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Vai bai hoc Idn cua lich svC Viet Nam can kim va Men dai 
qua nhitng tdc pham 

cda Hodng Trong Thuac, Pham Van Luu va Bitu Sao * 

TON THAT THIEN Trong dip nglii le Giang Sinii vufa qua, toi 
mang tiieo ba quyen sach ve suf Viet Nam 

ma toi nhan difdc tCf lau nhuhg chna c6 thi gicf doc. 
Mdi nlun qua thi nhiJng tac pham do chang lien he 
gi vdi nhau ca. Cu Hoang Trong Thifdc vie't ve vua 
Duy Tan; Pham Van LuM vie't ve co' Tong Thong 
Ngo Dinh Diem; va Bi3fu Sao vie't ve che'do cpng 
san Viet Nam hien tai. Mang theo ba quyen sach 
do ciing mot liic chi la mot sif ngau nhien. Nhuiig 
doc xong toi lai cho do la mpt dieu rat may, vi doc 
ca ba trong cilng mpt thdi gian, toi nhan thay mpt 
siJf kien chung ndi bat: nd tiinh bay dung each lich 
svi Viet Nam can kim va can dai, va do dd khong 
nhtJng gay hiJng thti, ma con giiip doc gia Viet 
Nam bie't them mot so' chi tie't quan trong ve cac 
thdi Duy Tan, Ngo Dinh Di6m va ve che dp cpng 
san hien tai. Dd la nhCng ddng gdp dang ke ve su" 
hoc. Dong thdi nd chiJa du'ng mot so' bai hoc rat 
bd ich ve thtfc dan c6 dien - thrfc dan Phap va My 
, va thiic dan mdi - thyc dan cpng san , v^ lam 
sang to mpt so' nhifdc diem da gay tai hai Idn cho 
dan tpq ta trong qua khiJ, va con de dpa dan tpc ta 
trong tndng lai. 
I. Doc va vi§'t sir Vi§t Nam 

Trndc he't toi thay can nha'n manh mpt dieu ma 
theo toi, nhUng ngndi doc su" khong chii y lam 
trong qua khu", dd la doi hoi su" gia vie't ve Viet 
Nam l)phai hien ro nhtJng ye'u to' xa hpi va v5n 
hda ve dan toe Vipt Nam; 2)phai suM tam tai lieu 
mpt each day dii, ciJu xet than trong va trung thifc 
theo dung tinh than khoa hoc, tiinh bay sy kien 
mpt each khach quan, xac thifc va vo ttf, va diing 
ngon ngiJ tao nha. Ai cd suM tam nghien ci3u ve 
lich suf Viet Nam trong 50 nSm qua chac cung phai 
cong nhan rang nhCng dieu kien tren day da 
khong dtfdc thoa man. Trong so'hang ngan sach 
ngoai ngi? ve Viet Nam ma hp tha'y tren cac ke 
sdch, it nha't tam phan mnSi la nhting sach khong 
cd thien cam vdi Viet Nam khong cpng san ho | c 
cho'ng cpng san, va tnJc tiep hay gian tie'p tuyen 
truyen cho cpng san - len an sif can thiep cua Phap 

va nha't la My d Viet Nam nhutog khong ndi gi ve 
sif can thiep cua Lien So va Trung Cpng, va phan 
kh£c, de cao Ho Chi minh va phia Cpng San, 
nhifng lai lam ngd ve nhilng hanh vi tho bao, hy 
sinh dan tpc va h iy hoai xu" sd cua hp. 

