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Suy ngam ve 
250 nam tiidng tranh 
Trinh - Nguyen - Tay Sdn 

Ton That Thien 

Nam 1558, Nguyen Hoang, vi muon tranh bi 
Trinh Kiem giet nhu ong anh la Nguyen Uong, xin di 
giu chuc tran thu Thuan Hoa. Sii kien nay la khdi 
diem cua mot cuoc tuong tranh Trinh-Nguyen lau dai. 
Sau nam 1774 cuoc tuong tranh nay trd thanh mdt 
cuoc tuong tranh tay ba khi Tay Sdn ndi len chong 
chua Nguyen, rdi chong luon chua Trinh va, sau do 
chiem Phii Xuan, tien quan ra Thang Long, dut luon 
ca Nha Le. Cuoc tuong tranh nay cham dut nam 1802, 
sau khi, til Gia Dinh Nguyen Phuc Anh tien dan len 
phia bac, tai chiem Phii Xuan, len ngoi hoang de, va 
xua quan ra chiem luon Thang Long, trd thanh vi vua 
dau tien cua mot nude Viet Nam hoan toan thong nhut 
sau 250 nam phan chia. 

Trong 250 nam Trinh-Nguyen-Tay Sdn tiidng 
tranh, nhan dan Viet Nam bi dieu dung ve chien 
tranh lien mien tii Ca Mau den Cao Bang, nhung 
lich su 250 nam nay chua dung mot so bai hoc ma 
ngudi Viet nhat la nhung nguoi uu tii ve chinh sii, 
can suy ngam. (1) 

I . Trinh-Nguyen 
Nam 1527 Mac Dang Dung tiem ngoi vua Le va 

xung de. Cuoc tiem vi nay la mot dip cho nhung nguoi 

tai ba nhii Nguyen Kim xuat hien. Nguyen Kim danh 
bai ho Mac, tai lap nha Le (1535), lay lai Tay Do 
(Thanh Hoa), va sau do Thang Long (1545). Nhung 
thay vi trd thanh mot dai cong than cua Trieu dinh 
Nha Le thi ong bi dau doc chet (1545). Dia vi dai 
cong than, vdi chuc vi Thudng phu, Thai sii, rdi vao 
tay ngudi re ong la Trinh Kiem. 

Muon 'on dinh' tinh hinh, nghia la nam toan 
quyen, rung hoanh ma khong bi ai can tro, Trinh Kiem 
muu giet con cua Nguyen Kim. Nguyen Uong la nan 
nhan dau tien. Em Nguyen Uong, Nguyen Hoang, 
sang suot, biet rang sau anh minh se den minh. Va 
ong khon ngoan nghe ldi ong Trang Trinh Nguyen 
Binh Khiem Hoanh sdn nhat dai van dai dung than, 
nho chi la Ngoc Bao, vd Trinh Kiem, xin cho lam 
Tran thii Thuan Hoa. Trinh Kiem chap nhan, nghi 
rang quyet dinh nhu vay la chinh tri cao: 

1/ day mot ngiioi cd uy the, cd the canh tranh vdi 
minh, di ndi xa de lam mot nhiem vu day nguy hiem, 
co the di ma khong ve, 

2/ cd ngiioi cd kha nang chong dep bay toi Nha 
Mac dang khuay pha Thuan Hoa. 

Nhung that ra, nhin dai han, quyet dinh ciia Trinh 
Kiem lai cd hau qua ngiidc lai: no tao ra mot trung 
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tam quyen hie d xa, viia ngoai vdng kiem soat cua 
minh, viia co tiem nang phat trien va trd thanh ldn 
manh hdn Thang Long. 

Trong miioi nam dau, Nguyen Hoang chi la Tran 
thu Thuan Hoa, mot manh dat tudng dd'i nho, gbm 
cac tinh Quang Binh, Quang Tri va Thiia Thien ngay 
nay. Vdi chiing do dat, Nguyen Hoang khong du tai 
nguyen, khong cd hau can de cong khai chong Trinh. 
Va lai Trinh Kiem cung chua to rd y do thanh toan 
ong: nam 1569, Trinh Kiem con xin vua cho Nguyen 
Hoang kiem luon chuc tran thu Quang Nam. Vdi dat 
dai rong hdn, tai nguyen ddi dao hdn, the cua Nguyen 
Hoang manh hdn, nhung ong sang suot chua tiet Id y 
dinh ly khai, vi dat nay con mdi hdn dat Thuan Hoa 
nua, can phai khai pha. 

Y do ly khai cua Nguyen Hoang bat dau Id ra khi 
Trinh Tung, nguoi ke' vi Trinh Kiem (1570) cd thai 
do bat hao dd'i vdi ong. Nam 1592, Nguyen Hoang 
dem quan ra bac giiip vua danh dep tan quan ho Mac 
va d lai Thang Long chau vua, nhung d do tam nam 
ma klidng he thay Trinh Tung ndi den chuyen cho 
ong ve lai nhiem so. Do do, nam 1600 ong len rdi 
Thang Long de trd lai Thuan Hoa. Tuy vay, cho den 
khi qua ddi, nam 1613, trong hdn 50 nam lam Tdng 
Tran Thuan Quang, Nguyen Hoang khong he cd cu 
chi cong khai chong lai Trieii dinh. Vdi Chua Sai 
Nguyen Phiic Nguyen ke vi , sii de dat do khong can 
nua, vi chiia phudng nam cam thay minh nay da cd 
du sue diidng dau vdi Trinh. Nam 1620, chiia Sai cong 
khai khong nop thue' cho Thang Long nua. 

Hanh dong ciia Chiia Sai dat Trinh Tung va nhung 
nguoi ke vi mot 'viec phiidng nam' Ion ma ho phai 
'giai quyet': sii hien dien d phudng nam ciia mot the 
luc doc lap thach thue chinh quyen trung uong. Tii 
1627 den 1672, Trinh Tung va nhung ngiioi ke vi ong 
bay fan cu binh danh Chiia Nguyen, nhung khong 
'giai quyet' dude van de: Tan nao ho cung that bai. 

Chiia khai qud'c, Nguyen Hoang (Doan quan 
cong), la vi chiia cd ban linh nhat, va cong lao nhat 
ciia Nha Nguyen. Luc vao tran thu Thuan Hda, phai 
dd'i phd vdi mot tinh hinh rat phuc tap va voi nhieu 
khd khan, nhung Nguyen Hoang da on dinh dude tinh 
hinh va viidt qua nhung khd khan do. Sd ghi nhu sau: 

Nhan dan Thuan Hoa bay gid gbm nhung thanh 
phan rat phuc tap. Ngoai nhung ngudi cham Jo cay 
cay lam an, con nhung ngudi theo Nha Mac hoac 
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khuaydpng cho Nha Mac, nhung nguoi tu day nhung 
du dang, phieu lull, tii cac mien Nghe, Thanh, hoac 
xa hdn nua, xam nhap qua cac thdi dai, di tim may 
man d mien dat mdi, nhung quan quan bat man ho 
Trinh hoac bi lam 161 bo chay vao nam, nhung tho 
hao, tho tu ciidng nganh, nhung nhieu ludng dan, 
nhung ngudi Cham con d lai. Bay nhieu hang ngudi, 
Doan quan cong phai khai hoa ho, buocho phai yen 
on lam an, khien ho tung phuc minh. Cong viec ay 
khong phai de dang. Va chiia da lam tron sumang.... 
Chua vd vequan dan, thu dung hao kiet, nhesu'u thue, 
dan chung vuiphuc, thudnggoila Chua Tien . 

(PhanKhoang, I , 138). 
Nha Nguyen lai dude cai may man la Nguyen 

Hoang, mot vi chiia tai ba due do, ban lanh cao, lai 
sd'ng lau (89 tudi), va d ngoi rat lau (55 nam). Truoc 
khi chet, Chiia can dan con cai nhu sau, nhung loi 
dan cd gia tri ldn ve chien hide va chinh tri can ban: 

Dat Thuan, Quangphia bac co song Linh Giang 
hiem trd, phia nam co nui Hai Van, nui Thach Bi 
vung hen; nui sinh vang sat, bien co ca mudi, that la 
dat dung than cua nhung ke anh hung. Neu biet day 
dan, luyen binh, de chong choi vdi ho Trinh thi du 
xay dung sunghiep muon ddi; neu the luc khong dich 
dude thi co'giu'dat dai dechd ddi thdi cd.. 

