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I. I have been asked to speak on the problems of Southeast
Asia. I have spent enough yesars studying these problems to
rea]iﬂ@ thaf they are numerous and complex, and it would be

245 of me Lo want to cover them all in a few dozen

Su, I shall only make & few observations and share wilth you
a few personal reflezicons on the theme: Duuhhﬁaﬁt Asia was bhe
ob ject of international rivalvy and conflict in the past, and it
is the object of intermnaticonal cooperation and aid in the
Rl nt. For the future, no one among ws would be foolish enough
T : that he male dutely correct predictions, bul we
cart make a few educated gu 5

On the past, there is no need to say much because all Asians
of the present genevabion know at least the broad historical
facts. More particularly, all have felt the bitterness resulting
from the experience of the deep humiliation caused by Lhelm
countries’s incapacity bo stop the tide of big power imperialism.
I say big_powser and not western because the impervalists included
Asian powers also.

Herwe ce dncapacity to resist foreign military agoresion is
only one major cause of Asia’s humiliation. Ancother one is the
backward state of its sconomy and the abject poverty of its
peoples, both the resalt of oubdated institutions and especially
outdated thoughts which prevented previous genevations from
meeting the neesds of modern btimes.

The countries of Southeast Asia shared these two major
weaknesses wibth the rest of Asia. A8 a result, they became
victims of foreign covetousness. Dince there we many
imperialist powers, bthe Soubtheast Aszian countries becams the
cbhjects of the rivalrvy of these powers. Rivalry and the desire of
universal hegemonism led b flict. Thus, the wanbries of
Soubheast Asia became bthe obje of international conflicts.
That is & situabtion whioch characterises the history of Southsast
Asia in the last one hundred fifty years.

The result of the rivalry and conflict between imperialist
power s both western and Asian —~ 18 that Houthesast Ssia was
divided. Until World War I1 the division wi among the three mailn
western imperial powers: Grealt Britain, France, and Holland.
During World War 11 the BEuropean powers wers displaced by Japan.
Sfter World War 11 the new hegemony seebkers were the Soviet Union
and the United Stabes.

The Soviet-fAmerican vivalry plun
state of great bturme Tor four decad C1EdE-18385, It
destabilised the area, caused tuwrbulence and in : therebhy
slowing down the development of the region. The @a which
suf fered most was Indochina. The dwvalupmﬁnt sspecially the
@acoriomil o development, of the Indochiness countriss practically
frozey, and this 5 obviously the rwault uf their being caught
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in the Soviet-dmerican fight for hegemony: they sufffered war,
devastation and disorganisation. Vietnam was the worsht victim of
this situabic

The le o to be drawn from the above situation is that,
for economic development -~ the main condition of all obher
developments ~ a country needs peace and a peaceful international
envivonment, and this, for a long period of times. Withowt this
cordition, rapid and substantial development is impossible.
carnt illustrate this truth by comparing the situation of Viet
and the two obther Indochinese countries with that of the rest of
Southeast Asia in regerd to income per head and growbh rabe.

Southeast Asian countries
Income per head 19390
im USRS &%

" e

Countries I ome

Dingapore 1&,5?1
Malaysia 2,000
Thai l and 1,19

Indonesia K
L& 180
Viebnam 175
Cambodi a 110

BOURCE: A , 8 April 1991

It would be interssting to bave an idea on how well
Soubtheast dsian countries fare compared to nlhwr countries
tin US $r: Japan: 22,8973 USaA:r 21,1167 Canada: 20, 199; Germany:
17,115 France: 17,0305 ]iw]yu iq,UJu, Wk 14,6755 Australias
16,050 MNew Z@axmndn 11,”&1; Hongkongs: 10,93%9; Taiwan: 7,930 &
South BEoreas 9, 2687 Sri Lanbksas 407 Chinas 23255 Indias SEC"

Fakistan: 305; Burma: 275,
¥

Im terms of economic growth, the annuwal rates for 1930 are
as follows: Thailand: 10 % Malaysias 9.3; Singapore: 8.3;
ITndonesias 73 Fhl]?ﬁp]nﬁb: 33 acss s Gy Vietrnam:s 2.4 Cambodiar O
z ratbe for obher Asian counbyis ares Bangla Desh: 5.8
Chinas S Honkong: 2.3 India: 53 Pakistan: 5.2 Taiwan: 5.3
Burma: 7.4 S.Forea: 8.6

IT. HWith the sxception of Vietnam, the good situation
en joved by obther § sian countri i surely going to
jmprmve Wwith the new international situation. This situation is a
subject by itself and cannot be discussed fully heve. Only
Lh@ three most decisive developments shouwld retain ouwr attention.