L5' do chinh cua tinh trang tren day la, ve 
phndng dien trtfdc tac lich suf, san khau Viet Nam 
hi nhQng gidi chinh tri, dai hoc va bao chi Tay 
phifdng thien ta cho'ng My (va cho'ng lay luon 
dong minh cua My la phia Viet Nam cho'ng Cpng) 
va nhCng thanh vien ciia kho'i cpng san quo'c te' 
chie'm doat. Mpt so' Idn cua nhQng gidi thien ta 
nay la nhOng nha khoa bang hay k^' gia cd uy the'. 
Trong khi dd, ve phia cho'ng cpng, dacbietla trong 
hang ngu Viet Nam, ra't it ngifdi cd du hSng hai, 
dii phifdng tien, hoac hpi dii dieu kien ve huan 
luyen ve khoa siJf hoc de cd the sang tac nhCng tac 
pham cd gia tri, du pham chat khoa hoc de cd the 
do'i dau vdi kho'i cho'ng Viet Nam ndi tren. Dieu 
nay ra't r5 khi ta vao cac thif vien va nhin nhUng 
ke sach: rat it, neu khong ndi la hlunhu'khong cd, 
tac pham cua ngtfdi Viet cho'ng cpng - vi nhCng 
tac pham ma tac gia la ngifdi Viet thi hoac khong 
dap iJng tieu chuan ma gidi sil gia quo'c te' doi hoi, 
hoac khong vie't bang cac ngoai ngi? pho bie'n, 
hoac cac thu" vien thay can phai mua. 

Ro rang rang cd mpt nhu can ra't Idn ve phia 
ngndi Viet cho'ng cpng, do la vie't nhGng tac pham 
ve Viet Nam, du'ng ve quan diem quo'c gia Viet 
Nam, nhn'ng ton trong nhttng tieu chuan khoa^hpc 
du'ng d in ve sang tac de tac pham minh cd th^ thu 
hiit difdc nhieu dpc gia va dtfdc cac thif vien mua 
dat len ke sach ciia hp. 

Vi ly do tren, toi rat mufng rang ba tac pham ndi 
tren la nhxing tac pham dap iJng nhii'ng tieu chuan 
cua s\i hoc. Cac tac gia da bo nhien cong thu thap 
tai lieu, lifa chpn ky cang, phan tach rat sang suo't 
khach quan, va tiinh bay mpt each ro rang, cong 
minh, tif che', dilng Idi le rat tao nha, tuy rang hp 
khong dau cam tinh cua hp. Day la loai sach ma 
ngrf&i Vi^t nen vie't, cang nhieu chijfng nao cang 
to't chii'ng dd. Trrfdc la cho chinh ngu'di Viet dpc 
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de biet them mgt each dich xac ve lich siJ cua xiJ 
sd, ke den la lam thdi c6 the dndc dich ra de du'a 
v^o thuf vien cac ntfdc de tai lap can can su" thifc 
da bi cic gidi Tay phifdng thien td, hay tuy hQu 
khuynh nhn'ng v i n than cpng (de lam an), va cac 
thanh vien ciia kho'i cpng san, lam thien lech mpt 
c&ch bat Idi cho phia Viet Nam khong cpng san. 

Bay gid toi ban rieng den tvlng tac pham. Vi 
nhii'ng tac pham nay rat phong phii nen, trong 
khung canh chat hep d a bai nay, toi chi cd the 
ban den mot so'khia canh ma toi cho la dang chii 

II. "Hdsofvua Duy TSn" 
cua cu Hoang Trong Thi/gfc 

Trpng hai quyen sach ve vua Duy Tan ma toi 
dem theo, toi dpc cuo'n Ho sff Vua Duy Tan ciia cu 
Hoang Trpng ThUdc tnfdc, va quyen Ld bai hi mat 
ciia de Gaulle: Hoang Tit Vinh Sang cua ong Vvi 
Ngy Chieu san. Dd la mpt su" lam dang tie'c, ma 
toi tifdng quy dpc gia nen tranh. T5i de nghi quy 
vi dpc tac pham cua Vii Ngif Chieu trndc. 

Tai sao? Tai vi nhifthe'quy vi mdi thay c£i nguy 
ve vie't s\i Viet Nam ma chi dUa vao tai lieu cua 
ngu'di ngoai quo'c va cua van kho'ngoai quS'c, nhu" 
ong Vu Ngy ChiSu da lam. Ong Chieu ndi rang: 
"Tai lieu chinh yen ciia chung toi la van kho 
Phap..." (tr.l4).Cpng them vao dd la mpt so'tac 
pham. Han he't cac tac pham nay vie't bang ngoai 
ngi? va tac gia la ngifdi ngoai quo'c. Chi cd bay tac 
pham c ia ngu'di Viet, trong do cd bo'n cuo'n bang 
tie'ng Anh: Ba ciia chinh ong Chieu (hai bang tie'ng 
Anh, mpt bang ba thiJ tie'ng Viet, Anh, Phap), mpt 
ciia cu Phan Chu Trinh (nhiftig bang tie'ng Anh, do 
ong ta dich), mpt cua Tai, Hue Tam Ho; va hai 
bang tie'ng Viet: mpt ciia cu Phan Bpi Chan va mpt 
cua tifdng V6 Nguyen Giap. 

