40 nim ngay ddo chinh ché dd Ngo Dmh Diém

CAI NHIN TU SAI GON :

Phe cong sdn nghi sao ve ong Ng6 Dinh Diem
Vdi chayén mdt thdy tai nghe
Tiu Thit Thicn

LTS. B6n muoi ndm sau ngéy éng bi ddo chinh va thdm sdt, nhén vat Ngé Pinh Digm vén con la dé tai tranh ludn. Poi
v&i mot 6 nguoi éng Diém dd lam 16 mdt mét co hoi 1on vi khéng dit tdm véc ngang hang véi nhitng vén dé khé khan
mé 6ng phdi duong ddu va gidi quyét. P véi mot s6 ngudi khdc dng dd 1o nan nhén clia mét sai ldm 1én cita chinh phil
Kennedy va néu 6ng khdng bi lat d6 thi ché dj Viét Nam Céng Hoa da khbng phdi chiu s& phdn bi ddt ma né da phdi
chiu. C6 1¢ cd hai quan diém déu c6 phdn ding. It nhdt ngudi ta cd thé dong ¥ vdi nhau trén hai diém : nhitng tudng lanh
14t do va sdt hai 6ng Diém dd khong hanh dong vi quyén lpi dan tdc ma chi dd hanh ddng theo chi thi ciia Washington
vt kém xa 6ng Diém ; vé nhdn cdch 6ng Diém da hon hén nhitng doT thii ciia dng.

Trong s& trudc, Théng Ludn da ddng bai nhdn dinh cila 6ng Bii Tin vé cudc ddo chinh 14t d6 6ng Ngé Pinh Diém
nhu l& m@t cdi nhin tiv Ha N§i ; 6ng Biti Tin litc d6 1& phd téng bién tdp nhdt bdo Nhdn Dén, co quan ciia Pdng Cong
Sén Viét Nam tai Ha N§i. Ldn niy ching t6i déing sau déy bai ciia 6ng Tén That Thién nhu la mdt cdi nhin tiv Sai Gon
; Ong Tén That Thién liic d6 la tiy vién bdo chi cila 6ng Diém. Ciing nén néi thém la hai dng Tén Thdt Thién va Bii Tin
la ban than. Ho chi cdch nhau mét tudi, ciing 1o con ciia hai thugng thi triéu dinh Hué, nha & sdt vdch nhau, ciing hoc
mit trudng va cing ra Ha Noi tham gia cdch mang thdng 8-1945. Sau dd, dit ciing hoat dong trong nganh bdo chi, ho
di hai con dudng déT nghich nhau trong cudc tuong tranh quéc - cfng, nhut thdm kich chung ciia dan téc Viét Nam. Hién

nay ho lai la ban thdn va ciung la chi hitu trong Tdp Hop Dédn Chil Pa Nguyén.

Trong nhitng nim qua, t6i d4 c¢6 ghi mét s& nhan dinh
clia cdclanh tu cong san khi dugc tin vé vu téng théng Ngd
Binh Diém bi ddo chdnh va sdt hai. Cdc ldnh tu cdng sdn
mién Nam, nhu Nguy&n Hitu Tho, hoic mién Bic, nhu V5
Nguyén Gidp, va cd 6ng H6 Chi Minh, d&u cé nhin dinh
v& bi&n c8 nay. H6m nay, t6i nhic lai nhitng nhan xét dé,
va thém vao d6, t6i xin k& thém vai chuyén ma chinh tai
t6i d& dugc nghe, dic biét 12 nhén dinh ctia 6ng HS Chi
Minh, t¥ miéng motngudi d& dugc nghe chinh 6ng HS néi.
C6 biét nhitng chuyén ndy mdi c¢6 chat ligu d€ trd 181 cho
nhitng ngudi [4p ludn ring "gi€t 6ng Diém & mot diéu cdn
d€ trir hgu van". Nhung nay thi r rang ring d6 12 161 lim
tdy trdi clia mot s6 nhin vat, quin sy va dan sy, doi véi
dén toc Viét Nam, khéng nhitng d8i v6i hai trigu ngudi da
phdibd qué huong di tim ndi an thdn, ma ngay c& miy chuc
triéu ngudi mién Nam dang phai séng trong 6 nhuc, dan
ép, d6i rdch, ma ch€ do cong sdn dd 4p dit I1én ho.