(PhanKhoan, I , 164) 
Thdi cd da den sdm hdn Chiia Nguyen Hoang dii 

tinh, vi chi 7 nam sau khi ong mat, ngiioi ke vi la 
Chiia Sai Nguyen Phuc Nguyen da khong do dii ly 
khai vdi Thang Long. Su ghi: nam 1629, thdi chiia 
thu hai, Sai Viidng Nguyen Phuc Nguyen (1613-
163 5), Trinh Trang mud'n dem quan danh phudng nam, 
thi cd bay tdi Nguyen Danh The can ngan, ndi rang: 
Nay nam phudng vua toi hoa muc, nudegiau binh 
manh, khongnen dung binh. (Phan Khoang, I , p. 178) 

Ve thdi chiia thu ba, chiia Thiidng Nguyen Phuc 
Lan (1635-1648), su viet: tii thdi Thai To (Nguyen 
Hoang)... trii hai vu giao tranh nho (1627,1633) trong 
nude yen on, lai mua ning thuan hda... bay gid nude 
giau, dan thinh, cd canh tudng thai binh 

(PhanKhoang, I , p. 191). 
Trong thoi nay, cd luc Chiia Nguyen Phuc Lan sa nga, 
chdi boi xa xi , giet oan nhieu ngiioi, nhung Chiia tinh 
ngd kip, cho nen luc Trinh vao danh, khong thang 
diidc, mot phan vi thdi tiet, quan dm chet nhieu.,.., 
nhung mot phan cung nho cd tuong gidi, nhii Dung 



Le Haii, Nguyen Phuc Tan, chiia Hien sau nay. Dung 
Le ffau cung la nguoi dau tien trong lich su Viet Nam 
danh bai mot hie liiong thuy quan Tay phudng (Hoa 
Lan). Tuong gidi chi thi tho duoc tai nang neu gap 
chiia tot. 

Thdi Chiia Hien (1648-1687), cung la thdi ky thai 
binh thinh tri nhii loi su chep: Bay gid trong coi vd 
su, tlidc ilia duocmua, Chua cangsua sang chinh tri, 
khong xay dai ta, khong gan thanh sac, giam nhegiao 
dich, thue ma, tram ho vui ve, deu khen la ddi thai 
binh. (Phan Khoang., I , 213) 

Va cung may man cho Nha Nguyen, chiia Hien 
cung song lau (68 tuoi) va tri vi lau (39 nam). Tnidc 
khi chet ong nhan con la Nguyen Phuc Tran, Chiia 
Nghia: noi thanh due cua to tdng, cau hien dai si, 
thudng dan, yeu binh, chd tin idi dem pha, chd bo 
nhung ngudihgay thing, de xay nghiep ldn, ay la dai 
hieb. (Phan Khoang, I , 216) 

Nam 1687 Chiia Nghia Nguyen Phuc Tran (1689-
1691) ddi dinh den Phii Xuan, xay cung, dien. Nam 
1744, Chiia thu sau, Chiia Minh Nguyen Phuc Chu 
(1691-1725) xung Qud'c chiia. Len ngoi luc mdi 17 
tudi, Chiia mien thue cho dan, chieu hien dai si, cau 
loi ndi hay, nap Idi can gian, bo xa hoa, bdt chi phi, 
nhe thue ma dieu dich, bdt viec hinh nguc. Diidi ddi 
chiia nay, nam 1697 dat phii Binh Thuan va lap Phien 
Tran (Gia-Dinh), dat dai Nha Nguyen md rong tii 
Quang Binh den Phan Thiet va tran vao Gia Dinh. 

Nam 1744, Chiia V6 Nguyen Phuc Khoat, xung 
Qud'c Viidng. Tii nay, 'Xu Dang Trong' la mot qud'c 
gia rieng biet, doc lap. Dinh Phii Xuan, nay la thu do, 
ddi den mot khu mdi va mang danh Do Thanh. 

Trong tudng tranh Trinh-Nguyen, cac chiia 
Nguyen cd mot yeu to' can ban ma ho Trinh thie'u: 
chinh nghia. Ca chiia Nguyen lan chiia Trinh deu tuyen 
bd' 'phd Le', nhung the ciia chiia Nguyen tot hdn, vi 
chiia Trinh khong nhung lan ap uy hiep vua, ma con 
giet vua (Trinh Tung giet Vua Le Anh Tdng nam 1573 
va Vua Le Kinh Tdng nam 1619), trong khi cac chiia 
Nguyen khong mang tieng do, ma lai con kheo leo, 
tuy da thiet lap mot qud'c gia doc lap (de facto sau 
1620 va de jure, xiing Qud'c viidng nam 1744), nhung 
cho den khi Tay Sdn dut nha Le, ho Nguyen van gid 
nien hieu nha Le. Ho tuyen bd chi vi phd Le ma chd'ng 
ho Trinh. Dan gian va quan than ca Mien Nam lan 
Mien Bac tin nhii vay. Cho nen khong nhung Chiia 

Trinh khong 'giai quyet diidc van de phiidng nam' -
diet Nguyen - va luc lam nguy that sii, ho Trinh khong 
dude sii che chd cua dan nhd chiia Nguyen. 

Phan khac, sau 1692, 'Xu Dang Trong' khong 
con la hai tran Thuan Quang nua, ma la mot qud'c gia 
lanh thd rong Ion hdn, dan ddng hdn, tai nguyen dbi 
dao hdn, lien lac voi qud'c te thuan Idi hdn, dan tii 
song Gianh den Ca Mau, Chau Dd'c, Ha Tien. Qud'c 
gia nay gbm hai viing dat se mang ten vao lich sii: 
Phii Xuan va Gia Dinh. 

Lanh tho Viet Nam duoc md rong, va khai thac 
den Binh Thuan, la cong trinh cua cac chiia Nguyen. 
Tat nhien, nhu cau cd tai nguyen nhan liic de diidng 
dau vdi ho Trinh la mot yeu to' quan trong. Nho cd 
them tai nguyen nhan liic ma ho Nguyen manh hdn 
ho Trinh nhieu. Neu ngay tnidc chi vdi hai xii Thuan, 
Quang cac chiia Nguyen da pha vd dddc y db 'giai 
quyet viec phddng nam' cua cac chiia Trinh den 1672, 
thi sau do the liic ho lai cang vd dich dbi vdi ho Trinh. 
Do la dd'i vdi mien bac, cho den nam 1771. Tii nam 
nay trd di ho Trinh phai dd'i phd vdi mot thach thue tii 
mien nam den: thach thue Tay Sdn. 

I I . Trinh, Nguyen va Tay Sdn 
Nha Nguyen, cung nhu nhieu trieu dai khac, sau mot 
thbi ky hung thinh thi gap mot thdi gian suy nhiidc. 
Tinh trang nay xay ra diidi thbi Dinh Vddng Nguyen 
Phuc Thuan, chiia thu tam (1765-1776). Chiia con 
nhd, mdi 12 tuoi liic ke vi , chi thich vui chdi, ca hat, 
va cac dinh than cung chi nidu che, xa xi , yen tiec vui 
chdi, khong lo gi den viec ndbc. 

Nguyen do ciia tinh trang tren la Tnidng Phuc 
Loan, cau cua Nguyen Phuc Khoat, xao tron ke vi , 
loai cong tii Luan, con thu hai cua Nguyen Phuc 
Khoat, dda Nguyen Phuc Thuan len ngoi chiia de de 
lung doan. 

Tinh trang trieu chinh Nha Nguyen hdn loan, quan 
than bat man va dan gian oan than Tnidng Phuc Loan 
too dieu kien ly tiidng cho nhiing ke muon danh sup 
Nha Nguyen. Trong so nay cd hai ngdbi ndn ndng ra 
tay: d phddng bac Chiia Trinh cho cd hoi nay tii lau; va 
phddng nam mot ngdbi cd tham vong lbn, Nguyen Nhac. 

Nguyen Nhac ra tay trdbc. Tii nam 1771, chieu 
nap be dang va thu phuc nhan tam, nam 1773 Nguyen 
Nhac dudng cb Tay Son, dem quan danh chiem Qui 
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Nhdn va sau do, tien len Quang Nam. 
Tii phia bac, Trinh Sam, dddc bao cao ve tinh 

hinh ndi bo Nam Ha rdi ren, thay day la thdi cd de 
'giai quyet viec phudng nam'. Quan Trinh ddoi quyen 
chi huy cua Dai tdong Hoang Ngu Phuc danh chiem 
Thuan Hda d l dang. Khdi binh vddt song Gianli vao 
thang 10 (1774), qua thang 2, quan Trinh den Hb Xa 
(Quang Tri) va thang 3 (1775) chiem thanh Phu Xuan. 

