
TT^m Tap Nh&Hm 

T i r Bor Song Huvng flen Boi Ho Leman 

Hanh trinh van hoa cua mot con em xu' Hue 
tu' "co truyen" den "hien dai". 
Ton That Thi^n 

NhUng dieu tdiviet ra dudi day khong phai 
la "giao huan", "khuyen ran", "keugoV'.No 
khong CO tinh each triiu tuong, luan thuyet 
long bong, ma chi c6 tinh each hoi icc, thuat 
lai nhUng chuyen cd that, can cvC tren kinh 
nghiem ban than toi. Sinh ra va Idn len tren 
bd Song Huong em dim, cdkinh, toi da duc/c 
may man thay nhieubd sdng khdc, dac Met la 
Song Seine cua Paris vd Song Thames cua 
London, cudi cilng la bcfHo Leman (Geneve), 
Thuy Si, noi ma cuoc du hoc cua toi ket thiic 
vdi hoc vi Tien ST, dieu ma than phu toi 
thudng nhdc nhd toi "phai rang cho dugc", 
vd chinh toi cUng hang ma mong luc ngam 
trdng hien len tren Con Da Vien qua c^a so 
nhd toi d Phudng Due. Trung thanh vdi 
nhitng truyen thong "bao hieu" vd "hieuhgc" 
cua Viet Nam thcfi do, toi da deo dudi mong 
ndy trong 20 nam trdi, tic luc thi dau tu tdi II d 
trudng Khdi Binh, nam 1943. 

NhUng nai tren day todn la nhitng nai ndo 
nhiet, tan trang. Toi da di tic van hoa cua A 
Bdng, den van hda cda Tdy Phuang, da ducfc 
hap thu cd van hod "cd truyen" Idn van hda 
"Men dai". Tat nhien, each nhin ddi vd 
ngudi, Viet Nam vd The gidi, cua tdi da bien 
chuyen trong cuoc hdnh trinh ddi tren han 30 
nam ndy, vd khdc each nhin cua thdnphu tdi 
vd nhitng ngudi thudc the he c^a ong. Nhin 
lai cuoc hdnh trinh dd, hy vgng nhitng gi tdi 
kera day se giUp gidi tre cua xic Hue minh 
thay mgtsdkhia cgnh cua van de thay ddi van 
hda. Dieu ndy can thiet trong vice tim kiem 
mot hdnh trinh van hda cho hg cd khd ndng 

thuc sU ddng gdp mot each hieu nghiem vdo 
cong cuoc phat trien cua xit sd, neu hg cd y 
dd. 

* Van hoa va phat trien la hai de tai Wn 
lien he v6i nhau rat mat thiet. Toi hoan 
toan dong y vdi nhilng ngtfcfi quan 

niem rang van hoa la ye'u to' quye't dinh cua 
phat trien, va muo'n phat trien mau va manh 
phai CO mot van hoa thich hdp. Thich hdp day 
CO nghia-la thich hdp vdi thdi dai, tao dieu 
kien thoa man nhiJng nhu cau vat chat va tinh 
than khan thie't cua toan dan, dUa Viet Nam 
ra khoi tinh trang lac hau, ngheo khd, thua 
kem cacnUdc lang gieng. 

Dieu tren day doi hoi ta xet lai he thd^ng 
gia tri va sU sap xe'p Uu tien nhilng gia tri nay, 
ciing phUdng thiJc tU tuSng va hanh dong ciia 
xa hoi chung ta xem c6 thich hdp hay khong, 
thich hdp hieu theo nghia tren day, nghia la 
ve phUdng dien phat trien. Neu no khong 
thich hdp thi tat nhien phai thay ddi. NhUng 
cau hoi can ban can dat ra 5 day lam the' nao 
de thtfc hien cuoc thay ddi nay? Cau hoi nay 
CO hai ve': 

1. Thay ddi gi, la'y thiJ van hoa, he thd^ng 
gia tri nao thay the' van hoa hien tai - thUdng 
dUdc goi la van hoa "cd truyen" vdi nhttng 
gia tri "truyen thd'ng"? 

2. Ai la ngUdi c6 the thu:c hien dUdc viec 
thay ddi nay - nghia la lam cho dan chung 
chap nhan til bo mot each suy nghl, mot each 
sd̂ ng da qua quen, da thanh ne'p, thanh tat? 

Tuy khong ao tudng rang viec tren day la 
mot viScde, toi van tin rang no "kha thi" - c6 
the lam difdc. NhUng no doi hoi thdi gian. 
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Thdi gian nay dai hay ngan tiiy thuoc mot so' 
yeu to', trong do mot chmh quyen sang suo't 
va quye't tam, va niot hoan canh quo'c te' 
thuan Idi la nhttng ye'u to' can ban. Thdi gian 
la ye'u to'thay ro nhat, vi thay doi van hoa la 
ke't qua cua mot tien tiinh, qua nhieu giai 
doan. Noi den tien tnnh va giai doan tat 
nhien la noi de'n thSi gian. 

Toi nhan manh hai diem "kha thi" va thcfi 
gian vi ve hai diem nay toi c6 nhiJng diJ kien 
thich hdp vdi de tai, cu the, chinh xac, nit 
ngay tir kinh nghiem ban than cua toi, va toi 
nghl rang do ciing la kinh nghiem cua nhieu 
ngUdi thuoc the he toi (toi sinh nam 1924), 
nghia la toi c6 the tra xet lai nhting gi da xay 
ra cho the' he toi trong 75 nam qua (nhiJng 
ng&di sinh vao thap nien 1920), cong them 
nhiing gi xay ra cho the' he than phu toi va 
nhSng ngtfdi quen thuoc cua ong (nhilng 
ngtfdi sinh vao thap nien 1880), nghia la tie'n 
trinh chuyen bien van hoa cua xa hoi Viet 
Nam trong 150 nam qua, til cuo'i Trieu Til 
Dilc den nay, qua cac thSi dai Trieu Dinh nha 
Nguyin doc lap (den 1885), Phap tho'ng tri 
(1885-1945), phan hoa Quo'c- Con^ 1945-
1975, va cong san che'ngU, de'n nay. 

