den 
1672. Nhtfng, sau 
1672, thi Trinh khong 
con ctf binh danh 
Nguyen ntfa, vi 
danh hoai- khong 
thang, nen danh chap 
nhan Song Gianh 
lam ranh gidi gitfa 
hai ben. Nam 1629, 
Chiia Sai lai tra lai 
sic vua, va ttf nam 
1649, thdi Chua 
Hien, Nguyen Phuc 
Tan (1648-1687), 
vua Le khong phong 
cho Chiia Nguyen 
ntfa. Dang Trong 
thtfc stf doc lap, va 
cung luc nay bd coi 
cua Dang Trong da 
md rong den Phan 
Rang. Roi Chiia I7&$i 
Minh, Nguyen Phuc Chu (1691-14&S-), lai sap 
nhiip luon lanh tho con lai cua Chiem Thanh d 
phia nam Phan Rang. Bd coi Dai Viet md rong 
den Binh Thuan. Dang Trong trd thanh mot quoc 
gia ldn, manh hdn ntfa. 

Vi iy do tren day, khong la gi ma nam 1709, 
Chiia Nguyen Phuc Chu ttf xtfng la Quo'c Chua 
va due an "Dai Viet QUQ'C Chua." Dong thdi Chiia 
gdi stf sang Trung Quo'c xin phong vtfdng. Tuy 
viec nay khong thanh, nam 1744, Chiia Vo, 
Nguyln Phuc Khoat (1738-1765), van len ngoi 
vtfdng, diic an "Quo'c Vtfdng," doi danh xtfng 
"Phu" thanh "Dien," goi chinh Dinh la "Bo 
Thanh"; bai bd quan chffc do Trieu dinh Thang 
Long bd nhiem, lap cd cau mdi, dinh trieu phuc 

cho cac quan van, vo, va ra lenh cho dan chiing 
thay ddi ao mu, cai each phong tuc. Thdi nay, 
Chua Nguyln khong nhtfng lam chu toan coi lanh 
thd ciia Trung Viet hien nay, ma con them bao 
ho Chan Lap ntfa. Nam 1802, sau khi lay Sdn 
diet Trinh va Le, va chinh minh diet dtfdc Tay 
Sdn, Chiia Nguyln Phuc Anh len ngoi Hoang Be' 
, hoan tat cuoc hanh trinh cua ho Nguyln ttf Tran 
Thu Thuan-Quang len Hoang Be Viet Nam, mot 
cuoc hanh trinh keo dai hai the ky. 

Nhtf Ba Li Tana nhan xet, trong khoang thdi 
gian hai the' ky 
X V I I va X V I I I , 
Xtf Bang Trong 
da dtfdng nhien 
bien thanh mot 
Bai Viet thtf hai 
vdi nhtfng dac 
trtfng cua nd. Mot 
trong nhtfng dac 
trtfng nay la "Bai 
Viet Quo'c" khong 
phai la mot phien 
quo'c ciia Trung 
Hoa, ve chinh tri, 
va nhtft la ve van 
hoa. Viec Vua Nha 
Thanh khong chap 
nhan phong vtfdng 
cho Chua Nguyen 
Phuc Chu la mot 
dieu may. Nhd do 
ma Bang Trong 
khong bi kdo vao 
quy dao ciia Nha 
Thanh. Trtfdc do, 
vi ve dia ly, Bang 

Trong khong nam sat Trung Quo'c nen khong cd 
tiep xiic trtfc tiep vdi quo'c gia nay, va khong bi 
ap ltfc hay anh htfdng gi ciia Tau. Ve phia Trung 
Quo'c, trong quan he vdi Bai Viet, ve chinh tri ho 
chi biet Vua Le d Thang Long va, ve van hoa, ho 
hoan toan khong y thtfc rang gitfa Dang Trong va 
Dang Ngoai cd mot stf kMc biet rat ldn. Do do, 
DangTrong khong phai ctf xu" nhtf mot phien quo'c, 
va khdi bi ep rap khuon van hoa Khong giao, 
mo hinh Nha. Thanh, mot van hoa ctfc ky phan ttf 
do va phan tien bo. 

Diem ma Ba Li Tana da lam ndi bat trong tac 
pham cua Ba la trong hai the ky X V l i va XV1H, 
d Xtf Dang Trong da xuat hien khong nhtfng mot 
quoc gia, ma mot nen van hod mdi, mang ban sac 
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dac biet, khac vdi nen van hod co truyen cua Viet 
Nam pho thong d Bang Ngoai. Ba thd nhan la 
chinh Ba cung "ngac nhien" thay rang "he-
Nguyen da thiet lap va duy tri dtfdc mot quo'c gia 
thong nhat trong nhieu theky" tren cai "vung dat 
rdi rac nhat the gidi" la mien dat phia nam Ndi 
Hoanh Sdn "phu day rtfng ram" va bao gom mot 
so' vung dinh cu" biet lap vdi nhau. Tren manh dat 
nay, den dau the ky XTX, nghia la trong vdng 
200 nam, ngtfdi Viet Nam da tao ra dtfdc mgt 
Viet Nam khac ca ve mat lanh tho ldn nhan luc. 
Hoan canh lich stf trong hai the ky nay da dat 
dan toe Viet Nam d Dang Trong vao mot vi tri 
die biet: ho da cd cd hoi de phat trien tinh linh 
hoat vi mat van hod, tao nen nhung truyen thong 
mdi. 

Ba Li Tana con di xa hdn ntfa. Theo Ba, vao 
the ky XVII va XVIE, "Dang Trong chiem mot 
vi tri doc dao trong lich stfVietNam." DangTrong 
da ddng vai trd "dpng co cua sU thay d8i tai Viet 
Nam" trong suo't hai theky, "keo trong tam kinh 
te va chinh tri cua ca nude xuong phia nam," 
Khong cd hai the ky nay cua Dang Trong, cuoc 
nam tien cua Viet Nam da khong thanh. Ndi each 
khic, "khong cd viec ho Nguyen thanh lap vtfdng 
quo'c cua ho d day, khong the ndi rut cue ngtfdi 
Viet Nam cd the day ranh gidi phia nam cua ho 
den dau." 