O phia nam cung vay. Tay Sdn tien quan chiem 
Quang Nam de dang vi quan dpi Nha Nguyen bay 
gid trong nude vd sii lau ngay tudng si khong quen 
tran mac, nSn khi phai di danh, phan nhieu tim cd de 
xin mien, Tnidng Phuc Loan an cua dut lot, sai thay 
ngudi khac, ngudi bi sai sau xin thay khong dude, 
sinh oan han, binh si deu bat binh, nen ra tran chay 
ngay. (Phan Khoan, I , 258). 

Trong khi do, cong tdc , dai than Nha Nguyen am 
mdu lat Tnidng Phuc Loan, gay rdi loan. Quan Tay Sdn 
dddng nhien trb thanh quan trii loan Tnidng Phuc Loan. 

Tnidc khi tien vao Phii Xuan, Hoang Ngu Phuc keu 
gpi Dinh Vddng hoi tai Phii Xuan de cung danh giac 
Tay Sdn. Khong can thong minh lam Dinh Vddng cung 
phai hieu rang quan Trinh vao nam khong phai de cuu, 
ma de diet ho Nguyen. Cho nen cud'i thang 12 am lich 
(1774), de tranh bi ket vao the gong kem - Trinh d phia 
bac danh xubng, Tay Sdn d phia nam danh len - Dinh 
Vddng cung hai chau la Hoang Tu Dddng va Nguyln 
Anh xud'ng thuyen tron vao Quang Nam. 

Liic nay subt td nam Quang Nam den Binh Thuan 
deu da bi Tay Sdn chiem cu, khong con ndi nao Chiia 
Nguyln cd hy vpng nddng than. Den Quang Nam 
khong b lau dddc, Chua Dinh Vddng lai phai dong 
thuyen vao Gia Dinh, chi dan theo dddc mot ngdbi 
chau la Nguyln Anh, vi cuu tinh cua Nha Nguyen 
sau nay; ngddi chau thu hai, Hoang Tu Dddng, mac 
ket tai Quang Nam, bi Nguyen Nhac bat. 

O day cd hai diem dang ghi. 
Mot la: Trinh Sam chi muon diet trii uy the hp 

Nguyen chd khong tham vpng chiem cu lanh tho Nam 
Ha. Ve diem nay, ong ta chia xe quan niem cua dinh 
than Thang Long la 'Nam Ha la dat cua Nha Nguyen'. 
Ma diing vay. O day, dan khong cd cam tinh voi hp 
Trinh va quan dan Bac Ha. Cho nen, Trinh Sam, luc 
do dang ddng d Nghe An, khong bubn bdbc chan den 
Phu Xuan. Ong ta chi ham hot vet kho tang cua Chua 
Nguyen. Xong viec, ong trb ve bac ngay vi uy the 
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cua hp Trinh d Thang Long cung khong phai la vdng 
chac lam. 

Hai la: hp Trinh khong cd kha nang chiem gid 
Nam Ha. Hoang Ngu Phuc, vien tudng dang say men 
thang tran, muon xua quan tien them ve mien nam. 
Trinh Sam khong tan thanh lam, nhdng cho dng ay 
tuy tien. Dddc phep, Hoang Ngu Phuc vddt deo Hai 
Van vao Quang Nam va cham tran khong phai vbi 
quan Nguyen, ma vbi quan Tay Sdn. Tuy thang tran, 
dng ta cung nan, vi quan Trinh, mot phan vi tran chien, 
mot phan vi mac benh, chet qua nua. Do do, thua dip 
Nguyen Nhac xin dau hang va tinh nguyen lam tien 
khu di danh hp Nguyln, Hoang Ngu Phuc xin Trinh 
Sam cho rut quan ve Thuan Hda, va phong cho 
Nguyen Nhac lam Tien phong tdong quan. Trinh Sam 
chap nhan ngay. Sau 200 nam, hp Trinh va quan than 
kham pha sii that: 'Nam Ha la dat cua Nha Nguyen'. 

Ho Trinh khong du kha nang chiem, va nhat la 
gid, dat Thuan Quang vi tu Thang Long vao Phu Xuan 
ddbng xa; den Binh Thuan con xa hdn, vao den Gia 
Dinh hay tan Ha Tien thi lai qua xa, trong khi Chua 
Trinh khong the di vang lau, bd ngd Thang Long. 
Xua quan vao nam la bd mdi bat bong, lam mot 
chuyen phieu ldu. Phan khac, muon danh chiem Mien 
Nam, chi den Binh Thuan thdi, chua ndi den Ha Tien, 
Phu Qud'c, phai cd nhieu quan linh, khi gidi, binh 
thuyen, lddng thiic. Nhdng thu nay Bac Ha khong du 
sue cung cap, phai thau gdp d Nam Ha. 

Bat dan Nam Ha ddng gdp binh si, quan nhu, 
lddng thiic de danh Chua Nguyen, chua cua hp, tren 
dat cua hp, la mot viec khd thiic hien dddc. Phan khac, 
trong nhan quan cua dan Thuan Hda, quan quan nha 
Trinh chi la mot dpi quan chiem ddng, nhat la, sau 
khi chiem Phu Xuan, y do diet, thay vi cuu Nguyln, 
dddc bieu Id rd rang. Ndi ve tinh hinh Thuan Hda khi 
quan Trinh chiem ddng Phu Xuan, Le Quy Don viet: 

Bay gid binh dan d lan Ion nhau, quan doiy the 
ciidp doat, dd cac trai linh cu de lam cui, dat nhung 
don mdi debit bd, kham xet, tien kem khong an, 
gia lua votlen cao... Ve phia quan thi Tran Vu Pham 
Ngd Cau la 'ngdbi ngddc hoanh, tham nhieu, day xeo 
nhan dan'. Dan lai bi budc thay ddi y phuc, an mac 
theo loi Bac Ha. (Phan Khoang, I , 301-302) 

Cung vi vay, khi quan Tay Sdn tien ra bac ddoi 
chieu bai 'hd Le Diet Trinh', quan than dan chung 
Thuan Hda deu hddng ung. Quan Trinh thua chay bi 



dan danh, giet. Ve phia cac chua, thi Doan Nam Vddng 
Trinh Khai, thay vi dddc dan che dau bao ve lai bi 
dan bat bd cui nop Tay Sdn, phai tu van, con Trinh 
Bong, vi chua cud'i cung, Mdi binh may fan (de chong 
Nguyin Huu Chinh) nhung Mong thanh cong, chan 
nan sii ddi ben bo di tu, ve sau Miong ai bie't chet d 
dau. (Tran Trong Kim, I I , 123). 

Cac chua Nguyen khong cd ai bi nhd vay. Ngay 
ca trong nhung luc bi quan Tay Sdn lung dudi rao 
riet, tren dat Gia Dinh, khi nao, ndi nao, Nguyen Anh 
cung cd trung thin phd ta, dan gian che chd bao ve va 
khong ngai gdp cong gdp cua giup Nguyen Anh gay 
dung luc lddng nham khdi phuc cd db. Nhan tam Mien 
Nam hddng ve chua Nguyen. Cam tinh cua dan Mien 
Nam dd'i vdi Nha Nguyen con sau dam lau ngay ve sau 
(2). Dan chiing Nam Ha chi chap nhan Chua Nguyen la 
chua chinh thd'ng cua ho. Day la mot su that cung se 
den vdi Tay Sdn sau nay khi ho phai dd'i phd vdi Nguyen 
Anh d Thuan-Quang, nhat la d Gia Dinh. 

Tien quan vao den Chau 6, ranh gidi Quang Nam-
Quang Ngai ngay nay, Hoang Ngu Phuc gap quan 
cua Nguyen Nhac va danh bai quan Tay Sdn d Cam 
Sa. Nhan thay luc lddng minh con yeu, Nguyen Nhac 
xin hang, dang ba phu Qui Nhdn, Quang Ngai, Quang 
Nam, va tinh nguyen lam tien quan cua Chua Trinh 
danh Nguyen. Yeu cau nay dddc chap thuan. Ranh 
tay ve phia bac, Nhac sai em la Nguyen Ld vao danh 
Gia Dinh va chiem Sai Con (1776), rbi tu xdng Tay 
Sdn Vddng. Nam sau, 1777, Nguyln Nhac xin lam 
Tran Thu Quang Nam, Trinh Sam chap thuan va 
phong cho tddc quan cong (Cung Quan Cong). Vdi 
nhdng van ddng nay, Tay Sdn mat mot yeu to' rat quan 
trong trong cuoc chien tay ba Trinh-Nguyen-Tay Sdn: 
chinh nghia. 

