
40 nam ngay dao chiah. che dto Ng'6 Dibah. Diem 

CAf HHlUrO SAl GOU : 
Phc cong san nghl sao ve ong Ngd Dinh Diem ? 

Vai chuyen mdt thay tai nghe 

LTS. Bon mtfcri nam sau ngay ong bi dao chinh va thdm sat, nhdn vat Ngd Dinh Diem vdn con la de tai tranh ludn. Ddi 
vdi mot so ngudi ong Diem da lam Id mdt mot ca hoi l&n vi khong du tarn vdc ngang hang vdi nhitng vdn de khd khan 
ma ong phdi duong ddu vd gidi quyS't. Ddi vdi mot so ngudi khdc ong da la nan nhan cua mot sai lam Idn cua chinh phu 
Kennedy vd ne'u ong khong bi lat do thi che do Viet Nam Cong Hda da khong phdi chiu so phan bi ddt ma no da phdi 
chiu. Co le cd hal quart diem diu co phan dung. It nhdt ngudi ta cd the dong y vdi nhau tren hai diem : nhitng tudng lanh 
lat do va sat hai ong Diem da khong hdnh dong vi quyen lai dan toe ma chi da hanh dong theo chi thi cua Washington 
va kern xa ong Diem ; ve nhan each ong Diem da hdn hdn nhitng ddi thu cua ong. 

Trong so tritdc, Thong Ludn da dang bdi nhdn dinh cua ong Bui Tin ve cuoc dao chinh lat do ong Ngd Dinh Diem 
nhu la mot cdi nhln tit Ha Noi; ong Bid Tin luc do la phd tdng bien tap nhdt bdo Nhdn Dan, ca quan cua Dang Cong 
San Viet Nam tai Ha Noi. Lan nay chiing toi dang sau day bdi cua ong Ton That Thien nhu la mot cdi nhin tit Sai Gdn 
; dug Ton That Thien luc do la tuy vien bdo chi cua dug Diem. Cung nen noi them la hai ong Ton That Thien va Bid Tin 
la ban than. Ho chi each nhau mot tudi, cung la con cua hai tlutang thu trieu dinh Hue, nha d sat vdeh nhau, ciing hoc 
mot trudng va cung ra Ha Noi tham gia each mang thdng 8-1945. Sau do, dii ciing hoat dong trong nganh bdo chi, hp 
di hai con dudng ddi nghich nhau trong cuoc tito'ng tranh qudc - cong, nhu tham kich chung cua dan toe Viet Nam. Hien 
nay ho led la ban than va ciing la chi hitu trong Tap Hap Dan Chu Da Nguyen. 

Trong nhffng nam qua, toi da co ghi mot so" nhan dinh 
cua cac lanh tu cong san khi dffdc tin ve vu tong thong Ngo 
Dinh Diem bi dao chanh va sat hai. Cac lanh tu cong san 
mien Nam, nhffNguylb Hffu Tho, hoac mien Bac, nhff Vo 
Nguyen Giap, va ca ong Ho Chi Minh, deu co nhan dinh 
ve bie'n co' nay. Horn nay, toi nhac lai nhffng nhan xet do, 
va them vao do, toi xin ke them vai chuyen ma chinh tai 
toi da dffdc nghe, dac biet la nhan dinh cua ong Ho Chi 
Minh, tir mieng mot ngutfi da duWc nghe chinh ong Ho noi. 
Co biet nhitng chuyen nay mdi co chat l ieu de tra 161 cho 
nhffng ngirdi lap luan rang "giet ong Diem la mot dieu can 
de triY hau van". Nhtfng nay thi ro rang rang do la 16i lam 
tay trdi cua mot so' nhan vat, quan sy va dan sif, do'i vdi 
dan toe Viet Nam, khong nhffng do'i vdi hai trieu ngufti da 
phai bo que htfcmg di tim ndi an than, ma ngay ca. may chuc 
trieu ngucJi mien Nam dang phai so'ng trong 6 nhuc, dan 
&p, doi rach, ma che" do cong san da ap dat len ho. 