Do dau ma Dang Trong chiem mot dia vi doc 
dao trong lich su" nhtf the? Ba Li Tana giai thich: 
do la do khi ltfc va stfc so'ng cua Dang Trong nay 
sinh trtfc tiep ttf dc thuc dung vd mim deo cua 
cic di dan ngtfdi Viet. Ngtfdi Viet da tiep nhan va 
thich nghibaft ctf khia canh nao cua nen van hod 
va truyen thong diaphuong ho tin la htfu ich. "Dieu 
quan trong la hp sdn sang coi nhe nhimg khia 
canh cua tap tuc va truyen thong tuy van con y 
nghia do'i vdi ngudi dan dphia bac, nhung khong 
con thich hop tai vung dat mdi phia nam nUa." 
Nhan xet nay cd mot tam quan trong rat ldn vi, 
nhtf se ndi den d mot doan sau, quan niem nay 
se soi sang nhtfng bien chuyen d Viet Nam sau 
1975, va. giai thich tai sao chinh s£ch "cai tao" 
btfc ep dan Mien Nam vao khuon khd go bd cua 
chu nghia xa hoi ap dung tai Mien Bac da that 
bai. 

Ndi den "tip tuc va truyen thong" la ndi den 
Khong giao. Nhtfng, Ba. Li Tana giai thich, cac 
Chua Nguyen khong the dung Khong giao lam 
can ban cai tri dtfdc, vi "khang dinh cd ban cua 
Khong giao trtfc tiep mau thuln vdi vi tri cua ho 
Nguyen bi coi la mot che do ly khai va noi loan 

36 - THE KY 21 - SO 169 THANG NAM, 2003 

do'i vdi Trieu dinh." Ta nen nhd la can ban ttf 
ttfdng Khong giao la ton trong "chinh thong," "ton 
ty trat ttf," "tam ctfdng" (trong do "trung quan" 
chiem hang dau), va trong mot quo'c gia Khong 
giao, phien loan, hay chi bi nghi la cd y phien 
loan, chdng doi Trieu dinh, la "trong toi," toi nang 
nhat din den khong nhtfng ttf hinh cho ca nhan 
dtfdng stf, ma den ca. "tru di tam toe." Thai do cua 
cac Chua Nguyln, ttf Nguyln Hoang trd xud'ng, 
khong the nao thich hdp vdi Khong giao dtfdc. 

Tuy nhien, cac Chua Nguyln da khon ngoan 
van lay nien hieu Vua Le, va gitf danh nghia 
"pho Le diet Trinh," trong khi ho Trinh lai mang 
tieng tie'm quyen va gie't Vua, nhtf Trinh Tung da 
lam trong vu gie't hai Vua Le Anh Tong va Le 
Kinh Tong. Nhtf vay la neu cac Chua Nguyln bi 
c&c Chua Trinh ket toi "phan nghich," thi thtfc stf 
ho lai la ngtfdi cd chinh nghia vi ho "phan nghich" 
vdi phan nghich. Cho nen do'i vdi dan go'c Viet, 
ve diem nay, ho that stf khong cd van de. Ho vln 
dtfdc dan kinh ne va ting ho, nhtf ta se thay ro 
trong trtfdng hdp Chua Nguyen Phuc Anh. Tuy 
Chua bi lay Sdn dudi chay cung Mien Nam, 
nhtfng khap ndi ya luc nao Chua cung dtfdc quan 
dan sd tai bao ve va. ung ho, khac vdi trtfdng hdp 
Chua Trinh va Vua lay Sdn sau nay (Trinh Khai 
bi dan bit nop cho lay Sdn, va Nguyln Quang 
Toan bi dan bit nop cho Chua Nguyln). 

Nhtfng, phan khac, cac Chua cung can bien 
minh cho tinh each chinh tho'ng cua chinh quyen 
minh ve mit tinh than, dao ly . Giai phap cua 
cac Chua ve van de nay cd hai ve. Mot dang thi 
cac Chua htfdng ve Dao Phat. Vi vay, ta khong 
ngac nhien khi biet rang cac Chua Nguyen cd 
tieng sung Phat giao. Nhtf B a. Li Tana giai thich: 
trong hoan canh nay, Phat giao Dai thtfa da cung 
cap mot giai ph£p d£p tfng nhu cau cua ho 
Nguyln. "Phat gi£o, mot mat day manh ban sic 
dan toe cua ngtfdi Viet va mat khac lam lang dong 
cac moi lo au cua ngtfdi di dan ma khong dat lai 
van de ve tinh hdp phap cua nhtfng ngtfdi cai tri." 
Dang kh£c, tuy rang ho Nguyln da vach ra "con 
dtfdng phan ranh rat dam net gitfa ho va ho Trinh 
d phia bac van con chap nhan quan niem cua 
Khong giao," ho thu phuc long dan dia phtfdng 
ve tinh each chinh tho'ng cua minh bang each 
khang dinh nguon goc thieng lieng cua minh, xtfng 
minh la. "Thien Vtfdng," vi do'i vdi nhtfng dan dia 
phtfdng khong theo Khong giao, vua la trdi chd 
khong phai chi la. con trdi. Nhtf vay la "vong lai 
dieu cac vua lan can d Champa va Cao Men da 
lam trong nhieu the' ky tru'dc." 