Tay Sdn mat chinh nghia ve ba phia: phia ho 
Nguyen; phia ho Trinh; phia Nha Le. 

Day cb khdi nghia, quan Tay Son nhan danh 
chd'ng che do chuyen quyen thdi nat cua Tnidng Phuc 
Loan. Hanh ddng nay hop long dan, nen uy the cua 
Tay Sdn tang mau. Sau khi quan Tay Sdn chiem dddc 
Qui Nhdn va tien ra Quang Nam, ho bat dddc Ddng 
Cung Dddng, dda ve Qui Nhdn. Nguyln Nhac mud'n 
dung chieu bai 'Phd Ddng Cung' chd'ng Tnidng Phuc 
Loan de thu hut sii dng ho cua dan va quan than hp 
Nguyln. Day la mot chieu bai tot, va luc dau ngay ca 
Ddng Cung Dddng va can than cung mac Ida. Nhung 

sau khi Nhac dung chieu bai nay de Ida giet Tdng 
Phuoc Hdp va chiem Phu Yen thi tam dia va y do cua 
Tay Sdn dddc phdi bay ra anh sang. Ddng Cung 
Dddng trd'n khdi Qui Nhdn va chay vao nam. Tay 
Sdn khong con dung danh nghia 'Phd Ddng Cung' 
dddc nua. 

Nam 1776, sau khi Nguyen Lu danh chiem dddc 
Sai Con, Nguyln Nhac tu xdng vddng. Nam sau, 
Nguyln Hue lai danh Gia Dinh, bat giet dddc Due 
Tdng va Ddng Cung Dddng. 

Nam 1778 Nguyln Nhac tii xdng de (Hoang De 
Thai Due). Nam 1786 Nguyln Hue dem quan ra danh 
lay Phu Xuan rbi tien ra Thang Long voi danh nghia 
'Diet Trinh Phd Le'. Day la mot chieu bai tot dd'i voi 
Bac Ha. Thanh toan xong hp Trinh, Nguyln Hue nit 
quan ve Thuan Hda, de Nguyln Huu Chinh d lai. Vua 
Le Chieu Thong binh liic khong cd, the cd, bi ca Trinh 
lan Tay Sdn uy hie'p, cau cuu Trung Qud'c, tao cho 
nha Thanh cd hoi tot dem quan xam lang va thdn tinh 
Viet Nam. Nhdng Nguyln Hue danh tan dddc quan 
Thanh, cham dut luon Nha Le. Vbi du kien nay, chieu 
bai 'Phu Le' cung tieu tan. Tu nay, nhdng chieu bai 
tot ma Tay Sdn cd the dung d Nam Ha lan Bac Ha 
deu het hieu nghiem. 

I l l - Nguyen-Tay Sdn 
Neu Tay Sdn diet dddc het ke dich, ke ca nhdng 

than thich ho Nguyen, va gid vdng chinh quyen dddc 
mot thdi gian kha lau de on dinh che do thi cd the hp 
se gay dung dddc mot vddng trieu cd kha nang ton tai 
lau dai. Nhdng hp khong diet dddc het than thich hp 
Nguyln: b Gia Dinh con Nguyln Anh, con cua cong 
td Luan, con thu hai cua V6 Vddng Nguyen Phuc 
Khoat. Nguyen Anh la ngddi cd du dieu kien de len 
ngoi vddng sau khi Dinh Vddng va Tan Chinh Vddng 
bi giet va trong than thich Chua Nguyln khong con 
ai song sot. Nam 1778 quan than Nha Nguyen ton 
Nguyen Anh, luc do 17 tuoi, len lam Dai Nguyen 
Soai, Nhie'p Qud'c Chinh; nam 1780 Nguyln Anh 
xdng vddng. Vdi chuc vi , Nguyln Anh bay gio la 
ngddi cd uy quyen va chinh nghia: dng la ngdbi chi 
huy mot liic lddng tranh dau ddoi danh nghia: khdi 
phuc Nha Nguyln, phd Le diet Tay Sdn. Chinh nghia 
nay cd gia tri toan quoc, b Nam Ha lan B&c Ha, tu 
Gia Dinh den Qui Nhdn, Phu Xuan va Thang Long. 
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Vdi chinh thong va chinh nghia, d Gia Dinh 
Nguyln Anh trd thanh mot dd'i thu ma Tay Sdn khong 
diet dddc. Anh em Tay Sdn dem quan vao danh Gia 
Dinh nam Tan: nam 1776 (do Nguyen Ld chi huy); 
nam 1777 (Nguyln Ld-Nguyln Hue); nam 1782 
(Nguyln Nhac-Nguyen Hue); nam 1783 (Nguyen 
Ld); nam 1784 (Nguyln Hue). Nhdng Tay Sdn khong 
diet dddc Nguyln Anh. Du phai dieu dung, chay trd'n 
khap ndi, tren dat Gia Dinh, chay ra Phu Qud'c, hay 
lanh nan d Xiem, khong khi nao Nguyln Anh bi quan 
than va dan chung bd rdi. Va mdi Tan, sau khi Ld, 
Nhac, Hue rdi Sai Con ve Qui Nhdn lai cd trung than 
Nha Nguyln day quan danh lay lai Sai Con va rude 
Nguyln Anh ve. Nam 1788 Nguyln Anh ve lai Sai 
Con. Lan nay, khdi phai chay nda, vi chi sau mot 
nam trdi lao kho Nguyen Anh da quet sach Tay sdn 
delam chu Gia Dinh. 

Nam 1789, vdi su dau hang cua vien tdong Tay 
Sdn cud'i cung, Pham Van Sam, o Ba Thac, tren dat 
Gia Dinh khong con bong dang quan Tay Sdn. Phan 
khac, Tay Sdn ban tay d phudng bac vi lung cung ndi 
bd, vi phai dbi phd vbi xam lang Tau, nen Nguyen 
Anh cd tam du thdi gian gay dung luc lddng, chd 
ngay tien quan ra bac. 

Ngoai chinh thong va chinh nghia, Nguyen Anh 
con nhung Idi diem quan trong khac ma Tay Sdn thieu. 

Thuan Quang la dat cua Nha Ly, Nha Tran, Nha 
Le, Nha Hb lay dddc cua Chiem Thanh. Nha Nguyen 
chi cd cong khai pha. Nhdng Gia Dinh - tu Binh Thuan 
den Ca Mau, Ha Tien, Vlnh Long, Chau Doc - la dat 
khong nhung ho Nguyln cd cong khai pha, ma chinh 
ho da chiem linh dddc. Gid dddc truyen thong cai tri 
khdn kheo cua cac chua Tien, Sai, Hien, Nguyln Anh 
cai tri vung dat mdi mot each kheo leo va dddc dan 
quan men phuc. Du bi Tay Sdn truy lung gat gao, 
Nguyen Anh khong bi dan bat nop cho dich, nhd Doan 
Nam Vddng Trinh Khai bi dan bat nop cho Tay Sdn, 
va nhu se thay sau nay, Nguyen Quang Toan, Vua 
Canh Thinh, ke vi Nguyen Hue, bi dan bat va ddng 
cui nop cho Nguyen Anh sau khi quan nha Nguyen 
giai phong thanh Phu Xuan. 

Quan Tay Sdn xam chiem Gia Dinh nam Tan, 
nhung cu danh xong la trd ve Qui Nhdn, chi de lai 
mot liic lddng nhd, va quan than cua Nguyen Anh lai 
vung len tai chiem Sai Con. Ngay ca Nguyln Ld, dddc 
cd lam Ddng Dinh Vddng va dddc chia cho dat Gia 
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Dinh, Nguyen Ld khong he ddng do d Sai Con, va 
cud'i cung bi danh bai, chay ve chet d Qui Nhdn, khong 
de lai vet tich gi d Gia Dinh ca. 

Nguyln Nhac tuy xung de, nhdng chi khd khd 
dm vung Qui Nhdn, khong thiet gi den dat Gia Dinh. 
Du sao, Nguyen Nhac khong tai ba nhd Nguyen Hue, 
khong phai la dich thu cua Nguyln Anh. 

Chi cd Nguyln Hue la cd kha nang hdn ca. Nhung 
mong cua Nguyln Hue la lam anh hung phudng Bac, va 
do sue voi ca Trung Qudc (3). La mot vd tuong tai ba, 
Nguyen Hue da danh bai quan Nha Thanh, duoi tudng 
Thanh Ton Si Nghi chay dai, dude hau the ca tung. 