Toi ke lai sau day nhffng tffdng thuat cua bao chi va hoc 
gia, ma toi da co dip nhac den trong bai diem sach "The 
Year of the Hare " cua Giao Su" Francis Xavier Winters nam 
1999 cho tap chi A n Do World Affairs : "Mot quan diem 
mdi ve vu ddo chanh thang 11, 1963 : Ngo Dinh Diem 
khong phai la ke tac quai ma la mot nan nhan cua thffc 
dan" (bai nay da dffdc dich ra tie'ng Viet, in ra va phatcho 
ngffdi du" Le Tffdng Niem Tong Thong nam 199.9). Toi xin 
trich lai may doan sau day : 

"Khi dude tin ong Diem bi lat do, Ho Chi Minh noi vdi 
ky gia cong san danh tie'ng, Wilfr id Burchett: "Toi khong 
the ngd rang tui My ngu den the'". 

Khi ttfdng Vo Nguyen Giap va nhffng dong chi con so'ng 
sot cua ong gap Ong McNamara d Ha Noi thang 11 nam 
1995, ho noi rang : "Chinh sach Kennedy 8 Viet Nam sai 

lam het ch§ ndi. Ngo Dinh Diem la mot ngffdi co tinh than 
quo'c gia, khong khi nao ong chiu de cho ngffdi My gianh 
quyen dieu khien chie'n tranh, va sif ngffdi My gianh quyen 
da dffa ngffdi My de'n that bai dat gia. Cho nen, ke't qua 
ciia cuoc dao chanh lat do7 ong Diem nam 1963 la su" ke't 
t M c sdm [sff hien dien] Hoa Ky 6 Viet Nam, mot dieu 
dang lam cho ngffdi ta ngac nhien". 

Va dai phat thanh Ha No i n d i : "Do su" lat do Ngo Dinh 
Diem va em ong la Ngo Dinh Nhu, tui de quo'c My da tff 
minh huy diet nhffng cd sd chinh tri ma ho da mat biet bao 
nhieu nam de xay dffng". 

Ve phia cac lanh tu Mat Tran Giai Phong Mien Nam 
thi ho khong ngd la lai may man nhffthe". Nguyen Hffu Tho 
ndi vdi bao Nhdn Dan : "Su" lat do Diem la mot mdn qua 
ma Trdi ban cho chiing toi". 

Va phd chu tich Tran Nam Trung ndi : "Tui My quyet 
dinh doi ngffa giffa dong. Chung se khong khi nao tim dffdc 
mot ngffdi hffu hieu hdn Diem". 

Tren day la chuyen bao chi va hoc gia ngoai quo'c ke 
lai . Bay gid toi xin ke ba chuyen ma chinh toi da dffdc tai 
nghe mat thay tff nhffng ngffdi trong cuoc. Nhffng chuyen 
nay vffa cd mot gia tri nhan chffng, vffa cd mot gia tri ldn 
ve lich sff, va. do'i vdi chung ta, nhffng ngffdi kinh men Tong 
Thong, no lam cho ta hanh dien la "Diemiste". (Nam 1955, 
d quang trffdng Trocadero, Paris, mot ngffdi Phap mang 
toi la "espece de Diemiste", khi vffdt xe toi, vi ong ta cho 
rang toi da can dffdng xe ong, va toi rat lay lam hanh dien 
bi mang nhff vay..,). 

1. Trong nhffng nam trffdc 1963, trong so" ky gia My d 
Sai Gdn cd ong Keyes Beech, dac phai vien ciia bao 
Chicago Tribune, mot nha bao rat dffdc kinh ne. Nam 1963 
ong nay khong vao hua vdi dam ky gia cho'ng tong thong. 
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Sau 1963, ong dffdc d lai Sai Gdn, va ong van 
than thien vdi toi. Ong thinh thoang nidi toi den 
nha ong ay d gan bo ngoai giao an cdm. Mot 
horn, trong nhffng chuyen ong ke toi nghe cd 
chuyen sau day. 