T8i k€ lai sau ddy nhitng tuding thuat cia bdo chi va hoc
gid, ma t6i dd cé dip nhéc d€n trong bii diém sdch “The
Year of the Hare" clia Gido Su Francis Xavier Winters nim
1999 cho tap chi An D6 World Affairs : "Mot quan diém
méi v& vy ddo chdnh théang 11, 1963 : Ngb Pinh Diém
khong phéi 12 k& tdc qudi ma 12 m6t nan nhén cla thuc

dan" (bai ndy da dugc dich ra ti€ng Viét, in ra va phétcho
ngudi dy L& Tudng Nigm T8ng Thong nim 1999). T6i xin
trich lai miy doan sau day :

"Khi dugc tin 6ng Diém bj 1at d8, H3 Chi Minh néi véi
ky gid cdng s&n danh ti€ng, Wilfrid Burchett : "T6i khéng
th€ ngd ring tui M§ ngu dé€n thg".

Khi tudng Vo Nguyen Gidp va nhitng ddng chi cdn séng
s6t clia dng gap Ong McNamara & Ha Noi thdng 11 nim
1995, ho néi ring : “Chinh sdch Kennedy & Viét Nam sai

14m hé&t chd néi. Ng6 Pinh Diém 12 mdt ngudi cé tinh thin
qudc gia, khdng khi ndo 8ng chiu d€ cho ngudi My gianh
quyén diéu khién chi€n tranh, v sy ngudyi My gianh quyén
dd dwa ngudi My dén thét bai ddt gid. Cho nén, k&t qui
clia cudc ddo chdnh 14t d6 6ng Diém nam 1963 13 sy k&t
thic sém [sy hién dién] Hoa Ky & Viét Nam, mot diéu
dédng lam cho ngudi ta ngac nhién

Va dai phdt thanh Ha N&i néi : "Do sy 14t d8 Ngb Pinh
Diém va em 6ng 12 Ngb Binh Nhu, tyi d&€ qudc M§ da tu
minh hiy diét nhitng c6 s& chinh tri ma ho d& mAt bi&t bao
nhidu nim d€ xdy dung".

V& phia cdc lanh tu Mt Tran Gidi Phéng Mién Nam
thi ho khéng ngd 12 lai may mé&n nhu th€. Nguy&n Hitu Tho
néi v6i bdo Nhén Dén : "Sy 14t &8 Diém 12 m6t mén qua
ma Trdi ban cho ching t6i".

Va phé chi tich Trdn Nam Trung néi : "Tui M§ quyé&t
dinh d6i ngya gifta dong. Ching s& khéng khi nio tim dugc
mét ngudi hitu hiéu hon Diém".

Trén ddy 1a chuyé&n bdo chi va hoc gid ngoai quc ké
lai. Bdy gid t6i xin k€ ba chuy&n ma chinh t6i dd dugc tai
nghe mit thdy ti nhitng ngudi trong cudc. Nhitng chuyén
nay vira c6 mot gid tri nhén ching, vira c6 mét gis tri 16n
v& lich st, va d8i véi chiing ta, nhitng ngudi kinh mé&n Téng
Théng, né 1am cho ta hinh dién 12 "Diemiste”. (Nim 1955,
& qudng trudng Trocadéro, Paris, mot ngudi Phdp ming
toi 1a "espéce de Diemiste", khi vugt xe t6i, vi ng ta cho
ring t6i dd cdn dudng xe 6ng, va t6i ra't 14y 1am hanh dién
bi ming nhu vay...).

1. Trong nhitng ndm trudc 1963, trong s8 ky gid My &
Sai Gon c6 6ng Keyes Beech, dic phdi vién cda bdo
Chicago Tribune, mdtnha bdo rit duge kinh né. Nim 1963
6ng ndy khdng vao hiia véi ddm ky gid ch6ng t8ng théng.
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Sau 1963, 8ng duge & lai Sai Gon, va 6ng vin
than thigén vé6i t61. Ong thinh thodng mdi toi d€n
nhd 6ng 4y & gdn bd ngoai giao 4n com. Mdt
hém, trong nhitng chuyén dng k€ t6i nghe ¢
chuyén sau ddy.