... Nude da mat, thi phai lay nude lai, Nguyen 
Hue danh mot tran pha 20 van quan Tau, tudng nha 
Thanh la Ton Si Nghi phai bo ca an tin ma chay lam 
cho vua tdi nude Tau khiep sd, tuong si nha Thanh 
that dam. Tudng tii xua den nay nude ta chua co vd 
cong nao lam Het nhii vay. (T.T.Kim, I I , 129) 

Nguyen Hue la ngdbi tai ba va anh hung. Nhung, 
trong cuoc tudng tranh Nguyln-Tay Sdn, nguoi thang 
tran cud'i cung khong phai la Nguyen Hue, ma la 
Nguyen Anh. Cai chet cua Nguyen Hue nam 1792 la 
mot dieu may cho Nguyln Anh. Da danh. Nhdng cd 
le no cung la mot dieu may cho Nguyen Hue. Neu 
con song, trong cuoc tranh dua voi Nguyen Anh, uy 
tin cua Nguyen Hue cd the bi sut me vi dng khd thang 
dddc Nguyln Anh. 

Ly do, va day la loi diem thu hai ciia Nguyln Anh, 
la tii 1789 trd di, co nhung yeu to khach quan lam cho 
can can liic lupng nghieng han ve Gia Dinh, va ve can 
ban, kha nang gia tang liic ludng va the liic cua Tay Sdn 
chi cd the cang ngay cang giam di, trong khi kha nang 
cua Nguyen Anh cang ngay cang Ion them. 

Gia Dinh dat dai rong Ion, cd nhieu tai nguyen, 
khong nhung du thda man nhu cau cua dan chung va 
chinh quyen, dac biet la nudi quan, che khi cu, ddng 
chien thuyen, ma con de xuat cang mua sam dung cu 
va nguyen lieu, nhut la dbng, chi, va luu hoang, diem 
tieu, quan nhu va khi gidi - sung hda tieu, sung dai 
bac va ca tau di bien. Nhd se thay d doan sau, Nguyen 
Anh cd gao, dddng, mud'i, lam san de mua ban, ddi 
chac vdi ngoai qud'c. Trong khi do thi Tay Sdn d tinh 
trang ngheo cue: 

Tinh trang ngheo cue cua Tay Sdn khong phai la. 
mot diem la. Ho noi day thua hiidng mot xu cung kho 
sin, cang cung kho hdn vi tan pha cua chien tranh, 



ru dng dat bd hoang, cdngnghe lun bai, khi en ho kho 
khan khi muon phat trien quyen luc qua gidi han dia 
phudng cua ho. 

Chiem them Quang Nam, ho chi them dude mot 
xutan nat NguySn- Trinh delai. Ho phai mua nhung 
vat dung can thiet nhat cua cac thuyen budn Trung 
Hoa nhap cang vdi gia cat co. Tien bac do do hut dan 
va ho phai pha nha thd, nhat la chua delay chuong 
tudng due tien. (Dai Trdbng, 108) 

Ve nhan liic, tuy Gia Dinh khong ddng dan hdn 
Tay Sdn tu Binh Thuan trd ra, nhdng long dan hddng 
ve ho Nguyen, cho nen cang tien ve phia bac nhan 
luc cua quan Nguyen cang cd cd gia tang. Phan khac, 
dan so' vung Tay Sdn tuy ddng hdn, nhdng Tay Sdn 
chia thanh ba nude, anh em kinh dich nhau, va mdi 
ngddi chi kiem soat dddc mot phan dan. Them vao 
do, Bac Ha khong phai la dat cua Tay Sdn, dan vung 
do cung khong tin cay dddc. Trai lai. Cd le Nguyen 
Hue la ngddi am hieu dieu nay nhat, nen trddc khi 
mat (ngay 16-9-1792) dng goi Tran Quang Dieu vao 
can dan phai chdn cat cho mau ndi trong mot thang 
rdi ddi kinh ve Phddng Hoang Trung Do. Neb khong, 
quan Gia Dinh keo tdi, cac ngudi khong co dat ma 
chdn dau. 

Viec pha chua chieng la mot ly do lam cho Tay 
Sdn khong thu phuc dddc long dan. No lien quan mat 
thiet vdi phong each va phddng thue cai tri cua Tay 
Sdn. Che do Tay Sdn la mot che do quan phiet. Chinh 
Nguyen Hue cung cong nhan nhd vay. Khong khi 
trong trieu Tay Sdn la mot khong khi sung chuong vd 
uy, yeu to' quan su luc nao cung gid du the. 

De coi sdc cong viec, bd may hinh chanh 
trong nude phan ldn nkm trong tay cac vd tudng.... 
chinh sach chung la nham vao viec thanh lap mdtdao 
quan hung manh. (Dai Tnidng, 161,214-216). 

V i phai luon luon san sang dung binh, nen Tay 
Sdn can linh. Trong tinh trang chinh chien lien mien, 
linh chet nhieu, dan met mdi, them vao do, dat nuoc 
phan chia, tinh than dia phddng manh, mo quan khong 
phai la chuyen de. Muon cd quan, phai dung phddng 
phap eddng bach, cd khi tan nhan. 

Nam 1786, luc dem quan ra danh Trinh, Nguyln 
Hue phai lay them quan d Thuan Hda va Bd' Chinh. 

Trong khi tu binh Bac Ha khong con, dan sosut 
vi bi ddi va dich te, den ndi phai Idi dan ba di dap luy 

sua dudng, chi con nhung ngudi cua cac tdngiao lan 
liit dung ngoai chien tranh la con ddng due. Cho nen 
tif Phii Xuan cho tdi song Gianh, chi trong 5ngay tat 
ca deu bi bat di. Tay Sdn pha chua chien va ep cac 
nha siiphai mang khi gidi di danh giac. 

(Dai Tnidng, 137). 
Nam 1787, luc chuan bi dem quan vao Qui Nhdn 

danh Nguyen Nhac, Nguyen Hue can 60.000 binh, 
Nguyln Hue cho bat tat ca moi ngddi tu 15 den 60 
tuoi phai ra tran... Khi quan di rbi khong con dan 
dng, d nha chi cd dan ba, ke mat cha, ngifdi mat con, 
ke mat chong. O Qui Nhdn, hai ba fan giap cong, 
NguySn Hue bimai den nua so quan, nen lai phai lay 
them quan Thuan Hda, bdt nhung ke viia dung 15 
tuoi. (Dai Tnidng, 148-149). 

Ngoai binh si, quan dpi con can quan nhu, vu 
khi, va 'gan mach cua chien tranh' (the nerves of war) 
la tien. De cd nhung thu nay, Tay Sdn cung ap dung 
nhdng bien phap triet de: 'can kim khi, hp pha nha 
thd, chua chien, mot phan de tim cac tddng va chuong 
ve due sung dai bac'. Luc Nguyen Hue du bi mang 
quan di danh Nguyln Nhac d Qui Nhdn, ci vung Thuan 
Hda 'nha thd bien thanh trai linh, tddng Phat bi lay ra 
due sung dai bac, due nbi. (Dai Tnidng, 149) 

De giai quyet nan khan tien, Nguyln Hdu Chinh 
xin vdi Trieu dinh 'ra lenh thu het tddng ddng cac 
chua dem ve Kinh sd md ld due tien. Rdi Chinh tha 
cho thu ha di khap tu phia cdop bde chuong, tddng 
cua cac lang xdm'. Vu Van Nham, vien Tran thu thay 
the Chinh thi theo thdi quen cd san... dng da tan luc 
khai thac dat Bac. 'Ngddi ta chi nghe den md linh, 
quyen gao, quyen tien'. (Dai Tnidng, 162) 

Tan dung nhan luc va tai san cua dan da cung cap 
cho Nguyen Hue phddng tien can thiet de hanh quan 
theo y mud'n, va tao uy danh mot vi tdong bach chien 
bach thang, nhdng dbng thbi cung gay oan than trong 
dan chung va gieo mam cho nhdng chuyen bien bat 
Idi cho Tay Son sau nay. 