13 The situation of hard international confrontation is
being veplaced by & situation of real international peaceful
coexistencse and cooperation. Most people date this situation from
the historic Bush- Fhachey meeting at Malta on December 9, 1989
but in fact, the international detente really started with the
atill move historic Shanghail Communigue of February 28, 13972
The Boviet Union is in a state of very serious oris
- siderably weakened, and is no longer capable of
a glaobal, or even a regional, hegemonist, or even
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confrontational, policy. The Soviet Union will need time, and
considerable foreign aid, or rvather capitalist aid, - if it can
get it in the amount neseded - in ovder to vedress its disastrous
situation.

The applies to the United States sl be
AT S0 i luddir the spe taaulmr LA in the Persian
K War, the aAmeric A giant is no longer a true giant becas 7
its economy ol of shape, and the ity will meed two to

» bhe nec zary structuwral changes to

as an ungquestionable world economic leading

riat

For the above reassons, both the United States and the Soviet
Union will need peace and 8 peasceful international envirvonment,
for a long time ~ 0 years or more —, bto sort owldb thelr internal
problems. They will therefors refrain from embarking on any
adventurist scheme abroad, and in addition, will see to it that
o small nation will disturb this peaceful envivonment, either by
refraining from encouvaging o supporting regional conflicts, or,
it necessary, by intervening to prevent suwuch conflicts.

321 The most important festwe of the modern time is the
increasingly acoelerating pace of scientific and technological
progress. (o btake full advantage of this devel opment, pe 2 and
peaceful international envivonment are necessary. On the obher
hand, one of the consequences of the development of science and
technology wibth 1l$ vast potential for improving people’s lives
i bthe demand of p : sz all over the world for & fair share in
the benefit of this dwvulnmenL and this 1s possible only with
greater demooracy. There will be therefore incressing pressure
evarywhere for more democracy. And the governments will have less
reason bo bhlock this process because the development of science
and technology @will make it possible to increase the size of the
G considerablyy thus, those who have can be given more
Wwithout raeducing the share of those who ;

The consequence of the tThrese major dwvw1npmeﬁtn descrilbed

that the United Stetes and the Sovieb Unio ol iged
verournoe all thoughts of pursuing a s ¢ Ak atdon
ard world hsgemony, bury the oold war, and mdan Lrabegy of
peace and « peration. &t the same btime, the two sy
also cooperate to spread true democracy throwghout the
They would even bring pressuwre to bear on all gove rnmpntu Lo
practice broader de sratisation becawse they nesed & peacs
international envivonment throughout the world. For this,
political stability throughout the world e necessary, and true
gemnooracy is a condition of this stability. Of course, they will
tave to help the e 3n0miﬁﬁ11y W k conarthries o accelerate btheilr
economi o devel opment bhe : anh material existence -
adeguats food, clobthing, rhﬁl#ﬁ Eho. .. ~ is also & condibtion of
political stability.

a4

ITI. The above international developments will naturally
have very beneficial effects for Southeast Asia. This arsa will
ceass to be an object of vivalrvy and conflict, and become an
luly] of international oooperation and aild. Indeed, this process
m]ltmd began in 1975, with the withdrawal of all American troops

i »1mlnmm. However , in fact, the decision was made by
ident Nixon with the proclamation of his Guam doctrine in
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June 1971 and concretised in the Shanghal Communigue in February
1972,

That was what happened on the Amervican side. On the Boviet
sive, the world witnessed a period of wild hegemony seesking and
con fromt milnn by Brezhnevy, whioch marked by the vigorous
Dacking of Morth Viebtnam in it 2 to sesk tobal vicbory and
cpen up Indochina to Boviet penetration fintroduction of qHs]vi
military advisers bto Vietnam, stablishment of Soviet air,
and missile bases at Haiphong, Danang, Cam Fanh Bay). The Pf‘a"l
af th policy was a rupture of the baland of power; a bhalance
that iz ne *Caarf or bhe maintenance of and tranguilliby
in Southe

: i'“'l....-. A w

It should be noted in this connection that the kind of
Forvard pmliay practised by Yiebpnam and the Soviet Union
described above was not favoured by China pr@rnme1 beoaus
deﬁLrqud the “alan g oof power in Soubtheast A
of instability and turmodl which made the maiﬁt*nanr@ of &
p$4u@rul env1runment impossible. However, tk? Hanoi leasders,
: ldened by Boviet support, ignorved China’s advice for
moderabion, went on o a full scal 'ffen51v@ o tobal wictory.
With massive Soviet aid, North Vietnam achieved gmal o f
military wictory in wi@Lmam then embarked on oa i
adventure in Laos and aﬁp&mlally Cambodia. In the mrﬁ
got bhem

e il
m“d WaS & Souros

e bthey
Ives mived in a disastrous situation - economio
and diplomatic dsclation - which is still with them

Brezhnevian hegemomni s
conshtituted a threat to Bouthe

t oand confrontational policy

st Asia, and, incidentally, to
China also. It made this area the ject of international rivalvy
and conflict again. Even China was drawn in as a res
Hamnodi dinvasion of Cambodia. Hanod had the active Muppnrt
Soviet Union, which was conorebi d by the sconomic integ:
of VMietnam into the Doviet bloo (Dome 1} in s ] i
the Soviet-Viebtnam Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation of 3
Mowvemnbe ’s"

the Southe Azmia countries members of ABEAN had
: order o pre A ER Lh& alance of foroes, with the

.;king of China and the United States and the European

nmnity . They also had to defend the principle of the sanctity

of nations, especially of small nations, against absorpbtion or

domination, especially by forcs, by strongery ones.