Phan tich chuyen bie'n van hoa cua Viet 
Nam trong 150 qua, ta thay c6 ba giai doan: 

1. giai doan "cd truyen/truyen thdiig", de'n 
cudi Trieu Tu Dilc (1885), 

2. giai doan Phap bao ho (1885-1945), va 
3. giai doan 1945-2000. 

• Giai doan "cd truyen/ truyen thong " 

0 day, toi chi chii tam vao khia canh giao 
due, va dac biet, de'n each hoc, va chifdng 
trinh hoc. Ai c6 it nhieu kie'n thilc ve xa hoi 
hoc deu bie't rang giao due la cong cu quan 
trong hang dau de chuyen dat kien thilc. Che 
do giao due Khdng-Nho da chuyen dat 
nhilng kie'n thilc gi c6 anh hilSng Idn cho the 
he cha ong chiing ta trong giai doan til cud î 
Trieu Tu Dilc de'n nam 1920, la nam che do 
do hoan toan bi bai bo. O day, toi lay vi du 
than sinh toi, vi ong ta (sinh nam 1883), va 

Nh&Hm 
ciing nhu nhieu ngu:di thuoc the he ong, da 
hap thu lo'i giao due do. 

ChUdng trinh hoc van thcfi tren day luan 
quan trong cac mon thd phii, kinh su" dac biet 
la kinh sil Tau. Cac mon truyen dat kie'n thilc 
nhifToan, Ly Hoa, Dia dUva Lich silthe gidi, 
dUdc coi la thong thtfcfng trong the he toi (the 
he 1920-...), ho khong dUdc than nhan. Neu 
CO mot vai ngiJdi to mo hdn, nhU Cu Phan Boi 
Chau, ducfc bie't de'n nhilng ludng tU tUdng 
mdi la, thi ciing phai nhd doc dUdc cac tac 
pham "tan thU", noi de'n nhilng tU tu6ng cua 
triet gia va hoc gia Au chau, mang nhilng ten 
"Lu:Thoa", "ManhDu-cTuCihi". "Ma Khac 
Tii", v.v... - qua trung gian ngUdi Tau va chil 
Tau (Han) phien am ra chil Nho (Han/Viet) 
vi cac cu thdi do Idiong bie't sinh ngu" nao 
khac. Xin noi d day la khi doc hoi ky cua Cu 
Phan Boi Chau, thoat dau toi khong hieu 
ngay rang noi de'n "Lu Thoa" la Cu a'y mud^n 
noi de'n Rousseau, "Manh Dilc Tu Cuu" la 
Montesquieu, va "Ma Khac Til" la Marx... 

Phap ngiJ, sinh ngi? san c6 thdi do, khong 
dqdc coi nhu mot cong cu hoc hoi, mot cai 
cila mS dudng vao kho tang kie'n thilc the 
gidi, ma lai bi khudc tir, vi the he 1880 cho 
rang no la tie'ng "ciia tui Tay" — cua ke man 
rd hay ke thii. Co nhieu ngUdi ca'm con cai 
ho, khong nhilng con gai, ma ngay ca con trai 
niia^ khong dude hoc tie'ng Phap. Ngay ca 
nhu Cu Phan Boi Chau, tuy chii triidng "duy 
tan", nhifng lai khong bie't tie'ng Phap. Trong 
hoi ky cua Cu, "TuThdn", Cu noi rang, nhin 
lai cuoc ddi Cu, c6 hai thie'u sot Idn: mot la 
khong bie't gi ve the gidi, hai la khong bie't 
ngoai ngil. Ma ngay ca "qud^c ngil" Cu ciing 
khong bie't, va chi sau khi bi Phap bat va quan 
thiic 5 Hue sau 1925 Cu mdi hoc doc va vie't 
tieng nay. 

Mot dieu dang de y la nhilng ngUdi hap thu 
che do giao due do khong dUdc hua'n luyen 
ve phu:dng phap quan sat, phan tich, suii tam. 
Trai lai, ho phai thuoc lau nhilng sach 
Khdng- Manh, va kinh, su" Tau. Phan khac 
hoc chil Han phai nhd mat chil, nen phai 
luyen tri nhd rat gat. 
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Ket qua la kien thiJc ma than phu toi va 

nhiJng ngu'di thuoc the he ong dUcfc hap thu 
qua giao due thcfi do la mot kien thiJc rat han 
che, chi giiip ho ra lam quan, nhung khong 
dap iJng gi dUcfc nhilng doi hoi cua cong cuoc 
phat trien theo chieu hudng Men dai hoa cua 
cuo'i the'ky XTX va dau theky XX. NhUng ho 
lai CO mot tri nhd phi thUcfng. Neu tri nhd phi 
thudng nay dUdc pho'i hdp vdi 6 c bie't quan 
sat, phan tach, suii khao, nhiing kie'n thiic sau 
rong va mot moi trefdng thuan Idi thi no lai 
tao ra dUdc nhilng nha khoa-ky xuat chiing. 
Day la trufdng hdp cua mot mot so' ngUdi 
thuoc the' he ke tie'p, nhil nha bac hoc BiSu 
Hoi va Bac Si Ton That Tilng. Tat nhien c6 
nhieu ngiidi khac niia, nhilng toi chi de cap 
de'n hai vi nay vi ho la ngUdi toi bie't ro va 
vi.... ho la ba con toi va ho la con em cua xil 
Hue' minh. The he nay thuoc ve mot giai 
doan khS.c trong tien trinh chuyen bie'n van 
hoa, ma toi se ban them 5 doan dUdi. 