Ong néi: "You know, on the afternoon of the
day President Diem was overtrhown, I was in a
bar in Pnom-Penh. Sitting next to me was Wilfrid
Burchett. We were not friends. But on hearing
the news about President Diem’s death, he
turned to me and said : "It's unbelievable ! They

C8 t8ng théng
Ng6 Dinh Diém

con dua nhau d4 kich Viét Cong kich liét ! T61
sing s6t. T6i khong ddm hdi tai sao, nhung chi
dodn, nhd ba Chi ndi "tyi né té 1dm", va nhd
anh Bitu Kinh cho bi&t truc dé 12 trong chuy&n
vé Viét Nam ba khéng dugc Viét Cong ti€p
dén niém nd, vi né thing rdi nén khéng cin
d€nba nita. Ba thilai tudng ring vi ba 13 ngudi
cé cobng, nhdt 12 d4 gidp cong sdn trong vige
‘tuyén truyén (con dai thin Tridu Nguy&n ma
lai ding v& phe cdch mang, bi thd cho ba
Nguyén Thi Binh, & ngay Paris, trong mot cudc

have killed the only man with the ideas and the
organisation that can stop us". (“Thit 12 khong thé tin
dugc: ching né dd gi€t chét ngudi duy nhi't cé tu tudng va
t8 chifc c6 thé chin ching t6i"). Burchett khong ndi o

“ching né" va chung t61" 12 ai, nhung ta cfing c¢6 thé thay
rola’ chung né" 1a phe chdng céng, va “ching t61" 1a phe
chng san.

2. Lic tré, trudc nim 1945, & Hu€, t6i quen ba Hd Thi
Mong Chi. B nay 12 con cu thugng tho HS Pic Khai, chdu
goi bac s Ton That Tiing 14 cdu, va vg bdc s Ping Vin
H4. Béc 7 Tling 12 ba con va hang x6m, & cdch nha t8i hai
nha, va ba Chi & sit nha bdc sT Ting. Ba lai & ban thdn
clia 6ng Ta Quang Bitu, thdy t6i. Nén Chﬁng 81 qua lai
thudng, va t0i coi ba &y nhu 12 chi, va ba &y cling ddi xit
v§i t61 nhu em minh.

Sau 1945, ba Chi dem con di Phép, & Pans cho chung
di hoc. Lic d6 t61 du hoc & London. Miia hé ndo cling cd

v€ Paris choi va & nha ba 4y, c6 khi & cd thdng. Nhung sau

1954, ba td ra than v4i phia Béc Viét, c6 18 vi bac si Tling
va 6ng Bltu & phia @6, cling c6 thé vi bdc si. HS, ldc d6 1a
thi€u t4 qun y trong quén ddi Viét Nam, ma lai thém cé

vo bé. Toi thl cdng téc vdi tdng théng Diém. Vi vay rna‘

t6i khong di lai v6i gia dinh ba Chi nita. Sau 1960, va nhat
13 sau 1968, thi
bi Chi l1am bi thd cho ba Nguy&n-Thi Binh. Hai ngudi cdn
ba 4y ciing "anti-Saigon” rt hing, va khi "phe ta" thing
trin nam 1975 thi me con deu d&tnhau vé Viét Nam thim
vi€ng ngay. . ‘

Qua ban b&, dic biét 13 anh Bitu Kinh (nay da rnat)
mdt ngudi ban than cda gia dinh ba Chi, ma cling than t8i,
t6i dugc bi&t nhu trén, nén sau 1975, toi vin giit thdi do
“kinh nhi vi&n chi®.
1978, nhén dip ghé Paris, gip anh Biru Kinh, anh 4y bdo
: "Sao toa khdng dén tham chi Chi ?". T6i trd 18i : "Stc
miy ! Chéc chi Chi 4y ti€p tui ma d&n !". Anh Kinh lai néi
: "P&n di ! Chi hdi thim toa d6 !". T6i ngac nhién. Anh
Kinh lai néi thém : "Nay, thay d8irdi I", T6i nghi : MA, nhu
ra 1. Va mdt hai hém sau, t6i dién thoai d€n ba Chi. Ba
trd 181 rdt vui v&, xem nhu ching cé gl x4y ra giita chi &y
VA t61 tir 1954 c4, va bdo tdi dén choi. Chi lai néi thém 14
chi s& 1am "purée de pomme de terre” cho tdi dn. Xin ndi
d6 12 mén dn ma trudc 1954 ba 4y thudng cho t6i in. Ba
1am rd't ngon, v toi rit thich.