Ong Chieu la mpt nha khoa bang xuat than ttt 
cac dai hoc Hoa Ky, va difdc hua'n luySn ve 
phifdng phap vie't sii. Ta't nhien 5ng phai am hien 
ve phifdng phap sii hoc. Ngay trong phan "Din 
nhap" ong canh cao r ing bien khao, nghien ciJu 
sur hoc phai "vu'dt tren thien kien ca nhan... 
nghiem tiic luon luon tach biet khoi sy yeu ghet 
thong thndng cua mdi ca nhan" (tr.15). Nhn'ng vi 
ong chi diing tai lieu cua van kho' Phap nen ong 

da khong khdi bi nhiem quan diem ciia 
thyc dan Phap ve vua Duy Tan, ciing 
thai dp khi miet vua nay cua hp. 

Ngay lit bia da ndi len sy thien kien 
ac cam cua tac gia do'i vdi vua Duy 
Tan: theo thyc dan Phap, ong da Mdc 
chyc vi ho^ng de' cua vua, giang ong 
nay xuo'ng hang "hoang tii", va chi gpi 
ong la "Hoang tiJ Vinh Sang." Ve phe 
phan ke' hoach ciia de Gaulle cung 5' 
do cua ong ta va ciia vua Duy Tan thi 
vua da thiet mang va de Gaulle da ttt 
chiJc trndc khi ke hoach thi hanh, nghia 
la chiing ta khong \h.i bie't nd thyc hif 
ra sao, va hai vi nay thyc sy cd Itfdng 
thien va cao thndng hay khong. Cd th^ 
la khong, va vua Duy Tan chi muo'n trd 
lai ngSi vua va sffn sang lam bii nhin 
cho Phap, va de Gaulle chi muo'n dung 
vua Duy Tan de tai lap che dp thyc dan 
Phap d Viet Nam. Nhuhg ciing cd the 
la vua Duy Tan va tifdng de Gaulle 
thyc flnh, va nhd dd dan Viet Nam 
dtfdc thyc sy dpc lap tho'ng nha't ma lai 
tranh khoi mpt cupc chie'n tranh tan 
kho'c, khong bie't bao nhan mang khdi 
bi hy sinh, xd sd khoi bi tan pha va 
cpng san khong hy vpng gi ctfdp chinh 
quyen va lam cho dan Viet Nam bi 
dieu dyng nhtfugay nay. Tuy vay ong 
Vi: Ngy Chieu van vie't: "Hoang tii 
VTnh Sang, ndi cho ciing (sic!), chi la 
mpt trong nhffng la bai ngoai nhan da 
dao tao (sic!), lap, phe, de phuc vu nhu 
cau quyen Idi quo'c igia ciia hp.. ." 
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(tr.l4) Va ongke'tluanvdimQttu'Wdng ma ngifSi 
Viet binli tinfdng ktiong klii nao c6, va nliaft la noi 
len, ve mQt ngu'di da che't, dil ngu'di ay la ke thu 
ciia minh: nd che't 1^ dang! Ong vie't: "Xet cho 
ciing (sic!), cai che't ciia Vinh Sang (sic!) - dti dpt 
ngQt bi tham, va ma't mdt Idn lao vdi gia dinh 
Hoang tuf - cd 15 la hoi ket hdp If nha't (sic!) cho 
mot nan nhan toi nghiep cua che' dp thtfc dan 
Ph^p." (tr.85) 

Ong Chieu da di xa hdn ca cpng san Viet Nam, 
vi chinh quyen cpng san da cho gia dinh ciia vua 
Duy Tan du'a hai co't cua ong ta ve ViSt Nam an 
tSng cong khai, long trpng va ram rp nhu" mpt anh 
hiing each mang ciia Viet Nam. 