Tinh chat hon tap cua dan gian song tren lanh 
tho cua Dang Trong la mot yeu to l<3n thu" hai t i c 
dong den ban chat van hoa cua mien nay. Dan 
song tren lanh tho tir Song Gianh den C i Mau, 
Ha. Tien gom co nhtrng ngufti dan goc Cham, 
ThuWng, Cao Men, v i ngiidi di dan goc Viet. 
Nhirng thanh phan nay song xen lan nhau, nhvrng 
ho lai c6 nhtrng tin ngvrdng, nhvrng t ip tuc, nhtrng 
gia tri, nhtrng nhu cau khac nhau. Qua thdi gian, 
su" chung dung, tiep xuc hang ngiy dvra den mot 
sir chap nhan lan nhau, pha tron va anh hvrdng 
nhau ve van hoa. Ket qua la su" xuat hien mot 
nen van hod "hoi nhap va sang tao," bieu hieu 
cua mptxa hoi da dang, trong do khia canh chinh 
thong khong ducfc phdt trien. Ve m i t ton giao c6 
mot su" "hoa hdp": viec siing bai cua ngifdi dan 
thirdng S phia nam khong co tinh chiet trung, nghia 
la khong bi b6 hep v i o mot nguon tif tvfdng, "Moi 
ngtfdi co mot vi than cho tirdng tirdng cua minh... 
do do khd ma co the dinh ro loai ton giao n io 
chiem uu the S Dang Trong." Neu 5 phia bac, 
vao giSa the ky X V H , ho Trinh b i n ron vdi cong 
viec chting minh pham chat chinh thong cua minh 
bang viec "thanh luyen xa hoi" [xin hieu: "thanh 
lpc," "chinh huan," "cai to xa hoi"] thi, d Dang 
Trong, "mot chinh sach nhvf the khong the ap dung 
drfdc du cho ho NguySn c6 muon di chang nCa 
b6i vi chinh xa hoi cung da qua da dang de cd 
the co tinh each chinh tho'ng..." 

Rieng ve thanh phan dan chung goc Viet, tinh 
trang khong the ap dat chinh thong lai cang ro 
rang hdn nffa. Giao su" Phan Khoang da viet nhu-

sau ve diem nay: 
"Nhan dan Thuan Hoa bay gi& [luc Nguyen 

Hoang den Thuan Hoa] gom nhQng thanh phan 
rat phtfc tap. Ngoai nhCng ngvr&i cham lo cay cay, 
lam an, con nhiJng ngirdi theo ho Mac, khuay 
dong cho nha Mac, nhtrng ngifdi td day, nhtrng 
du dang, phieu lvfu, tu" cac mien Nghe, Thanh hoac 
xa hdn ntra, xam nhap qua th&i dai, di rim may 
man 6 mien daft mdi, nhtrng quan quan bat man 
hp Trinh hoSc bi lam loi bo chay vao nam, nhtrng 
tho hao, tho til cu'dng nghanh, nhung nhieu ltfdng 
dan, nhirng ngvfdi Cham con 6 lai." 

Tuy ngu6n goc khac nhau, nhUng nhtrng phan 
tu" tren day co mot diem chung: do! vdi hp, mien 
nam la "manh dat ciia nhffng giac md ve mot 
cupc song tot dep hdn, la mot ngo thoat." Ho la 
di dan, den mot vung dat mdi, muoh thu1 mot van 
hoi mdi, quyet dinh xay dirng mot cupc ddi mdi 
tot hdn la nhCng gi cu ma hp da dut khoat bo lai 
dang sau hp. Ho la nhirng ngifdi sSn sang di 

chuyen va thay ddi, khong chiu g6 b6, de dang 
bo cai cu, chap nhan cai mdi. Ba L i Tana nhan 
manh: "Tinh each di dpng nay lai xuhg kh£c trv/c 
tiep vdi tinh each vru tien cua t i p the - mot khai 
niem cd ban'cua Khong giao ve ddi song cpng 
dong, nhan manh den hien hiru cvia nhdm hdn la 
tam quan trong ciia ca nhan." Nhtmg ngvfdi nay it 
bi rang buoc bdi nhtrng gd bd ciia mot dia vi xa 
hoi cao va nhi?ng quy dinh trong each ting xvt cua 
xa hpi cti nen ducfc tu do phdt huy sdng kii'n khi 
hp lien tuc tien xuong phia nam. Su" phat trien 
xuong phia nam nay da tao mot vung dat tren 6.6 
Khong giao, y thuc he da chiem dia vi thong tri d 
bde triiu, khong duoc de cao, tham chi, ve can 
ban, hau nhu1 khong du*dc biet den. Ba viet: 

"Trong nhting dieu kien nhu" the, ngudi ddn co 
khuynh hudng cdi md va tu nhien hon. ...[Ngay 
ca Nguyen Hoang cung ] da dam lieu minh mang 
tieng la ke lam phan bdi vi ong ta da Qm ra mot 
ndi ngifdi ta khong d i t n ing van de nay. D6 la 
mot the gidi rpng ldn hdn, cho ngudi ta mgt y 
thitc ldn hon ve tudo-tu do lua chgn noi ho Ua 
thich va edeh song hp muon. Loi suy nghi dang 
lvru y ciia ngvfdi di d i n cung con diidc bieu 16 qua 
nhieu khia canh khac ... v i du ... 16ng quing dai 
... do'i vdi ngtidi khac, ke ca doi vdi ngifdi ngoai 
quoc." 

Ill - MOt n l n kinh t§' phat tri^n nhanh nhd 
ngoai thifcfng di/gfc 6$y manh 

Tinh each cdi md ve giao luu vdi ngoai quo'c 
la dac diem ldn thti hai cua nen v&n hda cua 
Dang Trong. N6 dtfdc bieu lp qua thai dp cua 
cac Chua Nguyen trong cac lanh vtic thtidng mai 
v i ngoai giao. 