TrS lai giai doan 1880-1920, la giai doan 
van hoa "c6 truyen/ truyen tho'ng". Dac diem 
cua van hda nay la nd la mot van hda "khep". 
NhUng van hda "c6 truyen/ truyen thd'ng" va 
"khep" nay khong ton tai dUdc trong the 
thuan tuy ciia no vi sU do ho cua Phap. 

• Giai doan Phap bao hg: xay cat ha tang 

Che do thuoc dia Phap cd nhieu khia canh 
tieu cilc, nhUng nd ciing c6 mot khia canh tich 
cue, tuy tac dong ciia ngUdi Phap la mot tac 
dong gian tie'p, mot "fall-out" (khong co'tinh, 
khong cd du tinh). 

Sau khi danh bai tS't ca cac lUc Itfdng do'i 
khang Can Vu^dng (Ton That Thuyet, Phan 
Dinh Philng) va cung co' dUdc quyen hanh, 
nam 1895, Phap dat che' do Toan Quyen 
Dong Dtfdng. Vien Toan quyen dau tien, 
Paul Doumer, phat dong mot ke' hoach phat 
trien quy mo: xay dap dudng xa, thiet lap hai 
cang, dat he tho'ng hoa xa, xay dilng nha may 
dien, may nUdc, xay cat benh vien, thie't ke' 
thanh thi, v.v... Muc dich ciia ho la xay dat ha 
tang cd s5 de cd du tien nghi hien dai cho ddi 

sdng cua ho thoai mai hdn, va nhat la de co 
the khai thac tai nguyen ddi dao cua Dong 
Du:dng, trong do tat nhien Viet Nam dilng 
hang dau. Khai thac day la khai thac cho 
ngUdi Phap, va do ngifdi Phap. 

Cau cd'ng, dUdng xa, dien, nUdc, cao d'c, 
tau dien, hoa xa, 6 to, v.v... bay ra sd sd trUdc 
mat ngUdi Viet. 6 Hue, cau Tnldng Tien la 
mot vi du dien hinh. Du mudn, du. khong, vi 
sil Men dien cua ngUdi Phap, khong nhilng 
gidi sTphu, ma toan the dan chiing, dUdc, hay 
phai, tie'p xiic vdi mot van minh mdi, lam cho 
ho y thilc dUdc sil lac hau ciia Viet Nam, it 
nhilt la ve phudng dien khoa hoc, ky thuat. 
Dil kien nay dUdc di ln ta trong mot bai hat 
ma toi dUdc hoc 5 cap tieu hoc, liic 10 tudi, 
xin noi r5 la vao khoang nam 1933. Nay toi 
khong nhd he't, nhUng doan cMnh nhU sau: 

Day, day, day md mat xem toan chau, 
Nen khai hda rang khdp hoan cau, . 
Nggn den, thong thucfng ngan dam, 
Xe tau dien, tau nudc, tau bay. 

Toi ciing con nhd liic dd, 6 trong thanh noi 
Hue, cil vao khoang chang vang to'i, tre con 
don ra dUdng, va ddi den dien ngoai dUdng 
bat len'la ddng thanh ho "De, den dien do!" 
Dd la do luc he thd^ng den dien vila dtfdc tMe't 
che. Luc ky sir Phap lam xong, thu: xem co 
sang to't khong, va khi dUdc, tM thd t̂ ra tie'ng: 
"Ca y est" ("Du'dc rdi" cua tieng Phap, doc la 
Xay-e). 

Phan khac, tuy nhilng xay cat do ngUdi 
Phap lam nham thoa man nhu cau ciia ho, 
nhilng nd cd tac dong "fall-out": ngUdi Viet 
Nam ciing dUdc hifdng, va dUdc hifdng nMeu 
hdn ngifdi Phap, vi ta dong hdn ho. Va sau 
nay, vao nhiing nam 1945 trd di, liic che' do 
thuoc dia Phap cham dilt, Viet Nam co san cd 
s6 ha tang kie'n tnic de xay dilng them va d i 
dang hdn. NhUng quan trong hdn ca la "anh 
huSng pho bay" (demonstration effect). Dii 
rang chung ta bat buoc phai cho'ng Phap de 
danh lai doc lap, nhu:ng thanh thilc va khach 
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quan ma noi, neu cac Vua, quan va gidi sT 
phu Khdng Nho tie'p tuc lanh dao va cai tri 
Viet Nam tijf hoi do (cudi Trieu Ty dtic, 
1884), vin khang khang "Khdng Tu" Viet" va 
cho rang chi co Tau la "van minh", con Tay 
phifdng la "man rd", thi nam 1945 Viet Nam 
van con chim dam trong tinh trang lac hau 
cua thap nien 1880. 

De lam sang to diem nay, toi xin nhac lai 
day mot bai hat ra't y nghia ma sinh vien 
triTdng Tien Tuye'ri Hue' hat hang ngay trong 
thdi gian thang 5 de'n thang 8 nam 1945. 
(TrUdng nay la mot trudng quan sU tra hinh 
thie't lap sau khi cUu Hoang Bao Dai tuyen bd' 
Viet Nam bai bo che' do Bao h6 Phap, ngay 
11 thang 3, nam 1945). Va tUdng ciing can 
noi la bai nay do Ong Ta Quang Bftu dat ra. 
Ong nay la mot trong nhilng ngUdi hoc 5 
Phap ve (hoi do giil chile Dac Uy Vien Bo 
Thanh Nien, ma Tdng TruSng la Ong Phan 
Anh, trong Noi Cac Tran Trong Kim). Doan 
dau ciia bai hat do nhU sau: 
Hai muai nam nay cam ta an, ta khong di 

cay, 
Dudng, ham vd cau ta khdng dap, td khdng 

xay, 
Hai mUai nam nay, ta nham mat ta di theo 

thay 
Chit nghia diti mdi, doi ke khdc, ta mam day! 