Ngoai yeu to quan sii con nhung yeu to khac cd 
anh hddng tddng hi. Mot trong nhung yeu to nay la 
ky thuat. Ve phiidng dien nay phe Nguyln Anh tan 
tien hdn phe Tay Sdn nhieu, nhb Nguyln Anh dd'i xu 
kheo leo vbi ngdbi Tay phddng va ngdbi Trung Hoa, 
va thau hieu tam quan trong cua ngoai thddng va ban 
chat cua mau dich. Cuoc chien Nguyln-Tay Sdn xay 
ra luc ngdbi Tay phddng dang tim each phat trien 
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ngoai thddng va truyen giao. Cac chinh quyen A ddng 
khong muon cho giao si vao lanh tho minh, nhung 
dbng thdi ho lai muon cd chien cu tinh xao va su hd 
trd cua ngoai nhan, nhut la ve ky thuat. Tay Sdn cung 
nhu Nguyen Anh deu van ddng nhdng dai dien Tay 
phddng lap quan he mau dich va hd trd minh. Gap 
Charles Chapman, vien dai dien cua Toan quyen Anh 
b An do, Nguyen Hue va Nguyen Nhac vdi va ban 
chuyen budn ban, mdi moc ve nha rieng, hua tha thue. 
Ho hoi Charles Chapman cd the dung tau cua dng ta 
giup ho khong, ho muon cd cd' van Anh, tau chien 
Anh phu giup 'de khuat phuc ndbc Cao Mien den tan 
Xiem va cac tinh Nam ha phia bac con trong tay quan 
Bac ha. Danh doi lay trd giup do, Tay Sdn cd the 
nhddng dat cho Anh qud'c lap thddng diem.' 

(Dai Tnidng, 75, 103) 
Nhdng su ngheo nan cua vung dat Tay Sdn, su cd 

xu khong dep cua Nguyln Nhac dd'i vdi thddng nhan 
ngoai qud'c, chinh sach bai dao cua Tay Sdn lam cho 
ngddi ngoai qud'c khong tin nhiem Tay Sdn va ky 
vong d Nguyen Anh hdn. 

Con mot ly do quan trong khac khien Tay Sdn 
khong dung ngoai thddng va ngoai giao de tang gia 
luc lddng va uy the cua minh dddc la sii thieu gidi 
trung gian can thiet trong mau dich vdi ngoai qud'c: 
ngddi Trung Hoa. Ngddi Hoa dinh cd d Dang Trong 
nhieu hdn (Hoi An, Bien Hda, My Tho, Ha Tien), rat 
thdc te', ho tin tddng nhieu hdn d Nguyln Anh, nhat 
la sau vu Nguyln Nhac ra lenh giet hdn 4000 ngddi 
Tau o Gia Dinh. Cuoc tan sat rat khung khiep. 'Ngdbi 
Tau, bat luan binh linh hay dan budn, mbi den hay b 
lau, deu bi bat giet, thay chat ngdn ngang vat day 
song ngoi, den ndi nddc u khong chay, ca thang hdn 
ngddi ta khong dam an torn ca, uong ndbc song. Mot 
khong khi khung bd' bao trum khap vung: nhung ai 
cd hang Tau trong nha nhd vai, lua, tra thud'c, hddng 
giay... deu vat ca ra ddbng ma khong ngdbi dam lddm. 

(Dai Trdbng, 111-112) 
Vbi diln bien nhd tren, tat nhien cam tinh vathien 

chi cua ngddi Tau dbi voi Tay Sdn khong con nua. 
Va thieu su trung gian cua lai budn Tau thi mau dich 
thieu mot mau chbt quan trong: du Tay Son cd nhieu 
san vat xuat cang di nda cung khong de dang dua ra 
ngoai qud'c de doi chac, va khong cd ngdbi mang vao 
ban nhung thue quan Tay Sdn can dung. 

Chinh sach dbi ngoai cua Nguyen Anh thi ngddc 
lai. Cung nhd Tay Sdn, Nguyln Anh can vat lieu, khi 
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gioi, tau chien, ky thuat Tay phddng. Nhdng Nguyen 
Anh ap dung mot chinh sach rong rai cdi md hdn. 
Khong bai dao; trai lai Nguyen Anh dam dung mot 
giam muc Cong giao lam cd' van, va giao con tnidng 
minh cho vi giam muc nay di cau vien ndi xa xdi. 
Ong dd'i xu td't vbi ngddi Tay phddng da giup dng, va 
nhat la biet xu dung kha nang ky thuat va thddng mai 
cua ho. Khong nhdng nhd ho luyen binh, che sung, 
xay thanh, ma con mang thd san cua Gia Dinh di ban 
d cac ndi nhd Macao (luc do chua cd Hbng Kong), 
Manille, Batavia, Malacca (luc do chua cd Singapore), 
va ngay nhdng ndi xa xdi nhd Pondichery va Goa b 
An do. Nam 1799 Olivier dddc phep di Malacca ban 
mot thuyen cau, mang lai 3000 dbng. Nam 1800 Despiau 
dude phep mua mud'i, gao, va cac vat dung khac di ban d 
An do tren tau mang co hieu Gia Dinh. (Dai Tniong, 
206) Nhd do, Nguyen Anh cd ngoai te dbi dao de mua 
nguyen lieu, sung dng, dan dude, tau be. 

Vdi ngudi Tau dng cung dd'i xu rat hau, va ho cung 
het minh giup dd dng trong liic hoan nan, va hop tac 
trong cong viec khdi phuc sdn ha. Cung nhd ho ma Dang 
Trong cd duoc nhung trung tam budn ban phbn thinh 
nhu Hoi An, Bien Hda, My Tho, Ha Tien. 

Nho chinh sach tren, Nguyen Anh cd ngoai te 
dbi dao trong cac cudc trao doi thddng mai cung mua 
sam dung cu vat lieu cai tien ky thuat. Oi:g da 'lam 
mot nha may che diem tieu d Phien Tran, khai mot 
md sat, xay cac ld due, che hang ngan sung mbi Ida, 
cac sung dai bac du cd. Che Tao Cue cua dng thiet 
lap lien mien due sung, ddng tau, va ca tau vd dbng.' 

(Dai Trdbng, 236) 

Ve thuy quan, Gia Dinh hdn han Tay Sdn, vbi 
hau qua d l doan. Vbi mot ndbc cd bb bien dai nhd 
Viet Nam, phe lam chien nao phd'i hop dddc thuy luc 
quan tat se cd Idi the quyet dinh ve chien thuat va 
chien hide. Thuy quan vd'n la du tien cua Nguyen Anh, 
dddc trang bi rat td't, cd ca tau vd dbng, binh linh 
dddc huan luyen ky, hda liic rat manh (trong tran danh 
Thi Nai cd hai chien thuyen thiet bi 26 dai bac, mot 
thuyen thiet bi 32 dai bac. Khi tien vao Thi Nai, chie'e 
tau vd dbng cua Nguyen Anh la 'mot kinh ngac lbn' 
cho Tay Sdn. (Dai Tniong, 321, 237) 

Cho nen 'Thuy chien la sd tniong cua ta', Nguyen 
Anh cd the hi hao nhd vay (Dai Tnidng, 235). 

Ve phao binh, khong nhung Nguyen Anh cd siing 
lbn, ma con cd ca dai bac ldu ddng, gan banh xe do 



trau keo. Do do, Nguyen Anh co them mot Idi the 
chien thuat rat ldn tren bd. Mot chi tiet (tddng) can 
them: khi tham sat tran chien vdi quan Tay Sdn, 
Nguyen Anh dung ong vien kinh (longue vue) nhu 
Napoleon b chien tnidng Au Chau! That la 'une 
premiere' trong lich su Viet Nam. 

Hieu rd tam quan trong cua ngoai thddng, dac 
biet hdn ca, Nguyen Anh thau hieu ban chat cua 
thddng mai. Cd le dng la ngddi nam chinh quyen duy 
nhat d Viet Nam tu xda den nay (1997) hieu rang: 

1/ thddng mai la phudng thue hdu hieu de phat 
trien tai nguyen va luc lddng qud'c gia, dem lai thinh 
vddng cho dan chung, chu khong phai la mot hiem 
hoa can ngan chan voi chinh sach be quan tda cang; 
21 thddng mai la trao ddi lddng Idi, cd di cd lai, thddng 
lddng thda hiep trong binh dang va hi do; 3/ thddng 
mai phai cd trung gian - thddng nhan - dddc hi do 
mua ban kiem Idi, khong bi nha cam quyen khi de, 
nghi ky, hdn ghet, bat chet, uy hiep; 4/ mud'n thddng 
mai phai cd hang cd gia tri tr£n thi trdbng - cd ngddi 
tim mua - de trao ddi. 