Khac vdi ong Vii Ngif Chieu, Cu Thtfdc khong 
phai la mpt nha khoa bang ve mon suf hoc, ma 
ciing khong diidc cai may man hoc dai hoc. Nhuiig 
Cu lai lam rat diing phifdng phap ciia suf gia! Tuy 
rang Cu khong da'u cam tinh va stf kham phuc sau 
dam ciia Cu do'i vdi vua Duy Tan, Cu lai he't siJc 
can than du'ng qua mptben de dpc gia trfphe phan. 
Trong "Ldi ndi dau" Cu ndi ro Cu da chpn phifdng 
phap sii hoc khie'n ngu'di dpc "khoi bi anh htfdng 
cua ngu'di vie't" (tr.23), va cu da lam diing nhn the'. 
Cu da cong phu tham khao nhieu tai lieu Phap l§n 
Vidt Nam d Paris va Sal Gon, Hug', va da mat rat 
nhieu cong lien lac, tie'p xiic vdi nhan chiJng Viet 
Nam. Va Cu da tiinh bay nhQng t^i Hen dd mot 
each day du, v6 M. Mpt so' tai lieu dd, nhn nhiJng 
hoi ky cua Su" ba Dien Khong, nhii'ng mlu chuyen 
do cac cu Vo Van "Triem, Ton Tha't Sa, Le Thanh 
Canh, iJng An v.v..., chifa xua't ban hoac it ngu'di 
bie't de'n. Dd la nhii'ng tai lieu khong nhCng rat quy 
ban cho nhii'ng ngu'di nghien ciJu ve sii Viet Nam 
thdi Th^nh Thai va Duy Tin , ma dong thdi giiip 
cho mpi ngifdi Viet bie't rang, ve hai vi vua nay, 
ngoai nhiJng tai lieu chinh thiJc va tic pham Phap 
neu ly do tai sao Phap trua't phe'v^ day hai vi nay 
khoi xiJ, c6 nhii'ng If do khac khong trilng hdp, hay 
ngndc vdi 1^ do ciia ngu'di Phdp, ma chi cd the bie't 
dndc qua tai lieu v i nhan chiJng Vif t Nam. 

Qua nhUng tai lieu va nhan chiJng nay, vua 
Thanh Thai bi trua't phe' khong phai vi ban dem 
cho di bat cdc dan ba con gai vi tinh dam dat, ma 
dd la mpt dan canh de lap mpt dpi nff binh de danh 
Phdp. Thdi dd, gia dinh nao ma dam ndi con minh, 
nhiJt la con gai, tif nguyen vao cung vua ban dem, 
ma de luyen quan sif cho'ng Phap? Con vua Thanh 
Thai khinh miet dim quan than quanh minh theo 
Tay va cong khai mat sat hp, lam cho hp cd ac cam 
vdi ong ta; ong phai gia vd dien cd the tif do cd 
nhii'ng hanh dong cho'ng Phap hay lang ma quan 
than theo Phap nhif vay; vi vay ong bi gan cai toi 
ndng nay va dien. 

Ve vua Duy Tan thi thifc dan Phap cU cho ong 
ta la con nit, va khong the cd hanh dpng cho'ng 
Phap. Nhifng khi ke'hoach thaft bai, Vua khong phii 
nhan muc tieu cho'ng Phap, va tif cho'i che long. 

nghia la chap nhan tha mS't ngoi chd khong phii 
nhan hanh vi each mang ciia minh. Trong nhQng 
cupc do'i thoai vdi thifc dan Phap d Hue', cung nhn 
vdi can than cua de Gaulle, Vua da to ra la ong ta 
cd tac phong ciia mpt ong vua, ngon ngif xiJng 
ddng vdi mpt ong vua. Sau khi bi bat d niii Thien 
Thai gan Hue, khi kham siJ Charles hoi 6ng ta: 
"Eh bien, Sire, vous e tes content de votre 
equipee?" (Be ha hai long ve cupc du ngoan ciia 
Ngai khong?), ong ta tra ldi: "Non! Puisqu'elle 
n 'a pas r^ussi!" (Khong, bdi vi toi da khong thanh 
cong) (tr.l91). Khi dndc hoi ve van de de Gaulle 
du'a ong len lai ngdi vua, 6ng ta tra ldi: "T6i dau 
can difdc ai ban chiJc hay tan phong; toi vIn la 
hoang de hdp phap; toi cd thoai vi bao gid dan; toi 
chi trd ve xiJ toi ben canh ong de GauUe..." ** 