That la diing! Do la noi ve tam trang ciia 
Idp thanh nien trUdc 1945 khong dUdc tham 
gia xay cat nUdc non. Nay, nam 1945, ho 
diing tnldc mo t van hoi mdi. Van hoi mdi nay 
de'n dung liic, vi, trrfdc do, ve phifdng dien 
giao due, trong thdi gian Phap bao ho co 
nhilng thay ddi Idn, dac biet la phong trao 
"Tay du" xuat hien va dan dan thay the 
phong trao "Dong du". 

Dau the ky XX, ngay ca cac cu Nho si 
trong td chile Dong Kinh Nghia Thuc cQng 
thay nhu cau hoc hoi ciia Tay phUdng. Cac cu 
ddi chinh quyen bao ho md dai hoc. ISfhiing 
trUdckhicd dai hoc kieu Tay phUdng, phai co 
trung hoc Tay phUdng, va phai bie't sinh ngil, 
tat nhien d day la tie'ng Phap - ma cac cu til 

chd î hoc, nhu da noi d tren. Do do, Toan 
quyen Paul Beau, mud^n mia mai cac cu 
chang hieu gi ca ve diem nay, ben cho md 
mot dai hoc, tat nhien la diing tie'ng Phap. 
Cac cu de'n dai hoc ngd ngd ngac ngac chang 
hieu gi ca. The la chi sau mot thdi gian ngan, 
"dai hoc"- dau tien ciia Viet Nam ddng ciSa. 

Nhilng phong trao "Tay hoa" he thd'ng 
giao due dUdc tie'p tuc. Dau tien vdi sil thanh 
lap trUdng Quo'c hoc Hue', nam 1905, giang 
day ca tie'ng "Quo'c ngil" l ln tie'ng Phap. Su 
thanh lap trUdng kieu mdi nay dUdc mot so' 
chile sac Viet Nam cd vo. Mot trong nhiJng 
ngUdi do la Cu Ngo Dinh Kha, than sinh cua 
Cd Tdng Thd'ng Ngo Dinh Diem. The he 
ngUdi Viet dau tien dUdc hoc sinh ngil la the' 
he nhilng ngUdi nhap hoc trUdng do. Ngoai 
Phap ngil tnldng con day mot so' mon "mdi" 
nhu Toan hoc. Cd the noi day la mot cuoc 
each mang ve giao due. Cuoc each mang nay 
CO mot phan titiil hai nila, la nam 1920, che' do 
thi cu" Khdng-Nho hoc bi hoan toan bai bd, d 
Bac KylSn Trung Ky. 

• Giai doan Phap bao hg:phong trao Tdy 
du 
Dil muo'n dii khdng, va dil rang quye't dinh 

tren day chung quy la mot quye't dinh ciia 
chinh quyen Bao ho, no danh dau mot sU 
chuyen hudng Idn va dilt khoat tu: Dong sang 
Tay, tu: van hoa "cd truyen/ truyen tho'ng" 
sang mot van hoa ne'u khong han la "Tay", 
thi ciing khdng con thuan tiiy "Khdng-Manh" 
nila. Mot trong nhiing hau qua rat quye't dinh 
ciia sU chuyen hildng nay la mot phong trao 
"Tay du" ("di Tay") - sinh vien Viet Nam di 
ho c Phap - xuat phat til nhilng nam cuo'i thap 
nien 1920-1930. Trong do cd mot sd dUdc 
cap hoc bdng, mot so' con nha cd kha nang -
hoac quyen the', hoac giau cd - "cau a'm" 
hoac "cong tu" Bac Lieu" - Tat nhien, day la 
mot dip cho mot sd' ngu:di Viet tie'p xiic trilc 
tie'p vdi mot nen van minh va mot van hda 
mdi, khac vdi van hda Viet Nam. 

Trudc khi "di Tay" de hoc hoi, tat nhien 
sinh vien Viet Nam phai bie't tieng Phap,va 
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nhat la phai co bang Tu Tai Phap. Dieu nay 
thuc hien dUcfc nhd chinh quyen Bao ho Phap 
mcf trUdng trung hoc theo chtfang tnnh Phap 
trong nhiing nam 1920-1930. Tnfdchet la ho 
m5 trUdng cho con cai ho, nhU trUdng Albert 
Sarraut d Ha Noi va Chasseloup-Laubat cf 
Sai Gdn, nhUng mot so' hoc sinh Viet ciing 
dUdc nhan vao. Va sau do, ho lai md them 
trUdng trung hoc "indigene" (ban xti), nhU 
trUdng Btfdi d Ha Noi va Petrus Ky d Sai 
Gdn. Sau nam 1930, co nhieu trUdng trung 
hoc day chu:cJng tiinh trung hoc Phap dUdc 
thie't lap, nhU nhiing trUdng Yersin va 
Convent des Oiseaux (cho nii hoc sinh), d Da 
Lat, va Thien Hiiu (Providence), hay nang 
cap, nhu trUdng Khai Dinh, d Hue. Nhiing 
hoc gia va chuyen gia - b a c sT, dUdc si, ky sU, 
v.v... dau tien cua Viet Nam xuat than tiJ 
nhiing tnldng nay. 