B i L i Tana nh£c lai su" kien N h i mrdc Dai 
Viet thtidng td ra khong cd may thifn cam doi 
vdi viec buon b i n ndi chung v i doi vdi ngoai 
thvfdng ndi rieng, nhvrng d hai the' ky X V I I v i 
X V I I I , thdi cic Chua Nguyen, thi khac: thudng 
mai vdi cac ntfdc ngoi i dirdc day manh v i chiem 
mot tam quan trong ldn. Thufdng nghiep da l i m 
cho wrdng quoc mdi cua Viet Nam, chi trong vdng 
it thap nien, trd nen g i iu cd v i du manh de duy 
tri dvrdc nen doc lap ciia minh doi vdi phia b£c v i 
md rpng ve phia nam. "Khong cd thiTdng mai, 
Dang Trong khong the ton tai noi, cho du t i i 
nguyen thien nhien cd doi dio..." 

Tinh trang m i cac Chua Nguyen phai dvfdng 
dau luc hp mdi den D i n g Trong l i mot tinh trang 
day khd khan: thieu nhan lvfc, thieu tien cua, 
khong cd s&n quan he vdi ben ngoi i va nhieu 
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khd khan khac, nhut la phai xay dtfng tren mot 
vung di't mdi danh dtfdc ttf mot din toe khic cd 
mot nen van hoi khic. Trong tinh (rang dd, Ba 
Li Tana nhan x6t: 

"Ngoai thtfdng da trd thanh yeu to quyet dinh 
trong toe do phit trien cua Dang Trong. Ngoai 
thtfdng nghiep, khong cd gi khac cd the giup ho 
Nguyen xiy dtfng nhanh chdng vung di't it nhin 
ltfc nay de cd the dtfdng dau vdi mot vung di't cd 
tiem ltfc nhieu gi'p doi, gap ba Dang Trong ve 
mpi mit. Dd'i vdi cac ntfdc khac d Dong Nam 
chiu A, van de ngoai thtfdng cd the chi la vi'n de 
l im giau, nhtfng do'i vdi Dang Trong vao buoi 
dau, day la mot vi'n de song chet." 

NSm 1600 danh di'u mot btfdc ngoic khi 
Nguyen Hoang ttf phia b<lc trd ve yk quyet dinh 
thiet lap cang nhieu quan he vdi cic ntfdc cd nen 
thtfdng mai ciing tot. Cic Chua ke' tiep deu theo 
duoi chinh sach nay, va da thiu dtfdc nhieu ket 
qua khong nhtfng td't dep, ma cd the ndi Ik ngoan 
muc ntfa. Rieng ve ngoai thtfdng vdi Nhut Bon, 
trong hai the ky XVII va XVIII, cd mot stf phit 
trien ma Ba Li Tana ndi "dang lam cho ta kinh 
ngac": so' thtfdng thuyen tdi buon vdi Dang Trong 
vao dau the ky XVTI da vtfdt xa so' thtfdng thuyen 
tdi buon bin vdi Xiem va Cao Men. Vtfdng qud'c 
cua ho Nguyen dtfdc dat d dau danh sich cac 
ntfdc d luc dia Dong Nam A cd quan he thtfdng 
mai vdi Nhat Ban. Qua viec buon ban nay ho 
Nguyen da trang bi cho minh nhtfng khi gidi tien 
tien giup ho cho'ng ctf lai Dang Ngoai. Do dd, cd 
the ndi r&ng "Ding Trong vdi tinh cich mot qud'c 
gia da ra ddi v i phat trien tren stf phat trien mot 
each thanh cong nen thtfdng mai va kinh te trong 
nhtfng thip nien quyet dinh nay." Ngoii NhtftBon, 
Trung Hoa cung chiem mot hang quan trong trong 
stf trao doi vdi Dang Trong vao the ky XVH. Ba 
Li Tana ndi "chinh sich cua ho Nguyen do'i vdi 
Trung Hoa con cd phan cdi md hdn." Ket qua la 
so' thuyen Trung Hoa den buon ban vdi Dang 
Trong gia ting nhieu. N im 1695 cd 10-12 thuyen 
Trung Hoa-ttf Nhat, Quang Dong, Xiem, Cao' 
Men, Manila, v i Batavia den buon ban d Hoi 
An moi nim. Sau nim 1715 so' thuyen Trung Hoa 
buon ban vdi Ding Trong trong cac thip nien 
1740-1750 da ting len 80 moi nim, "kliong ke 
cic t iu ttf Macao, Batavia, va Phip." 

Cic t iu buon ngoai quo'c den Dang Trong vi 
Dang Trong cd mot dieu "hip dan," l i nd la mot 
"chuyen khau" nhd vi tri thuan ldi cua nd. Vi tri 
thuan ldi niy da l i m cho Hoi An trd nen phon 
thinh "den do din ctf d diy cd the gan nhtf hoin 
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toin song bang thtfdng mai." Stf phong phu nay 
ia dac diem ciia nen thtfdng mai d Dang Trong 
trong cic the ky XVTI va XVffl, v i gdp phan giai 
thich tai sao cang chinh cua Dang Trong dtfdc 
dinh g i i l i "hdn het cic cang khic cua Dong 
Nam A." 

Dang Trong cung md rong quan he thtfdng mai 
vdi Dong Nam A. Thuyen buon cua Ding Trong 
qua lai buon bin vdi Manila, vdi Batavia, vdi 
Cao Men, vdi Xiem. Ba L i Tana nhi'n manh diy 
l i "lan dau tien trong lich su" ma nhieu ngtfdi Viet 
Nam d i bit dau ra ngoii buon bin vdi stf khuyen 
khich cua nhi ntfdc." Do'i vdi ngtfdi Viet Nam thi 
"diy l i mot Men ttfdng mdi va l i mot nhan to' 
ntfa l i m cho theky 17 trd thanh mot trong nhtfng 
thdi ky buon bin phon thinh nhat trong lich su" 
Viet Nam." 