Ong noi: "You know, on the afternoon of the" 
day President Diem was overtrhown, I was in a 
bar in Pnom-Penh. Sitting next to me was Wilfrid 
Burchett. We were not friends. But on hearing 
the news about President Diem's death, he 
turned to me and said: "It's unbelievable! They 
have killed the only man with the ideas and the 
organisation that can stop us". ("That la khong the tin 
dtfdc: chung no da gie't che't ngtfdi duy nhat cd tu" ttfdng va 
to cliffc cd the chan chung toi"). Burchett khong ndi ro 
"chung no" va "chung toi" la ai, nhffng ta cung cd the thay 
ro la "chung no" la phe cho'ng cong , va. "chiing toi" la phe 
cong san. 

2. Luc tre, trtfdc nam 1945, d Hue, toi quen ba Ho Thi 
Mong Chi. Ba nay la con cu thffdng thd Ho Dac Khai, chau 
goi bac si Ton That Tung la cau, va vd bac si Dang Van 
Ho. Bac sTTilng la ba con va hang xdm, d each nha toi hai 
nha, va ba Chi S sit nha bac si Tung. Ba lai la ban than 
cua ong Ta Quang Brfu, thay toi. Nen chiing toi qua lai 
thtfdng, va toi coi ba ay nhu" la chi, va ba ay cung do'i xtf 
vdi toi nhu" em minh. 

Sau 1945, ba. Chi dem con di Phap, d Paris cho chiing 
di hoc. Luc do toi du hoc d London. Miia he nao ciing cd 
ve Paris chdi va d nha ba ay, cd khi d ca thang. Nhtfng sau 
1954, ba to ra than vdi phia Bac Viet, cd le vi bac si Tung 
va ong Bihi d phia do, cung cd the vi bac si. Ho, luc do la 
thieu ta quan y trong quan doi Viet Nam, ma lai them cd 
vd be. Toi thi cdng tac vdi tong thong Diem. Vi vay ma 
toi khong di lai vdi gia dinh ba Chi nffa. Sau 1960 , va nhat 
la sau 1968, thi "chie'n tuyen'' lai cang ro rang hdn nffa, vi-
ba Chi lam bi thd cho ba NguySnThi Bihh. Hai ngu"di con 
ba ay cung "anti-Saigon" rat hang, va khi '"phe ta" thang 
tran nam 1975 thi me con deii dat nhau ve Viet Nam tham 
vie'ng ngay. . ' • • 

Qua ban be, dac biet la anh Brm Kinh (nay da mat), 
mot ngffdi ban than cua gia dinh ba. Chi, ma cung than toi, 
toi dffdc biet nhu" tren, nen sau 1975, toi van giff thai do 
"kinh nhi v i ln chi". Nhffng mot horn, vao khoang nam 
1978, nhan dip ghe Paris, gap anh Bvxu Kinh, anh ay bao 
: "Sao toa khong den tham chi Chi ?". Toi tra ldi : "Stfc 
may ! Chac chi Chi ay tie'p tui ma. den !". Anh Kinh lai ndi 
: "De'n di ! Chi hoi tham toa do !". Toi ngac nhien. Anh 
Kinhlai ndi them : "Nay, thay doi roi!". Toi nghT :-"A, nhu" 
riia !". Va mot hai hom sau, toi dien thoai de'n ba Chi. Ba 
tra ldi rat vui ve, xem nhu chang cd gi xay ra giff a chi ay 
va toi tu" 1954 ca, va bao toi de'n chdi. Chi lai ndi them la 
chi se lam "puree de pomme de terre" cho toi an. Xin ndi 
do la mdn an ma trffdc 1954 ba ay thffdng cho toi an. Ba 
lam rat ngon, va toi rat thich. 

Trong buoi tai ngo, ndi chuyen long bong ludn may gid 
dong ho. Toi ngoi nghe nhieu hdn la ndi, va nghe ba me 

Co" tong tho'ng 
Ngo Dinh Diem 

con dua nhau da kich Viet Cong kich l iet! Toi 
sung so't. Toi khong dam hoi tai sao, nhffng chi 
doan, nhd ba Chi ndi "tui no te lam", va nhd 
anh Btfu Kinh cho biet trtfdc do la trong chuyen 
ve Viet Nam ba khong dtfdc Viet Cong tie'p 
ddn niem nd, vi no thang roi nen khong can 
de'n ba. nffa. Ba thi lai ttfdng rang vi ba la ngtfdi 
cd cong, nhat la da giiip cong san trong viec 
tuyen truyen (con dai than Trieu NguySn ma 
lai diing ve phe each mang, bi thd cho ba 
NguySn Thi Binh, d ngay Paris, trong mot cuoc 
dam phan he trong). Ngtfdi con thi cd thd 18 1&. 