Tu:dng can ndi them rang liic nay mot so' 
chiic sac Trieu dinh Hue' ciing chu trUdng 
khuye'n khich "Tay hoc", ndi bat trong dd la 
Cu Nguyin HiJu Bai. Ho lap len mot Hoi 
Khuye'n Hoc va ca'p hoc bdng cho mot sd^sinh 
vien xua't sac di Phap.'Nhiing ngUdi dau tien 
dUdc cap hoc bdng dd la cac ong Hoang 
Xuan Han, Ta Quang Bu:u, Nguy NhU Kon-
tum, nhiing ngtfdi se ddng mot vai trd rat 
quan trong trong viec hien dai hda giao due 
Viet Nam sau 1945. Trong nhiing nam do, de 
gidi han so' sinh vien di Phap vi sd ho bi 
nhi lm tU tudng phong khoang Tay phtfdng, 
chinh quyen Bao ho Phap md mot dai hoc, 
duy nhat cho toan coi Dong dUdng, la Dai hoc 
Ha Noi, nhUng dai hoc nay chi day nhiing 
mon Y khoa, Dudc khoa va Luat khoa. 

Nhu'ng chUdng tnnh phat trien Dong dUdng 
can nhieu nhan vien ky thuat cap trung. De 
dap ling nhu cau nay, chinh quyen Bao ho 
Phap md mot loat tnidng ky thuat de dao tao 
nhan vien chuyen mon cap trung (can sii) ve 
cac nganh cong chanh, nong lam siic, y te', 
hanh chanh, v.v... NhiJng ngtfdi nay se la Ma 
chuyen vien dau tien cua Viet Nam sau nay. 
Nhtfng muo'n dtfdc nhan vao nhiing tnldng 
nay, ho phai cd bang Tii tai. 

Tnidc nam 1940, con em Viet Nam mien 
Trung muo'n tM Tii Tai phai di Ha Noi hay 
Sai Gdn, nhu'ng sau do tM tM Tu Tai dUdc td 
chiic them d Hue. Phan khac, giiia nhiJng 
nam 1940-1945, vi chie'n tranh, giao thong 
giiJa Viet Nam va Phap bi gian doan, vi sinh 
vien khong di Phap de tie'p tuc hoc dUdc niJa, 
va vi mud^n gidi tre ngM rang cMnh quyen 
Bao ho uii tU ve tUdng lai cua ho, ddng thdi 
ngan chan anh hudng ciia Nhat, cMnh quyen 
Bao ho ndi rong them he tiio'ng dai hoc. 
Them vao cac mon Y va Dtfdc khoa va Luat 
khoa, ho md them cac phan khoa Khoa hoc . 

Ve phtfdng dien chuyen bie'n van hda, 
nhu'ng quyet dinh va dff kien tren day cd 
nMeu hau qua sau xa. Mot la nd tao cd hoi 
cho ngUdi Viet tie'p xiic vdi van minh va van 
hoa Tay phUdng, ndi chung, mot van minh 
khoa ky cd gidi, va mot van hda phong 
khoang. Mot so'ngUdi Viet, ngoai van hda cd 
truyen Khdng-iStho, bie't them dUdc mot sinh 
ngii quo'c te', hap thu them dUdc mot so' kie'n 
thilc va lam quen vdi mot so'gia tri mdi. Than 
phu toi la mot trong nhilng ngu:di nay. Ong ta 
thoat dau theo he tho'ng Nho hoc, hoc chil 
Han, di tM lo'i xUa: ong da dU cuoc tM kieu 
Tam tiirdng cua gidi Han hoc d TrUdng TM 
Hue, (sau Dai Noi, ndi sau nay la Sd Thu y 
Trung Ky), va ke lai mot so' chuyen kha vui 
ve canh "vac leu chong di tM". Ong da dau 
Tu Tai Nho hoc, nhrfng khong tie'p tuc di xa 
hdn niia vi loai tM cil nhU vay bi bai bd. 
NhUng ddng thdi ong ciing dUdc'hoc tieng 
"Quo'c ngii" va tie'ng Phap va theo chUdng 
trinh "mdi" - vdi cac mon "mdi" nhtf Toan 
hoc - giang day d Tnldng Quo'c hoc md nam 
1905. 

Ld̂ i hoc hanh nhU tien tat nhien anh hifdng 
de'n tiian phu toi ve phUdng dien van hda. So 
vdi nhu'ng ngUdi ciing thuoc the he ong 
nhUng til chd î hoc theo lo'i hoc hanh "cua 
Tay" nay, ong ta cdi md hdn nhieu. Trong 
each nhin ddi va ngUdi, each sd'ng, ong ta 
khong bi vUdng mac nang nhilng le Id̂ i va gia 
tii "cd truyen/ tiiiyen tiid'ng". Toi cM lay mot 
sd̂  VI du: anh em chiing toi khong bi ep vao 
khuon "phu til" ciia "tam cUdng" Khdng 
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luyen la 
giao: do'i v(5i cha me anh em chung toi khong 
sd set, khiim num, di khong phai xin phep, ve 
khong phai trinh dien, "bam, thtfa"; trong 
nhiing 16 lac khong phai quy lay; trong viec 
lUa chon ban be, chiing toi rat dUcfc tU do: 
trong so'ban be chiing toi co con nha du cac 
gidi, nhUng ho deu dUdc cha me chiing toi do'i 
xuf ra't tii te; rieng ve tdi, tuy than phu tdi 
mud'n theo got dng - hoc de ra lam quan - tdi 
khdng chiu nhUng dng khong dilng quyen uy 
cua cha ep buoc toi, v.v... Dac biet hdn ca la 
dng khong ngdt nhac nhd chiing tdi phai chu 
tam hoc tie'ng Phap (ngoai ngii hoi do) va... 
Toan hoc, vi, theo dng, frong the'gidi mdi, hai 
mdn do la can ban - nay, phai hoc Toan (Vi 
phan, Tich phan) de theo kip da hien dai, 
nhin lai thi thay ro la dng ay cd mot tam nhin 
qua xa do'i vdi thdi do -nhUng ve Han hoc thi 
sau vai thang cho mdt dng do day tdi, thay 
chang di de'n dtu, dng ciing bo Id, khdng ep 
chung tdi tie'p tuc niia... Good bye Khdng 
hoc! Good bye van hda Khdng-Nho! 