Trong budi tdi ngd, néi chuyén 16ng bong ludn may gits
ddng hd. T6i ngdi nghe nhidu hon 12 ndi, v nghe ba me

“chi&n tuy&n" lai cing ro rang hon nita, vi--
- day 1& mdt "bi mét thdm cung”,

Nhung mdt hém, vdo khodng nim -

- X vdo, vd nbi:

dam phdn hé trong). Ngudii con thi c6 thé 16 12
"tui né dot qud" (ho néi ring M4 Lai khéng phai la qudc
gia d6c 1ap, cdn L& Pitc Tho, dugc anh ta din di coi thanh
tuu kinh t& k§ nghé Phdp ldc vi€ng thim Paris thi cho ring
"ching c6 gi ddng d&€ y" !!). Nhung diéu ddng ghi nha't 1a
gidy phit chét clia cude tdi ngd. Liic 6 ciing gin 12 gig
khuya, Ba Chi dva t6i ra clta, v cling ti di may budc ra
gilta pho, lic @6 ving. Tdi khong hé dé cip gl d&n ong
Diém trong cudc gdp gd, nhung trudc khi chia tay ba ta ndi:
"Nghi k¥ lai, chi ¢ 6ng Diém 12 hon hét I".

3. Chuyén tht ba 12 mdt chuy&n v& ki&n nhin, hay cé
th€ néi 1a 1l lgm. Tl nim 1963 ti hiing nghi ring 6ng HJ
Chi Minh phdi ¢ chia sé vdi nhitng ngudi trong Ddng mot
nhén dinh gi v€ cudc ddo chdnh. Nhung suu tim tai lidu,
h&€t nim ndy qua nim khdc, khéng thdy c6 mdt nhan dinh
nio clla 6ng HS. T4t nhién, diéu ddng 1am nhdt 12 hdi

‘nhitng ngudi gdn giti 6ng H6. Nhung ho 14 ngudi "phia bén

kia", va ho lai & Ha N&i. Lam dugc viéc ndy hdu nhu 12

. v6 hy vong. Nhung, may thay, t6i d& lam dugc.

Trong th&i gian gin day t6i may mén gip mdt ngudi ti
Ha N&i, ma t6i quen khd thén trudc ndm 1954. Va ciing
rit may, ngudi ndy 12 mot ngudi hi€m c6 d& duge chinh tai
minh nghe 8ng H8 nhén dinh v& vy ddo chdnh 1963. Ngudi
ndy tuyét d8i cAm t6i ti€t 16 t&n trong khi y cdn séng, Vi |
' t6i goi y 14 "cdn bo X".

‘Cdn bd X dd k€ cho t6i nghe cdu chuyén nhu'sau: Y 12
mdt ngudi cé mit tai phd chd tich § Ha N&i nghy xdy ra
d&o chéanh & Sai Gon. Y thuéc mdt nhém duge dng HS cho
gipchiéu nvay 2-11-1963. Khi vao pht chi tich thi 8ng HS
dang.ban ti€p mdt phdi dodn gl d6. Y phai dgi ngoai hianh
lang. Pang dgi thi thi'y c6 ngudi mang mot bao tho vio cho
6ng HS. Nhin vio, thd'y 6ng md tho ra doc, xong, khéng néi

gl, bd thg vao tdi, rdi ti€p tuc ti€p khdch.

Mot ldc sau, khdch di rdi, dng cho goinhdém cda cdn bd
"Lidc ndy ngudi ta bdo cho Béc bi€t I3 6ng ]
Di&m vira bi 14t d8. Ong Digm 12 k& dich thi ghé gém nhift
clia Béc. Nay 6ng d4 bi loai rdi, thi chi&€n thing chic chin
s& v& ta rdi".

Lich st mién Nam Viét Nam tir 1963 d&n 1975 c6 thé
thau gon trong ciu ndi d6, va nhitng ngudi tyw nhin 14 thude
vé P& Nhitt Céng Hoda nén nhic nhii nhitng c4 nhén, hay
doan thé, d4 nhiing tay vao vigc 14t d6 va ha st tdng théng
Ngé Pinh Diém nén suy niém vé& cdu néi d6 va trich
nhiém cda minh v& nhitng gi dd x4y ra tir 1963 dé&n nay.

Toén That Thién (Ottawa, thang 11, 2003)
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