Ti't nhien, chinh sich khuyen khich ngoai 
thtfdng cung dtfdc i p dung vdi cic ntfdc lay 
phtfdng, tuy rang d giai doan niy Trung Hoa che 
ngtf nen thtfdng mai cua phia nam v i ddng vai 
trd trung gian gitfa Viet Nam va ngtfdi Au. Cac 
cong ty thtfdng mai ciia ngtfdi Hoa d Quang Dong 
va thuyin cua ho cung ci'p cho t iu Au Chiu cic 
san pham Viet Nam, v i cung ci'p cho Viet Nam 
hing Trung Hoa v i sin pham ciia Au Chau m i 
Viet Nam can. Dieu can nhi'n manh d diy l i Phu 
Chua khong nilm doc quyen, m i hing hoa dtfdc 
trao ddi ttf do va hang ngay tai cic thi trtfdng dia 
phtfdng. 

Mot diem rat quan trong ve thdi cic Chiia 
Nguyen it dtfdc stf gia ndi den, va dtfdc B i Li 
Tana iam ndi bi t l i : "Lan diu tien trong lich sic 
Viet Nam, su thinh vUong ciia quoc gia le thuoc d 
thuong gia chii khong chi d noi nong dan," Tinh 
chi't cua nen kinh te cua ho Nguyen khong mang 
die diem cua Dong Nam A xtfa. Dung hdn l i 
"nen kinh te niy dtfdc htfdng ve thtfdng mai d 
motmtfc do ding ke... Ngoai thtfdng cd tinh cich 
quyet dinh den do, ddi vdi Chua Nguyen [Phuc 
Chu], thtfdc do nim tot, n im xi'u khong phai l i 
mila ming ma chinh ia so' tiu, thuyen den Dang 
Trong trong mot nim..." 

Khuyen khich ngoai thtfdng khong nhtfng 
mang lai ldi ich cho chinh quyen, mi cdn ia mot 
ngudn thinh vtfdng chung. Cac san pham trao ddi 
va vai trd trao ddi hing hoa "di lam cho nen kinh 
te cua Dang Trong cd the phon thinh trong it ia 
150 nim, nghia ia cho tdi gitfa the ky 18." Nhd 
giao dich vdi ngoai qud'c, hoac qua trung gian 
thtfdng gia Nhat v i Hoa, hoic trtfc tiep, cic Chua 
Nguyen cd dtfdc khi gidi, vat lieu - dai bic, sung 



tay, thuoc siing, dong v.v... -— giup ho cho'ng lai 
quan Trinh htfu hieu, ma, nhd thau dtfdc nhieu 
thue', ho c6n giai quyet dtfdc van de t i i chinh cua 
mot chinh quyen mdi d tren mot manh dat chtfa 
dtfdc khai pha lim. Phan khic, nhd buon bin ttf 
do, v i dtfdc tham gia, din thtfdng cung dtfdc 
htfdng nhtfng ldi ich m i ngoai thtfdng dem lai: cd 
hing hoi de dung, cd thi trtfdng de tieu thu hing 
hoa san xui't. Neu xa xi pham chiem mot ty le 
quan trong trong thtfdng mai d Ding Trong vio 
the ky XVII, thi vao the ky XVTfl cic loai hing 
thuoc loai xu" dung hing ngiy lai chiem so' ltfdng 
ldn hdn trong so' hing hoi. 

B i Li Tana ghi nhan: so sinh mtfc song tai 
Ding Ngoii vdi mtfc song tai Ding Trong, thay 
stf khic biet gitfa hai vung phai l i ldn. Trich dan 
nhtfng nhan xet ciia Le Quy Don ve ngtfdi Dang 
Trong "dl quen thuoc vdi nhtfng thtf [hing] khong 
thuoc loai thong thtfdng" va dan Ding Trong 
phong phu, ngay ca nhtfng s£c mua d din gian 
cung mic do doan hoa bit ty v i io sa ... li'y io 
vai mdc l im hd then... [dan Ding Trong] "coi 
ving bac nhtf cit, thdc gao nhtf bun, xa xi ri't 
mtfc."Bi viet: "Nhtfng thong tin niy khong nhtfng 
chi gdi len cho ta thay mot ne'p song cao va cic 
gi i tri khic cua Ding Trong, mi con chi cho thay 
cd stf thay ddi vio the' ky 18: Ding Trong d i 
chuyen ttf vi tri mot ndi trao ddi hing hoi thinh 
mot thi trtfdng tieu thu." Theo ngdn ngff ngiy nay, 
dd l i : "a consumers' market".... 

De ket luan, B i Li Tana nhan xet: "Stf kien 
htfu doc lap cua Ding Trong v i quyen ltfc cung 
nhtf stf phong phu cua chinh ho Nguyen tuy thuoc 
phan ldn vio nen ngoai thtfdng niy, mot trtfdng 
hdp doc nhi't vo nhi sudt lich su" Viet Nam trtfdc 
thdi thtfc dan. ...Day la mot thanh ttfu phi thtfdng, 
ttf ban than cung nhtf khi so sanh vdi lich stf Viet 
Nam ndi chung." 