Thiic ra, thi dd'i vdi van hda Khdng-Nho 
khdng han la "Adieu!" Tuy rang tiong gia 
dinh, cha me chiing tdi khdng "Khdng tii 
ndi", "Manh tiS ndi" sud't ngay, nhUng trong 
ddi sd'ng hang ngay chiing tdi vIn thUc te ap 
dung "ngii thudng" cua Khdng giao. Phan 
khac tat ca anh em chiing toi deu di hudng 
dao, va nhiing gia tri ciia hiidng dao la nhiing 
gia tii can ban td't va can tiiie't cho mot xa hoi 
lanh manh, nen chiing tdi vIn theo mot he 
thd'ng dao diJc gia tii can ban. Ngoai ra, me 
tdi va cac chi Idn cua chiing tdi theo Dao 
Phat (mot phan cua Nho giao) va thudng noi 
de'n "qua bao", "nhan qua", "phiic, diJc", nen 
chiing tdi ciing hap thu dUdc nhiing gi can 
ban cua Dao Phat. Ndi tdm, he thd'ng giao 
due ma tdi dUdc hap tiiu, tuy khdng con 
vUdng mac nhiing gia tri cd hu cua van hoa 
va gia tri "cd truyen/ truyen thd'ng" niia, 
nhqng ciing khdng phai la van hda va nhiJng 
gia tii bi va't bd toan bo. 

. Giai doan 1945-2000 
Thang 3 nam 1945 Viet Nam budc sang 

mot giai doan lich sil mdi, khi Hoang De'Bao 
Dai tuyen bd' cham diit che' do Bao ho Phap. 

Nho'Hue" 
TiJ dd, ve phtfdng dien van hda, dii mud'n dii 
khdng, ngiidi Phap ciing khdng con quye't 
dinh diidc hu'dng di cua Viet Nam niJa. Tieu 
bleu cho diJ kien nay la sii ap dung "chUdng 
trinh Hoang Xuan Han" ve giao due. Con em 
Viet Nam hoc va thi Tii Tai bang tie'ng Viet, 
va viec giao huan ho khdng con nham dao 
tao quan lai, cong chiJc cho Trieu dinh Viet 
Nam hay cho Chinh phu Bao ho Phap niia, 
ma hiidng ve khoa ky, va sU xay dUng mot xa 
hoi mdi, vdi nhiing gia tii mdi, khac vdi xa 
hoi "cii" va nhiing gia tri "cd truyen/ truyen 
thd'ng". That ra, day la mot mot tie'p ndi cua 
tien tiinh chuyen hu'dng ve van hda da ke 
tien, nhUng nd cd mot tam quan trong Idn, 
thay rat ro: no lam cho cuoc chuyen hifdng 
nay manh hdn va nhanh hdn. 

Trong nhiing thap nien tie'p theo do, xa hoi 
Viet Nam chuyen bie'n manh va nhanh. Van 
hda va cac gia tri "cd truyen/ truyen thd'ng" 
mat dan tinh each che^ngU cua nd, nhiJng van 
hda gia tri mdi xuat hien va gianh nhau anh 
hudng tu tudng va hanh vi cua ngUdi Viet. 
Hai he thd'ng chinh la he thd'ng xa hoi chu 
nghia mo hinh Le-nin-nit chii trUdng "hong 
hdn chuyen" do ong Ho Chi Minh va Dang 
Cong San Viet Nam mang nhap vao Viet 
Nam, va he thd'ng tU do khai phong md hinh 
Tay phUdng do ngUdi My du nhap, trong dd 
"chuyen", dUa tien khoa-ky, chie'm dia vi 
hang dau. 

Hai he thd'ng tien day tianh dua gat gao de 
anh htfdng ngUdi Viet, dac biet la the he tie. 
Cuoc tianh dua nay cd nhiing khia canh tieu 
cUc va tich cUc. Mot tiong nhiing khia canh 
tich cUc la the he tre Viet Nam dUdc huldng 
mot tinh trang ma the he cha dng ho khdng 
dUdc hifdng: hang ngan hang van ngifdi tie 
dUdc moi dd dai de ra ngoai quo'c de hoc hoi, 
tie'p xiic vdi nhiing van hda va gia tii mdi, 
nhiing each suy tU, phUdng phap lam viec 
mdi. Trong khi do, tiong xil, hang trieu ngifdi 
khac thuoc moi gidi, moi vilng dUdc, hay bi, 
tiep xiic vdi nhiing cai la, tuy khong han la td't 
he't, nhu'ng ciing la mdi, khac han vdi nhiing 
cai "cd truyen/ truyen thd'ng". 