V i thong hieu nhung dieu can ban nay nen Nguyen 
Anh md l ong cua, khai thac triet de kha nang ngoai 
thddng cua Gia Dinh. Ong chu y dac biet den nhdng 
san pham ma ngoai nhan tim mua nhd cau, gao, ddbng, 
lam san. Ong 'nhac di nhac lai cho dinh Tran Bien 
biet rang ddbng cat can thiet, dung de ddi binh khi 
Tay phudng nen phai cd chinh sach rieng'. Gao cung 
la mot san pham xuat cang quan trong, dung dbi lay 
sat, gang, chi, ldu hoang. Nhd tren da ndi Nguyen 
Anh sai nhung ngdbi Phap dang phuc vu dng mang 
hang hda den nhung thddng cang qud'c te ldn ban lay 
ngoai te va mua hang can dung dem ve. Nho dd Dang 
Trong tao dddc mot liic lddng quan sii manh me va 
tan tien. Nhdng trao doi mua ban thiic hanh 'theo gia 
chd', hie gia thi tnidng, vdi luat le va thue ma rd rang 
va thi hanh nghiem minh. 

De cd san pham can thiet cho nhu cau ndi dia va 
xuat cang, Nguyen Anh cd mot chinh sach dbn dien 
nham vao viec khai pha dat dai lam rudng 'bat moi 
ngddi khong dung dddc, phai tham gia vbi sii ddn 
dd'c, kiem soat, trd giup cua chinh phu. Chinh sach 
ndng nghiep eddng ep, tan dung nhan cong dddc ap 
dung tren mot qui md rong Ion khien vung Gia Dinh 
trd nen phbn vinh, san xuat dbi dao, quyen ru dddc 
dam ndng dan ngheo ddi Binh Thuan, Phu Yen... bd 
xu chay vao lam tang dan so, uy tin ndi bo cho Nguyen 

Anh, du binh lddng cho quan linh dung khi tran ra 
phia bdc... Lua gao nhieu la mot san pham trao doi 
dddc de tu dd lam giau cho qud'c kho' 

(Dai Trdbng, 225-227) 
Mot yeu to' quan trong nda giup cho Nguyen Anh 

thang Tay Sdn la nhan tam hdbng ve Chua Nguyen! 
Lay Trdi cho chong gio nbm, 
Cho thuyen Chua NguySn giong bubm ra khdi. 

Ve phia Tay Sdn, nhdng vu bat linh tan nhan va dap 
pha chua chieiig de cd quan va siing, nhdng sii long 
quyen, hiep vua, nhung nhieu dan cua cac Tran Vu 
Bac Ha Nguyen Hdu Chinh va Vu Van Nham gay tha 
oan trong dan chung. Cubi cung vu anh em Tay Sdn, 
Hue, Nhac dan binh danh nhau d Qui Nhdn, va Tay 
Sdn thanh toan nhau d Bac Ha, lam cho Tay Sdn mat 
uy tin vbi dan, va day dan hdbng ve Chua Nguyen. 

Ve phia Vua Le, thi sau khi Le Chieu Thd'ng keu 
gpi quan Tau vao Viet Nam, rbi phai bd chay sang 
Trung Hoa, uy tin nha vua da tieu tan doi vbi dan 
chung Bac Ha. Sung Nhddng Cong Le Duy Can do 
Vu Van Nham dda len lam 'Giam Qubc', rd rang la 
mot bu nhin khong quyen, khong the, khong uy, chang 
dddc ai de y den ca. Do dd, Nguyen Anh khong con 
phai 'Phd Le' nua, va cuoc tien quan ra bac chi con 
mot muc tieu la 'Diet Tay Son', muc tieu phu hop vbi 
nhan tam subt tu Gia Dinh den Qui Nhdn, tu Phu 
Xuan den Thang Long. 

Su gia Tran Trong Kim vi cuoc tddng tranh gida 
Nha Nguyen va Tay Son nhd chuyen 'hai ngdbi anh 
hung duoi mot con hddu' (T.T.Kim, I I , 129). 

Nguyen Anh rot cue la ngudi bat dddc hddu. 
Nguyen Anh, chu khong phai Nguyen Nhac hay 
Nguyen Hue, la ngddi thang tran cud'i cung. Theo 
T.T.Kim, viec Nguyen Anh thu phuc dddc cd nghiep 
nha Nguyen va thd'ng nhat ca nam bac lai lam mot la 
'menh troi' . 

Theo tin ngddng A Ddng thi vay. Nhdng, du tin 
hay khong, cd mot dieu chac chan la, ngoai nhdng 
yeu to khach quan ndi tren, con hai yeu to giup 
Nguyen Anh nda, la dng ta da gap nhieu may man, va 
dng la ngddi ban linh phi thdbng. 

May man dau tien la trong vu xao trdn ke vi khi 
Vd Vddng Nguyen Phuc Khoat mat, dng khong bi 
thanh toan. Than phu dng, cong hi Luan bi gat ra, tuy 
rang dng la con thd hai cua Chua Khoat, va ngdbi 
dddc Chua cd y dinh chon lam the tu sau khi con 
tnidng cua Chua, cong tu Chddng va con cua dng 

TSH151 



nay, cong tu Hieu, deu mat. Theo 'thong le' thbi do, 
cong tu Luan va Nguyen Phuc Anh dang le cung bi 
thanh toan. Nhdng viec nay da khong xay ra, va khi 
Due Tdng bo Phu Xuan chay vao Gia Dinh, ong mang 
theo khong nhdng cong hi Dddng, ma ca Nguyen Phuc 
Anh, luc dd mdi 14 tudi. 

May man thu hai la nam 1777 ca Due Tdng lan 
Tan Chinh Vddng deu bi Tay Sdn giet, trong khi Anh 
thoat dddc, va nhd vay trong hang ngu than thich chi 
con Anh la ngddi du hi each ke vi . Cd the ndi rang 
Nguyen Anh may man hdn Nguyen Hue vi dng la ngudi 
cd ban linh lai dddc dat vao dia vi so' mot, trong khi 
Nguyen Hue, ban linh hdn Nguyen Nhac lai khong 
dddc d dia vi dd de thi thd het tai nang. 

May man thu ba la Anh da thoat chet dddc trong 
nhieu trdbng hop la lung khi bi Tay Sdn dudi gat: nam 
1782, nhb mda bao thoat khdi dddc vdng vay rat ngat 
cua Tay Sdn d Phu Qud'c; nam 1783, nhb biet bdi rbi 
dddc trau cuu khi thuyen bi danh dam va binh si chet 
het, va nhb gap mot ddng nddc ngot khi lenh denh 
tren bien ca bay ngay; nhd gap Giam Muc Ba Da Ldc, 
ngdbi da giup dng canh tan hda liic lddng quan sii; 
nhb anh em Tay Sdn chia re chong ddi nhau lam phan 
tan liic lddng, nhat la trong giai doan quan trong cud'i 
cung, Nguyen Quang Toan giet Nguyen Van Bao, con 
Nguyen Van Nhac, nam 1798, dung vao luc Nguyen 
Anh dang cd ha thanh Qui Nhdn, thu dd cua Tay Son. 
Nguyen Anh may man nhb Nguyen Hue sai lam can 
ban ve chien hide, nham mien bac tnidc khi cd hau 
can vung chac d mien nam nen bi vdbng mac vao 
nhdng khd khan chinh tri b Bac Ha va tranh chap vdi 
Trung Qud'c; nhd Nguyen Hue mat b mot giai doan 
quyet liet, nam 1792, luc Nguyen Anh bat dau cuoc 
tong phan cong dai quy md. Va, quan trong nhat, nhb 
Cach Mang Phap bung no va Louis X V I bi lat do nam 
1789, va Giam Muc Ba Da Ldc mat nam 1799. T i m 
quan trong cua hai sii kien nay rat ldn, nen can di sau 
vao chi tiet hdn. 

Cung nhd Tay Sdn, Nguyen Anh cau vien Tay 
phudng va san sang chap nhan mot so nhan nhddng, 
ke ca nhddng dat. Nam 1784 la nam den tdi nhat cua 
Nguyen Anh. Ong bi dbn vao mot the hau nhd tuyet 
vpng nen phai nhb Giam Muc Ba Da Ldc dan Hoang 
Tu Canh (luc dd moi 4 tudi) lam con tin di Phap cau 
vien. Ba Da Ldc, dddc toan quyen, ky vbi Vddng Trieu 
Louis X V I mot hiep dbc (ngay 28/11/1787), trong dd 
co nhung dieu khoan cd the gay khd khan Ion cho 
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Nguyen Anh sau nay, dac biet la cho Phap doc quyen 
budn ban d Viet Nam va nhddng dut Hoi An va Poulo 
Condore. Ve phia Phap, Vua Louis X V I cam ket se 
cap cho Nguyen Anh mot so' quan, tau, va khi gidi. 
Phan khac, Giam Muc Ba Da Ldc cd mot dia vi rat cao d 
Trieu Nguyen, tudng dudng vdi chuc 'cd' van tdi cao' ngay 
nay. Ong lai cd mot anh hudng kha manh tren Hoang Tii 
Canh, lam cho quan than xam xi ve nguy cd Ddng Cung 
'cai dao' (bd Nho giao theo Cong giao). 