Dinh lien vdi ngoai thtfdng l i bang giao vdi 
ngoai quo'c. Trong lanh vtfc niy, cic Chua Nguyen 
cung cd mot thi i do ri't cdi md. Thay vi be quan 
tda cang, mot thai do rat phd thong trong cac gidi 
cam quyen A Chau thdi dd, khong nhtfng cac 
Chua md ctfa don ngtfdi Au , m i lai con giang 
tay ddn mdi ho den. Ve phtfdng dien niy Chua 
Nguyen Hoang cung la ngtfdi tien phong. Chiia 
da thd qua thd lai vdi Ttfdng quan Nhtft 
Tokugawa, to y mudn gitf mdi quan he tot gitfa 
hai ntfdc. Trong stf trao ddi niy, B i Li Tana vie't: 
"Nguyen Hoing to ra l i ngtfdi ban him hd hdn 
va thtfdng dong vai chu dong," v i thi i do ciia 
ong "ch^c chin da khuyen khich ngtfdi Nhat tdi 

Ding Trong." Mot hinh dong khic to ra Chiia 
Nguyen Hoing da ddng "vai trd chu dong khic 
thtfdng" l i , nim 1604, Chiia nhan mot thtfdng gia 
Nhat, Hunamoto Yabeije, phai vien dau tien cua 
chinh quyen Tokugawa, l im con nuoi. Day that 
l i mot hinh dong "khic thtfdng" trong lich stf 
Viet Nam. 

Ngtfdi ke' tuc Nguyen Hoang, Chua Sai, 
Nguyen Phuc Nguyen (1613-1635), cdn di xa hdn 
ntfa trong viec day manh quan he vdi Nhat Ban: 
nim 1619, Chua ga con gai cho mot thtfdng gia 
Nhat ten l i Araki Sptaao. Ngtfdi con re niy li'y 
ten Viet Nam v i dtfdc nhan l i m hoing than. Mot 
thtfdng gia khic, Toba, cung dtfdc Chiia nhan 
l i m con nuoi vio nim 1634. N im 1628, v i lien 
tiep cho den nim 1635, l i nim chinh quyen Nhut 
ci'm ngtfdi Nhat khong dtfdc lien he vdi ntfdc 
ngoii ntfa, trong cic thd Chua gdi cho hoing de 
v i thtfdng gia Nhat Ban, thd nio cung yeu cau 
ho buon bin vdi Ding Trong. Ttfdng cung nen 
ghi rang nim 1650 Chua Hien, Nguyen Phuc Tan 
(1648-1687), gdi mot stf gia mang thd qua gip 
trtfdng nhiem CdngTy Dong An Hoi Lan (V.O.C.) 
d Batavia v i nim sau dd, Chua da ky vdi dai 
dien Cong Ty niy mot hiep tfdc thtfdng mai theo 
dd Hoa Lan dtfdc buon bin ttf do v i khong phai 
tra thue xui't nhap cang. Day cd le la hiep tfdc 
dau tien m i mot chinh quyen Viet Nam ky vdi 
ngoai quo'c. 

Do'i vdi ngtfdi Tay Phtfdng, thdi gian cic Chiia 
Nguyen tri vi l i thdi gian hp dtfdc do'i dai ttf te 
nhut. Trong thdi gian niy, Thien chua giio khong 
bi cam doin git gao, ma cac thtfa sai cdn dtfdc 
cic Chua xtf dung ngay trong Phii Chua. Nim 
1614, Chua Sai da dung ngtfdi Bo Dao Nha Joao 
de la Cruz trong viec due sung, N im 1640 Chua 
Hien, Nguyen Phuc Tan, dungBathomoleo Costa 
l im bic sy rieng cua Chua. Chiia Minh, Nguyen 
Phuc Chu, lai di xa hdn ntfa: khong nhtfng Chiia 
dung mot nhan vat Phat giao Trung Hoa, Thich 
Dai San, l i m cd van, ma Chua khong ngai dung 
nhieu thtfa sai Thien chiia giao tai Phu Chiia trong 
chtfc vu khoa hoc: cic giio si Antonio de Amedo 
(nim 1704), v i Sanna, Pires, v i de Lima (nim 
1724), de day Chua toin va thien vin hoc. [Ve 
Chua Nguyen Phuc Chu, xin xem them chi tiet 
trong tic pham da din cua Le Dinh Cai]. Chua 
Vo, Nguyen Phuc Khoit , da dung giao si 
Neugenberger de day Chiia thien vin va toin 
hoc, v i cic giio si Siebert, Slamenski va Koffler 
l im thay thud'e. N i m 1752, Chua xu" dung nha 
hinh hoc Xavier de Moteiro, v i bic sy Jean de 
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Loureiro. Chiia Nguyln Phuc Anh dung mot so" 
ngtfdi Phap trong nhimg viSc lien lac va buon 
ban vdi ngoai quo'c, hien dai hoa quan ddi, nhut 
la thuy quan, va dich sach khoa hoc ra cho Chua 
doc. [Ve Chua Nguyln Phuc Anh, xin xem them 
chi tiet trong tac pham da dan ciia Ta Chi Dai 
Trtfdng]..Ba Li Tana nhan xet: "Viec ngtfdi Au 
chinh thiic lam viec tai trieu dinh, dti vdi tinh each 
chtfa benh, cung la mot su" kien hoan toan mdi 
trong truyen tho'ng Viet Nam." O Trung Hoa chi 
c6 ngtfdi Mong Co (nha Nguyen) va Man Thanh 
(nha Thanh) la co xu" dung ngtfdi Au tai trieu dinh, 
"trong khi tai Viet Nam, ho Nguyln da lam nhtf 
vay cho den trieu Gia Long." 

Tiec thay, trieu Gia-Long la khdi diem cua giai 
doan II , trong dd cac Vua di ngtfdc con dtfdng 
ma cac Chua da theo duoi trong 200 nam. Nguyen 
do cua stf dao htfdng nay la cuoc ndi loan cua 
lay Sdn. 

IV- Dang Trong va Vi§t Nam ngay nay 
Mot trong nhtfng hau qua. cua cuoc ndi loan 

cua lay Sdn, nam 1774, va 27 nam xio tron nd 
gay ra la lam cho stf pMt trien cua Viet Nam 
theo chieu htfdng tot dep ma cac Chua Nguyen 
da theo dudi trong 200 nam bi khtfng lai. 