Nhifng ldi tren day la ngon ngif ciia mpt ong 
vua. Cung nhifphan iJng cua vua Thanh Thai khi 
difdc hdi ve mpt bai thd ciia Hoang Cao Khai, ma 
ngu'di ta tifdng rang ciia ong ta. Bai thd cd cSn than 
phien: "Tr im vi Thien tii to'i gian lao.' ' Vua Thanh 
Thai tra ldi: "Mpt vi thien tu" xiJng danh hi6u ay 
khong bao gid than phien gian kho vi viSc nifdc, 
va ciing khdng bao gid phd mac ke difdi giai quye't 
viec nndc, ma phai lanh trach nhiSm do'i vdi quo'c 
dan dong bao. Mpt ong vua cd nhiJng tif trfdng va 
hanh dpng nhnvay la mpt ong vua hen! Toi khSng 
phai la mpt ong vua hen nen khong bao gid sang 
tac mpt bai thd cd gipng hen nhuf vay." (tr.298) 

Sif kien tren day do ong Le Thanh Canh, mpt 
nhan chiJng thdi Thanh Thdi, ke lai. Ne'u ta chi dpc 
t i i lieu Phap thi lam sao ma cd nhifng chi tie't nay! 
Nhd phong va'n ong Le Thanh Canh va mpt so' 
nhan chiJng Vidt Nam khac ma cu Hoang Trpng 
Thifdc da cho ta bie't nhifng chi tie't lam sang to 
mgt so'khia canh ra't quan trpng v l cac Vua Thanh 
Thdi va Duy 'Tan, va cua ddn tdc Viet Nam. Ciing 
vdi Vua Ham Nghi, hp la ba vi vua cuo'i ciing ciia 
nha NguySn cd the ndi la dai dien cho dan Viet, 
va dac biet la mpt diJc tinh ciia dan Viet: dan ta 
khong hen. 

Hanh vi cua dan chiing trong nhifng phong trao 
khdng Phdp, Can VUdng, Phan Dinh Philng, cac 
vu Yen Bdi, Nam Ky khdi nghia, trong hai cupc 
chie'n 1946-1954 va 1959-1975 chiJng minh rang 
dan Viet khdng hen. Nhifng hp lai la nan nhan cua 
hai te hai: do't va lanh dao kem. "Do't" day khong 
cd nghia la that hpc, nhn'ng la tuy cd hoc ma lai 
thie'u nhifng dieu can thie't cho mpt quo'c gia muo'n 
canh tan phat trien, va thie'u hien bie't ve the' gidi 
ben ngoai. Lanh dao "k6m" khdng phai la kem 
ve yeu ntfdc va dung cam, nhuiig kem ve hien bie't 
the gidi, khong du khon ngoan, kh6o leo, thay xa 
de leo ldi the' nao cho dan tpc trdnh khdi tai va 
chie'n tranh tan kho'c va lau dai ma vIn duTdc hndng 
dpc lap tif do, cong bang phat tiiin va tie'n bp, nhif 
lanh dao cdc ntfdc Ddng Nam A da lam. 
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Giai doan lich siJ tren day cho ta nhiJng bai hoc 
gi? Mot bai hoc Idn la: vi do't nen dan Viet Nam 
ye'u, va vi ye'u nen mdi bi Phap Ian ap va dan dan 
ctfdp chii quyen. Den cud'i ddi TiTDiic, vua, quan, 
dan Viet Nam danh bd tay nhin thijfc dan Phap tung 
hoanh. NhiJng tai lieu Viet Nam ma cu Thndc thu 
thSp dtfdc da mo ta chi tie't thai dp ho'ng hach, xac 
xndc, Ian ap cua nhii'ng ten thyc dan nhURheinart, 
de Courcy, Charles, Roume... do'i vdi vua quan 
Viet Nam, va sn hoan toan bat lye cua nhii'ng 
ngvrdi nay trndc nhii'ng hanh vi dd. 