"tui no do't qua" (ho ndi rang Ma Lai khong phai la quo'c 
gia doc lap, con Le Dtfc Tho, dtfdc anh ta din di coi thanh 
ttfu kinh te ky nghe Phap liic vie'ng tham Paris thi cho rang 
"chang cd gi dang de y" !!). Nhtfng dieu dang ghi nhat la 
giay phut chdt cua cuoc tai ngo. Luc do cung gan 12 gid 
khuya. Ba Chi dtfa toi ra cfra, va ciing toi di may btfdc ra 
gitfa phd', luc dd vang. Toi khong he de cap gi de'n ong 
Diem trong cuoc gap gd, nhtfng trtfdc khi chia tay ba ta ndi: 
"NghT ky lai, chi cd ong Diem la hdn he't !". 

3. Chuyen thtf ba la mot chuyen ve kien nhln, hay cd 
the ndi la l i 1dm. Ttf nam 1963 toi hang nghT rang ong Ho 
Chi Minh phai cd chia se vdi nhffng ngtfdi trong Dang mot 
nhan dinh gi ve cuoc dao chanh. Nhtfng stfu tam tai lieu, 
net nam nay qua nam khac, khong thay cd mot nhan dinh 
nao ciia ong Ho. Tat nhien, dieu dang lam nhat la hoi 
nhtfng ngtfdi gan gui ong Ho. Nhtfng ho la ngtfdi "phia ben 
kia", va ho lai d Ha Noi. Lam dtfdc viec nay hau nhtf la 
vo hy vong. Nhtfng, may thay, toi da lam dtfdc. 

Trong thdi gian gan day td-i may man gap mot ngtfdi tir 
Ha Noi, ma toi quen kha than trtfdc nam 1954. Va cung 
rat may, ngtfdi nay la mot ngtfdi hie'm cd da dtfdc chinh tai 
minh nghe ong Ho nhan dinh ve vu dao chanh 1963. Ngtfdi 
nay,tuyet do'i cam toi tie't 16 ten trong khi y con so'ng, vi 
day la mot "bi mat tham cung", toi goi y la "can bo X". 

Can bo X da ke cho toi nghe cau chuyen nhtf sau : Y la 
mot ngtfdi cd mat tai phu chu tich 6 Ha Noi ngay xay ra 
dao chanh d Sai Gon. Y thuoc mot nhdm dtfdc ong Ho cho 
gap-chieu ngay 2-11-1963. Khi vao phu chii tich thi ong Ho 
dang.ban tie'p mot phai doan gi do. Y phai ddi ngoai hanh 
lang. Dang ddi thi thay cd ngtfdi mang mot bao thd vao cho 
ong Ho. Nhin vao, thay ong md thd ra doc, xong, khong ndi 
gi, bo thd vao tiii, roi tie'p tuc tie'p khach. 

Mot hie sau, khach di roi, ong cho goi nhdm ciia can bo 
X vao, va ndi : "Luc nay ngtfdi ta bao cho Bac biet la ong 
Diem vtfa bi lat dd7. Ong Diem la ke dich thu ghe gdm nhtft 
cua Bac. Nay ong da bi loai roi, thi chien thang chac chan 
se ve ta roi". 

Lich su- mien Nam Viet Nam ttf 1963 de'n 1975 cd the 
thau gon trong cau ndi do, va nhffng ngffdi tff nhan la thuoc 
ve De Nhtft Cong Hda nen nhac nhii nhffng ca nhan, hay 
doan the, da nhiing tay yao viec lat do va ha sat tong tho'ng 
Ngo Dinh Diem nen suy niem ve cau ndi do va trach 
nhiem ciia minh ve nhffng gi da xay ra tff 1963 de'n nay. 

T o n That T h i e n (Ottawa, thang 11, 2003) 
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