Tren day la mot cuoc tie'p xiic, pha fron 
van hda quy md, viJa la tiao ddi, viJa la xung 
dot giiia hai .van hda Tay phtfdng va Ddng 
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phUcfng. Cuoc tiep xiic nay lai dUdc gia tang 
cUdng do, ndi rong va dam sau hcfn niia vSi 
siJf can thiep ciia ngUcfi My sau nam 1954. 
Ngurdi My den Viet Nam, ngoai khia canh 
quan sU chinh tri, con co tac dong van hoa 
manh. Mot phan vo tinh, nhtfng mot phan cd 
y. Vo tinh S chd su" hien dien ciia ho, vdi each 
so'ng cua ho - American way of life - khac 
han Id̂ i sdng khong nhiing ciia ngUcfi A dong, 
ma ngay ca cac ngucfi Tay phucfng khac tif 
Au chau - phong khoang, than nhien, tU do, 
thich day du ve vat chat, va nhiJt la nhiing 
tien nghi ddi sd^ng do ky thuat cap tien tao ra 
cd mot sii hap d§n Idn ddi vdi ngiTdi ma mile 
sd'ng thap nhtf ngUdi Viet. Ndi tdm, stf hien 
dien cua ngUdi My, vdi mot van minh khac 
han van minh Viet Nam, c d m o t tac dong 
"pho trUdng" (demonstration effect) rat Idn. 

Ngoai ra, chinh quyen My ciing cd mot 
chinh sach nham anh hUdng Viet Nam ve 
mat van hoa. Ho cd nhiing chUdng hinh quy 
mo dUa cong chile Viet Nam di "quan sat" 
hay "tu nghiep" (further training); ho khuye'n 
khich sinh vien di du hoc d My, va cap cho 
sinh vien hang ngan hoc bdng. Va ngay tai 
chd, ho cd nhtfng chUdng trinh canh tan hda 
ky thuat lam viec va lam an ciia ngUdi Viet, 
trong lanh vUc cong ciing nhtf ttf. 

Sau mot thdi gian dai 20 nam (1954-1975) 
trtfc tie'p can thiep vao Viet Nam d mile cao 
dd, ngtfdi My da gay mot anh htfdng van hda 
rong va sau vao Viet Nam, khd xdahd dUdc. 
Ngay ca chinh quyen cong san, muo'n xda 
nhd anh htfdng My va ttf ban da that bai, dii la 
ho "each mang" va duy y chi de'n dau. Khong 
nhiing hg khong ddi thay dUdc ngtfdi Mien 
Nam vdi nhiing ddt "cai td xa hoi chii nghia" 
triet de va tan bao, ma chinh ho da bi "ddi 
mdi": tren thtfc te, ho bi loi cud^n va buoc 
phai theo loi sd^ng cua ngtfdi Nam nhi lm van 
hda Tay phtfdng va My. Ro rang la "chu 
nghia xa hoi" dang bi bie'n chat. Tien trinh 
nay dang tie'p di6n, cang ngay cang gia tang 
to'c do va cUdng do, va hau nhU khong dao 
ngtfdc hay chan dilng dUdc. 

• Chuyen Men van hoa la mgt tien trinh 
dai 
Dieu ma toi thay can ndi d day la toi la 

mot trong nhtfng ngtfdi da chiu tat ca nhtfng 
chuyen bie'n d tren, da hap thu van hda "cd 
truyen/ tioiyen thd^ng", qua sil giao due tiong 
gia dinh, rdi van hda chuyen tiep, qua tiian 
phu toi va trong thdi gian hoc trung hoc, rdi 
van hda Tay phUdng (PMp, Anh, Thuy Si) 
frong thdi gian du hoc d Au chau, va ro't cue 
van hda My, frong thdi gian lam viec tie'p xiic 
vdi ngUdi My va sinh so'ng d Bac My. 

ISChd dtfcfc huan luyen ve phtfdng phap hoc 
hoi khoa hoc, khach quan, toi da phan tich 
dUdc cai vd^n van hda cua toi, nhan ra dUdc 
cai gi to't, cai gi xa'u, cai gi nen gitf, cai gi nen 
bd. Do do, khong nhtfng toi da giS dtfdc cai 
vd'n van hda cua toi, nghia la cua ra't nhieu 
ngtfdi Viet khac ciing the' he toi, hay thuoc 
the' he gan giii toi nhS't, ma toi lai thu thap 
them dtfdc mSt so' kie'n thilc kha Idn va mot 
each tie'p can cac van de rat hien dai. Theo 
kinh nghiem rieng cua toi, stf kien tien da 
lam cho htfu hieu cua toi trong cong viec gia 
tang gap 10 Ian, frong khi toi van giii dUdc 
ban tinh "Viet Nam" cua toi. 

Ve diem fren day, toi cd mot sd̂  nhan xet, 
tat nhien la chii quan, nhtfng cd the giup ich 
cho nhtfng ai tim hieu nhtfng chuyen bie'n ve 
van hda ciia Viet Nam va tim kie'm cho Viet 
Nam mot con dUdng di van hda dtfa de'n phat 
trien nhanh chong va htfu'hieu. 

Toi nghl rang van hda ma toi mang frong 
dau toi ngay nay thtfc sil la ket qua cua mot 
qua tiinh chuyen bien keo dai trong fren hdn 
mot the'ky, khdi dau vdi nhtfng bie'n chuyen 
da anh htfdng den than phu toi. Ong ta sinh ra 
vao cud î Trieu Ttf Dilc, nhtfng lai dtfdc hap 
thu, va nhat la chiu hap thu, mot van hda ma 
hoi do cd tiae ndi la rat "tan tien", duy tan, 
nhUng dUdc coi la "cua Tay". Ong da khong 
sd lam nhtf vay se mang tie'ng la "theo Tay". 
Trong tinh than do ong da giao due toi. 
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khuye'n khich va co kha nang cho toi tie'n tdi 
tren mot con dUdng mdi, 6 cS'p trung hoc, roi 
5 cap dai hoc, cd cd hoi hap thu mot van hoa 
mdi va can thie't cho sU phat trien ciia da't 
nUdc. 