Trach nhiem chinh ve linh trang nay khong 
thupc ve ba Vua Ham Nghi, Thanh Thai va Duy 
Tan, ma ve ba vua trrfdc dd, dac biet la ve Vua va 
Trieu dinh Ty Dfic. Vua va Trieu dinh nay da gat 
bd nhQng de nghi ciia Nguyen TnJdng To ve canh 
tan, va dat xiJ sd vao tinh trang nghich ly v i a ye'u 
vtta himg hang: danh thi thua, nhuiig khdng chin 
hda, cy tie'p tuc danh, cho Phap cd cd va cd hpi 
chie'm dan dan lanh thd, va cuo'i ciing, luon ca chu 
quyen cua ViSt Nam. 

Hanh dpng ciia ba vua Ham Nghi, 
Thanh Thai, Duy Tan va trieu dinh chi 
la "barous d'honneur": phai lam vi 
bdn phan va danh dy. Nhting cupc 
khdi nghia ciia hp khdng the thanh 
cong dndc, cung nhU nhQng cupc khdi 
nghia ciia nhQng nha each mang Nho 
giao (Phan Dinh Philng, Phan Bpi 
Chan) hay cua nhQng nha each mang 
mdi (Quo'c Dan Dang). Tinh tiang nay 
keo dai de'n 1945,. va ngay ca nhQng 
khdi nghia do dang Cpng San lanh dao 
(Thai Nguyen, Do LQdng va Nam Ky) 
ciing chung mpt so' phan. 

Ly do ciia nhQng sy that bai ndi 
tren la dan ta khong hen, nhuiig rat 
thyc te. Sau nhQng tha't bai the tham 
va ngoan muc dQdi trieu Ty DQc dan 
chiing hidu la Phap qua manh va 
Trieu dinh qua ye'u, khong lam gi 
dQdc. Xdng ra cya quay chang de'n 
dau, chi hai than. NhQng cupc khdi 
nghia diJdi hai trieu Ham Nghi va Duy 
Tan la nhQng cupc khdi nghia ma 
trong dd cd ca vua, quan va dan tham 
gia. Sau dd tQ trieu Dong Khanh cho 
de'n 1945 cac cupc each mang that bai 
ngay tQ dan vi khdng cd sy tham gia 
tich eye ciia dai chiing: dan ta hieu rd 
tinh hinh va tranh nhQng chuyen phieu 
iQu. 

Mpt dieu can chii y nQa la, thay vi 
benh vua minh, nhQng dinh than ciia 
cac vua Thanh Thai va Duy Tan lai 
lam ngQdc lai. Hp cho rang thai dp 

cho'ng Ph£p cua vua Thanh Thai la "dien", hanh 
dpng bao ve chii quyen quo'c gia ciia vua Duy Tan 
la ' 'lam loan", va ngoai trQ cu Ngo Diah Kha, than 
phu cua cd'Tong Tho'ng Ngo Dinh Diem, chiu bi 
gidng ba cap va ca't chQc hdn la tham dy vao viec 
trua't phe' vua, hp da dong tinh yen can Phap trua't 
vi nguyen thii cua nildc, nghia la yen can ngoai 
quo'c can thiep sau vao ndi bp cua xQ sd liiinh. Thdi 
Ngd Dinh Diem ta lai tha'y tai diSn tuong nay, nhQ 
Pham Van LOu cho tha'y qua tac pham cua ong ta. 

(con mQtky) 
Chu thich 

* 1/ Hoang Trpng Thiijc, Hdsd Vua Duy Tan, M5 Ikng, San 
Francisco, CA, 1993, cDng; Vu Ngij ChiSu, La bai bf m$t cQa de 
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Angeles, 1994. 
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* * Institut Cliarles de Gaulle, De Gaulle et I'Indochlne 
1940-1946, Plon, Paris, 1982. 
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