Vua Louis X V I khong con, nen hiep doc tren cung 
dep. Giam Muc Ba Da Ldc mang hiep dbc ve den Gia 
Dinh thang 7 nam 1789, luc Nguyen Anh da 6 the 
thang, hai nam tnidc dd (1787) dng da vao Sai Con, 
va luc Ba Da Ldc ve den Can Gib, dng da lam chu 
toan the Gia Dinh, cd du dieu kien gay luc lddng chuan 
bi bac tien. Luc nay dng khong can ngoai vien nua. 
Cach Mang Phap xay ra luc dd la mot dieu may lbn 
cho Nguyen Anh: vi hiep dbc 1787 khong thi hanh, 
dng khdi b the chiu dn va lep ve dd'i vbi Phap. Dd'i vbi 
Giam Muc Ba Da Ldc va nhung ngdbi Phap phuc vu 
dng, tren dat Viet Nam dng la chu, la lanh tu tdi cao. 
Sii td do hanh ddng cua dng lai hoan toan hdn nua khi 
Giam Muc Ba Da Ldc mat nam 1799, ngay luc dng 
sap toan thing va lam chu khong nhdng Dang Trong, 
ma ca Dang Ngoai. Ong khong con mac no ngoai nhan, 
nhat la vi giam muc Cong giao cd nhieu ccng lao va 
tham vpng. 

Cach Mang Phap va sii kien Phap khong vien trd 
cho Nguyen Anh cd hau qua giam bdt sii hien dien 
cua ngddi Phap quanh Nguyen Anh. Tnidc dd cd 
khoang 140 quan binh Phap giup viec cho dng (trong 
dd cd 80 bp binh, 40 thuy binh), Nhdng sau 1894 hp 
nit di gin het. Nhdng ngudi con lai ddng mot vai trd 
kin dao hdn, b hau trdbng thay vi d hang dau. 

Nhdng yeu to tren cho ta ket luan rang Nguyen 
Anh thang Tay Sdn can ban khong phai la nhd ngddi 
Phap. Sii trd giup cua Phap cd, nhung chi b cap ca 
nhan va rat gidi han, khong the ndi la quyet dinh dddc. 
Nguyen Anh thang nhb nhung Idi lam cua nha Trinh 
va Tay Sdn, nhd cd dat Gia Dinh lam hau can, nhb 
long dan hudng ve dng va Nha Nguyen. Con mot yeu 
to cud'i cung, khong kem quan trong, la dng la mot 
ngddi xuat chung, cd ban linh phi thdbng. 

Ngddi ta ta dng la ngddi gan da, khong thd kech, 
dbi dao bien tra trong mpi tinh the. Y tudng dung dan; 
khong khi nao khd khan ngan chan dddc dng va chuong 
ngai khong lam dng lui bubc... Cd chi cua dng dd'i vdi 



nguoi ngoai qubc rat hoa nha. Cac si quan dddi quyen 
ong rat kinh phuc... Ong cuong quyet nhung khong 
hung tan, ong hay nghiem tri nhung theo luat le... 
Ong co du due cua tam hbn cung nhu cua tri rue... 
Lbn len trong tai uong, ong chiu dung duoc nghich 
canh mot each can dam... Hang hai, thong tue, thing 
than, ong hieu ngay tu luc dau nhung viec phuc tap 
nhat. Ong nho moi chuyen rat tai va ong bat chubc 
rat de dang. Ong rat can man. Ban dem ong doc nhieu. 
Ong rat to md tim hieu. (Dai Trddng, 97-98) 

Neu, nhd Tran Trong Kim quan niem, cuoc tddng 
tranh Nguyen-Tay Sdn la mot chuyen 'hai anh hung 
duoi mot con hudu' va 'menh trdi', thi, trong cuoc 
san dudi nay, Nguyen Anh, thay vi Nguyen Hue, la 
ngdbi da bat dddc hddu. Dd la mot du kien lich sd 
khach quan khong phu nhan dddc. Neu vay thi ngdbi 
quan sat chinh sd phai cong nhan rang, ngoai 'menh 
trdi', nho nhung due tinh neu tren, chda ke nhung 
kha nang va yeu to khac, ma Nguyen Anh da bat dddc 
hddu, nghia la Nguyen Anh cd mot cai gi dd ma 
Nguyen Hue khong cd. Cai gi dd da giup dng thang 
tran cud'i cung, trd lai Phu Xuan ca khuc khai hoan 
trong moi cuoc tranh dau gat gao, gian khd, keo dai 
28 nam trdi, va cham dut 250 nam ndi chien va dat 
nude phan chia. 

Lich su cua cuoc tudng tranh Trinh-Nguyen-Tay 
Sdn la mot lich su day bai hoc ve chinh tri va lanh 
dao. Nhung muon nit tia dddc nhung bai hoc that huu 
ich ta phai doc lai lich su dd mot each khach quan, 
vdi mot thai do va mot each tiep can mdi. • 

1) Nhung du* kien lich sii ve giai doan nay khao trich 6 ba 
tac pham sau day: 1/ Phan Khoan: Viet sii: xu dang trong, 1558-
1777, 2 tap, Xuan Thu, Houston, Texas, in lai, 1975; Ta Chi Dai 
Tracing: Lich sii noi chien o Viet Nam tii 1771 den 1802, Van sii 
hoc, Sai Gon, 1973; Tran Trong Kim: Viet Nam sii luoc, 2 tap, 
Dai Nam, Glendale, CA, in lai (Nam....?) 

2) Bang chung la khi Cu Phan Boi Chau vao Nam van dong 
chinh tri , co rat nhieu nguoi ho tro, va Hoang Than Cuong De 
duoc doi xu voi rat nhieu cam tinh trong gioi ngiioi Nam. Xem: 
Phan Boi Chau, Nien Bieu, Nhom Nghien Cuu Sii Dia, Sai Gon, 
1971. Sau nam 1946, mot lan nua, Mien Nam to long quyen 
luyen voi hp Nguyen bang each ton Cuu Hoang Bao Dai lam 
quoc tracing. 

3) Nguyen Hue co y dinh phai nguoi sang Bac Kinh cau 
hon va doi Quang Dong, Quang Tay. Neu ong ta con song, khong 
biet bang giao giua Trung Quoc va Viet Nam se ra sao. 

Xu&n d& aua ri&i, aua lk$t nhanh 

Jf&a audit- adn c& niu tnin canh 

M$i lan aid thodna a& tinh aua 

*Jan tde hoa idi, cdaJt m&na manh. 

/li U$t n&nq ta mai <t$i ek& 

M§i ohMu &$n a&a - tu naaf thd 

A/htn Una lu&Uia uai tnin nen ci 

Jloa da, lima ta e&na thcUt UtS. 

7$i HahiQp. lam Aao- hoa Id tdi 

Phdn hudnq cdn tia alica ddt tnfti 

Xda Una nyJu&na naa dau nauM nhgt 

Jt&n m$*ta thtidna Ut&m ph&n nhi nhoi. 

7a vi hoa tia 1$ dau 

Khoa h&n faona fa&Hf, JeiMp. tan phai, 

aian m$t thodnf dctc hudna du-

Vao- col Jul u& lim aide dai... 

Linh Chi 

(3Ax&u- £&*i<f J?&*Uf 
"7& ndi vita IS chuudn do 

3 d&u Ha Bin <foi » ltd*. nao? 

Bin naif, ohi&u da aua mau. 

Bin nao- 1$ hen hSm 4au lai v£? 

Bin nao nua mink h&nq fife? 

/li $m hana do di v& chiem Itao 

/Vfu&n B$ ntfdc chiu nao. nao 

3 day Ba Bin, l>Sn nao Van HiSn? 

BSn tndi Bdnf £&na tinh duuen 

Anh ain d&na ddi chieu. nahiSna lim dan 

Van fViSn tmta lU cdf ttinf 

Gan ddfrnf Hi nhi ohd luan v&na tank. 

Khang Lang 
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