Phan khac, vi ciing da dUdc ha'p thu mot so' 
gia tri dao ly to't cua van hoa "co truyen/ 
truyen tho'ng", toi da khong nham mat than 
nhan tat ca nhiing gia tri ciia Tay phUdng, dac 
biet la cua My, cd tinh each qua trdn, nhu" doi 
hoi tu do ca nhan tuyet do'i, theo dudi Idi 
nhuan mot each dam me, chap nhan nguyen 
tac ai chet mac ai trong cuoc dau tranh sinh 
ton. NhUng trong cong cuoc hoc hoi, toi da 
than hiit dtfdc nhtfng gi quan trong nhiit ve 
phtfdng phap quan sat, sUu khao, phan tach, 
khoa hoc, khach quan, ttfdng tan, ndi tdm: 
mot each ttf duy va lam viec htfu hieu. Nhtfng 
dieu hay va td t̂, htfu ich, ma toi than lUdm 
dUdc ben Bd Song Seine, Song Thames, va 
Bd Hd Leman bd tuc, chd khong thay the, 
nhtfng dieu hay va td t̂, ma toi da hap thu dUdc 
ben bd Song Htfdng. 

6 day toi' ttfdng nen ndi them rang mot 
trong nhtfng yeu to' quye't dinh trong stf 
chuyen bie'n van hda cua toi la toi rat chiu 
khd hoc sinh ngtf, va nhd do, ndi rong dUdc 
tam nhin cua minh, hieu them cac van hda 
khac, vi sinh ngtf la chia khd a md ciia cho ta 
vao cac kho tang kie'n thiJc. Ve phtfdng dien 
nay, than phu toi, tuy thuoc the he 1880 ma 
cung da thay dung, cung nhtf ong da thay 
diing ran^ Toan hoc la chia khoa vao khoa 
hoc ky thuat. 

Toi nghi rang hanh trinh van hda tren day 
- t t f Dong sang Tay nhtfng khong de cho bi 
Tay hda hoan toan - la hanh trinh khong 
rieng gi ciia mot minh toi, ma ciia hang ngan 
hang van ngUdi Viet Nam khac cilng mot the' 
he vdi toi. Suy rong ra, ne'u sau 1975, sau khi 
hda binh trd lai, may van ngUdi da trai qua 
mot cuoc chuyen bien nhtf tren, la mot doi 
ngu rat dong vdi kha nang chuyen mon thuoc 
rat nhieu nganh, cd the la mot vd^n ky thuat 
Idn ddng gdp rat htfu hieu vao cong cuoc 
phat trien da't ntfdc neu ho dtfdng xil dung. 
Nhtfng, nii thay, lanh dao DCSVN da coi ho 

nhuke thu, hay mang trong toi, phai gat loai 
ra ngoai xa hoi hay trtfng tri, buoc ho phai bd 
xtf tro'n ra ngoai qud^c, va ddng gdp vao sU 
phat trien cua nhtfng ntfdc cho ho ctf tni thay 
vi cua xtf sd minh. 

Ddng thdi, vdi sU thie'u can bg ky thuat 
tram trgng du moi nganh, cong vdi sU Itfa 
chgn mot con dtfdng phat trien kinh te va mot 
he tho'ng van hda va gia tri ma kinh nghiem 
lich sil, dUdc Lien x6 va cac ntfdc cong san 
Dong Au minh chiing la phan phat trien vi nd 
la mot he thong "khep", lanh dao DCSVN da 
dua Viet Nam trd lai tiah trang cud'i Trieu Ttf 
Dfle, nghia la boi xda di hdn 100 nam kinh 
nghiem ve phat trien, dtfa dan tgc Viet Nam 
trd lai mot con dtfdng tat nghen. 

Tuy nhien, may thay, linh trang ngay nay 
cd mot diem khac tinh trang thdi Ttf Dtfc: d 
thdi dd ca Vua va Trieu dinh l ln gidi si phu, 
deu ra stf c dap phanh, trong khi dan chiing chi 
ddng mot vai trd thu dong. Ngay nay, chinh 
quyen vSn ra stfc dap phanh manh, nhUng 
dan chiing lai dap gaz manh hdn. Kinh 
nghiem lich sil cho thay rang trong dieu kien 
do, tinh trang se thay ddi, va chinh sach va 
each xil stf ciia lanh dao DCSVN cd me 
mugi, duy y chi den dau, cung khong can 
dUdc trao Itfu tie'n btfdc ciia dan tgc Viet 
Nam. 

ISIhtfng gi da ndi d tren ciing cho ta tha'y 
rang thay ddi van hda khong phai la mot viec 
cd the lam trong chd'c lat dtfdc: ttf Bd Song 
Htfdng den Bd Ho Leman toi da mat hdn 30 
nam. Phan khac, thay ddi van hda khong theo 
y mud'n cua minh dtfdc, ma nd theo mot tie'n 
-trinh dai hoac ngan tiiy phtfdng thtfc ap dung 
dung hay sai: neu dung, nd cd the nhanh hdn 
va giiip cho da't ntfdc phat trien nhanh hdn; 
ne'u sai thi chung ta se di vdng quanh, hay te 
hdn ntfa, se di ngtfdc lai trd ve khdi diem hay 
xa hdn nffa ve htfdng tut hau. Tinh trang Viet 
Nam ttf 1975 den nay la mot minh chtfng ciia 
stf tihilc nay. 

Ottawa, thang 10,2002 
M Ton That Thi^n 
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