Nhtf da trinh bay d tren, chieu htfdng ma cic 
Chua Nguyln da Itfa chon la khai phat mot nen 
van hda mdi khac vdi nen van hda cd truyen. 
Day la. mot nen van hoi hoi nhap va sang tao — 
cdi md, khong chiu go bd, san sang bd cai cu, 
theo c i i mdi, thich tfng vdi nhtfng dieu kien mdi. 
Nhd dd, du rang ban dau chi la mot vung dat nhd 
hep, dan ctf thtfa thdt, tai nguyen hau nhtf khong 
cd, phia bic phai dtfdng dau vdi mot Dang Ngoai 
rong ldn, dan ctf dong due, tai nguyen ddi dao 
hdn, phia nam phai ddi phd vdi Chiem Thanh luc 
dd con manh, Dang Trong da ph£t trien dtfdc 
nhanh chdng va trd nen giau manh, du sire de 
dtfdng dau htfu hieu vdi cac khd khan neu tren, 
va chi sau 200 nam, trd thanh mot ctfdng quo'c d 
Dong Nam A. Dd la mot ky cong. Ky cong nay 
thtfc hien dtfdc nhd cac Chua da di theo mot dtfdng 
ldi dtfa tren mot van hoi thich nghi vdi hoan canh. 
Dung ngon ngtf ngay nay, cac Chua da lam nhtfng 
thay ddi van hoa can thiet de phat trien theo ddi 
hoi ciia hien dai. 

Mot die diem cua van hoi thdi cic Chua la 
nd khong theo khuon mau cua Khdng giio. Nhtfng 
sau khi dep yen dtfdc loan lay Sdn, Vua Gia-
Long lai trd lai Khdng giio. Vua lay Khdng giao 
lam qud'c giao. Cac Vua ke tiep van tiep tuc trong 
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chieu htfdng dd. Cac Vua Minh Mang va Ttf Dtfc 
lai dtfdc coi nhtf la nhtfng Vua "rat siing Nho 
giao." Phan khac, ve the che, luat phap, mo hinh 
ip dung la md hinh Nha Thanh, mot md hinh 
chuyen che' ctfc doan, rat bao thii, phan ttf do va 
phan tien bo. 

Thai do cua cic Vua cung d l hieu. Cuoc ndi 
loan cua lay Sdn lam cho Nha Nguyln suyt bi 
diet vong, v i Chiia Nguyln Phuc Anh bi dieu 
dtfng trong 27 nim trdi mdi dtfng lai dtfdc cd 
nghiep Nhi Nguyen. Ngii v i cic Vua ke tiep bi 
i m anh ve nhu cau dit ngoi minh tren mot cin 
ban vffng chic, ve mit chinh tri cung nhtf ve mit 
tinh than/dao'ly. M i trong cac triet ly, ton giio 
thdi dd, chi cd Khdng giio la dit ning hdn ca 
van de chinh tho'ng, ton ty trat ttf, tam ctfdng, cung 
van de "day dan" theo nhtfng tieu chuan dd. Chi 
tren cin ban nay, Vua mdi cd ly" do thich ding -
vtfa hdp nhu cau chinh tri vtfa hdp dao If — de 
triet de khdng chip nhan mot ctf chi, mot ldi ndi, 
mot y nghi nio cd the coi nhtf thich thtfc uy quyen 
cua Vua v i Trieu dinh. Cic vu ddi xu" te vdi cong 
than - Nguyen Vin Thanh dtfdi Trieu Gia-Long, 
v i Le-Vin-Duyet dtfdi Trieu Minh Mang — 
bieu 16 quan niem "trung quan" khit khe niy. 

Nhtfng vin hoi Khdng giio, nhut l i loai Khdng 
giao dtfdc ip dung d Vjet Nam, l i Khdng giao 
Td'ng Nho, mot vin hoi m i die diem la buoc 
ngtfdi theo nd phai r ip khuon, phii htfdng ve qui 
khtf, "Nghieu-Thuan," khong khuyen khich hoi 
nhap v i sing kien. Them ntfa, nd dit ning nguyen 
tic "Chinh/Ta." Trong mo hinh Nhi Thanh, nd 
cdn hep hdi, gay git hdn ntfa. Cho nen, trong viec 
do'i xtf vdi nhtfng ngtfdi khong theo Khdng giio, 
nhut la nhtfng ngtfdi ngoai quo'c chu trtfdng phan 
biet Thien Chua v i Cdsar, thich thtfc dia vi toi 
cao cua Vua, v i quyen uy cua cic quan, thi cd stf 
xung khic ldn ve quan diem. Trong bdi canh 
"Chinh/Ti" v i uy quyen chuyen che ciia Vua, tat 
nhien cd stf xung dot, dan den ci'm dao, b i i dao, 
bang lenh rdi den bang gtfdm. Day l i con dtfdng 
dan den chie'n tranh vdi cic qud'c gia Au Chau 
theo Thien chiia giio, va trong bd'i cinh cic Vua 
quen nhtfng b i i hoc ciia cic Chua, do'i noi thi 
khit khe, doi ngoai thi be quan tda cang, de cho 
ntfdc nhi suy yeu di, tat nhien l i dan den tha't 
bai: mat di't Nam Ky, rdi mat luon chu quyen 
tren di't cdn lai. 

Stf kien Nam Ky bi Phap cai tri trtfc tiep trong 
82 nim, va Viet Nam bi Phip bio ho trong 61 
nim cd nhtfng hau qua khi bat ngd. Nam Ky, trd 
thinh lanh thd Phip, dtfdng nhien dtfdc keo vao 



con dtfdng hien dai Ma. Tren dat con lai, Bac 
Ky, cac thanh pho'Da Nang, Ha. Noi, Hai Phong, 
dtfdc dat dtfdi quyen quan tri trtfc tiep cua Phap, 
cung dtfdc ldi vao con dtfdng hien dai hoa, va 
dtfdc xay cat ha tang cd sd hien dai. Dtfdi stf cai 
tri cua Trieu Dinh Khong Nho Viet Nam, du cd 
mudn lam nhtf vay cung khong lam dtfdc, hay 
lau lam mdi lam dtfdc, vi Vua, quan theo Nho 
hoc, chi thao thi phu, kinh su" Tiu, khdng biet gi 
ve thiet ke, ky thuat, goi vd'n ... Di nhien ngtfdi 
Phap xay cat cd sd cd't de cho ho htfdng, nhtfng 
sau 1945, va nhat la sau 1954, thi tat ca deu thuoc 
ye Viet Nam, va ngtfdi Viet Nam dtfdc htfdng. Ta 
khdng lam, ma cd! That la. bat ngd! 

Nhtfng ngoai khia canh xay cat cd sd hien 
dai, cdn cd mot khia canh quan trong hdn nhieu. 
Dd la. khia canh van hda. Che' do Khong giao tai 
lap chi che ngtf Viet Nam cd 82 nam, ttf dau 
Trieu Gia-Long den.cuo'i Trieu Ttf-Dtfc. Trong. 
thtfc te, nd chi cd 62 nam hay it hdn, vi chi dtfdi 
Trieu Minh-Mang (1820-1840) thi tinh hinh mdi 
on dinh. That ra, thi tinh hinh khong khi nao that 
stf on dinh. Dan khong hoan toan theo Trieu Dinh.N 

Giic gia lung tung; Nam Ky bien loan ldn; ngay 
ca d Cao Men, dan chung khdng chiu rap khuon, 
noi len chd'ng do'i manh me, budc quan quan ta 
phai bd Tran lay va rut ve An-Giang. Thdi Ttf-
Dtfc, Rigault de Genouilly chiem Nam Ky chi 
vdi 3000 quan, va Francis Gamier ha thanh Ha 
Noi vdi chi dtfdi 200 quan. Cho nen cd the ndi 
rang, trong thdi hau Tay Sdn, cho den thdi Phap 
thuoc, tinh than khong chiu rap khuon da dtfdc 
nay nd va phit huy dtfdi thdi cic Chua vin ton 
tai. Phan khac, qua stf tiep xtic khdng trinh dtfdc 
vdi van hda Phap, the he mdi, va ngay ca mot 
phan gidi Nho si, y thtfc dtfdc ring Khdng giao 
khdng thich hdp ntfa. Rieng ve Nam Ky thi hoan 
toan khdng cd van de rap khuon Khdng giao hay 
bao ton gia tri "cd truyen"; dan dtfdc quen vdi 
mot nep song ttf do hdn, va se la mot ldp ngtfdi 
khd tri. 

Tinh trang tren day va tinh trang trong va sau 
thdi Phip thuoc thay ro qua nhtfng phong trao 
chd'ng ddi chinh quyen Phap tru'dc 1945, rdi khang 
chie'n ttf 1945, phong trio "Nam Ky Qud'c" trong 
nhtfng nim 1946-1950, rdi sau 1954, Mien Nam 
ltfa chon mot che do do'i nghich vdi che do gd bd 
cua Mien Bac. Sau 1975, nd lai ro ring trong stf 
ttf chd'i vio khuon, l i m that bai cic chie'n dich 
"cai tao xa hoi chu nghia." Stf ttf chd'i nay phat 
xui't ttf Mien Nam rdi lan dan ra Mien Bic. Ro 

rang hdn ca, va cd y nghia hdn ca, la phong trio 
"Ddi Mdi." Phong trao nay cung phit xui't ttf 
Mien Nam, va ngay nay moi ngtfdi deu cong nhan 
rang chinh Mien Nam, phat trien hdn, cdi md hdn, 
quen vdi ttf do hdn, btfdng binh hdn, da keo Mien 
Bic di theo, chd khdng phai ngtfdc lai. Nhtf Ding 
Trong la dong cd thay ddi cua Dai Viet trong hai 
the ky XVH v i XVJJI, Mien Nam la dong cd thay 
ddi ciia Viet Nam ngay nay. 

Le ra, nhtf ong Nguyen Dinh Dau da gdi y 
trong "Ldi gidi thieu" tic pham cua Ba Li Tana, 
nhtfng khac biet gitfa Dang Trong va Dang Ngoai 
[ngiy nay, xin hieu: gitfa Mien Nam va Mien Bic] 
khdng nhat thiet phi vd stf tho'ng nhi't cua dan 
toe Viet Nam, nhtfng, trai lai, cd the " l im cho stf 
thd'ng nhi't trd nen vd cung phong phii v i song 
dong, [neu stf thd'ng nhi't i'y] khong dong khung 
trong khuon khd, m i chip nhan sang tao v i da 
dang." Dieu niy ri't hdp ly, va ngay nay moi ngtfdi 
Viet Nam, nhtft la nhtfng ngtfdi thuoc Nguyln 
Phu'dc toe, deu mong mdi cd mot stf thong nhat 
tren can ban hoi nhap va sang tao nhtf vay, vi dd 
la dieu kien thiet yeu de cho Viet Nam phit trien 
vdi mot td'c do cao, va chdng trd thinh mot qud'c 
gia giiu manh. 

L i m sao thtfe hien stf tho'ng nhi't tren day? 
Van de niy la vi'n de ldn nhtft cua Viet Nam hien 
nay, nhtfng nd.khdng thuoc pham vi cua b i i nay 
nen khdng bin den d day. Tuy nhien, cd mot dieu 
ri't ro ring l i : nghien ctfu kinh nghiem 200 nam 
tri vi minh mln, khdn kheo, mem deo, v i sang 
tao, cua cac Chua Nguyln se giup ich ri't nhieu 
trong stf thay ro vi'n de v i tim ra giai phip dung. 

Ottawa, Xudn 2003 
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