The continuwation of the Cambodian conflict highlights the
gmergence of a new threat to Soubtheast Asia at the moment when
the period of uuﬁffﬁrudt}nﬁ baetweenrn the superpowers is drawing to

& M Jor o af this conflict can be briefly

ST E mf CHOWERY G0 Oy amEnt Dy & SUDEeY poOwer,
and an 1noory e pesmnent of the international situation and of
history by the Hanol leaders who tried o revive what the rest of
mankind wishes to bhury — war qnﬁ cmnfroﬁtatiwn - becauss it wants
to get on with the more constructive task of buwilding a new
peaceful world with maximum develupment for the benefit of all as
its goal.

Sesn against this background, the Cambodian conflict ~ the
attenpt of & stronger nation to subjugate a smaller Pnation - is
an anachronism. Forbunately, it the last convulsion of a world
that is dying and that is being veplaced by a betbter one. For the

-




spob, the last host

B toof
situation will soon be ended bhecause the

moment, Cambodia 15 still a hot

" 3 Ausia. But this
powers ~ including all the five members of the United Mations
surity Council - have agreed to join their efforts to settle
the matter pesacefully and comprehensively in order o clear the
way Tor the full emergence of a new world.

Im this process, Southeast Asia is again becoming the object
af international oo sy ation and aid. e very weloons
devael opment which the efforts of variows leader
veglion since the 13960s to build an organisation — ABES
cooperation in the furtherance of peace and development.

This organisation has been the object of misunderstanding
from many quarters. Until the mid-1970s China had strong mistrust
of it, thinking that it was a military instrument of the western
powers, especially of the United Stat « The United States did
mot like it muoch beoaus it tried to maintain a certain
detachment while the Americans were Tully esngaged in war in
itetrnam., The Soviet Union, which sought to exclude China and the
1ited Btates from the region, sought to sway 1t and bring it
into dits ovbit.

For a time, from 1967 (date of the {foundation of the
crganisation? to 1985 ddate of the smergence of Gorbachevy), the
situation wea L mfortable one for ABEAN. But the tuat i omn
has now sased considerably as & result of the international
odes i b e OIVE .

1, bhe Yiet
exczh o ADEAM:

invasion of Cambodia in
! invasion has reinforoed
ASEANT s internal oo sion. The members this organisation,
soared by the show of foroe of & milit socialist state,
overcame their misgivings to band together move olos
politically whereas until then they bhad always btaken care
astress entially sconomic nature of Vo gani

i political integration is certainly itive
devel opment for ABEAN, as it makes this organi sty onger as
I of peace and stability in Asi and al the world.

ALEAN row & large blog of oohesive nat s, the big

irnclined to try bo bhring it under their
wer tempted to do this would have to take into
¥ ti of this bBloo as well as that of the other
ray, which canmot afford o ses this big bloo fall under the
contyal of any power.

The members of ABEAN are known o have wished theiv reglon
Lor become & Z0FPFAN of Feace, Fresdom, and Neubralityl.
Their ohano cf better than sver. This is
all the m DA, ; 2 all the big powsers have
macle it o ar bthat the =L sl b vespect b integrity of
this organisation and are prepaved to cooperate with 1t in the
furtherance of peace, stability, and economic progress in the
ECYL I .

The increasing oohesion and strength of ABEAN, and the
vecognition of this fect by all powers, are no doubt among the
i positive developments in Asia, and indeed, in the world, in
recent yvears. THis augurs well for fthe futurs, especially in view
of the increasing recognition that the XXI centuwry will be ths
century of asia 1 Facil fic. Since the members of ABEAN have

TOHNE DT &Y & ecoming "tigers” — i.e. nations endowed with
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a remarbkable dynamism
cariwét%s =, we should e
i s oof bhe Asian-F
ze.  The only escepbtion is
which will have to be told separately.
The fubuwrse of Southeast Asia is n
o f Japr : atlow 1 looming lavger
Sowth ﬂhviguﬁly, precluded from
abroad militarily, yelt determined to g
affairs, and, in addition, pushed by the
afmis power but mesbting i
wape, Japan is bound to look

and en joying VETY
ot o this region b
acdi fic

at Sotithees

raegion on which it can best project its power.

move natural as the countries of this v
technology, and still more, Japanese
development needs.

However, Japan encounters a major h
af this gion entertain mistrust
¥ Cintentions and are resentful
methods: the memory of Greaber [
still present in many minds.
uwnoomforbable abt the way in which the Jap
carve Tor themselves & lion's
Southeast Asia. So, here, there is
and in any Case { uneasine
hrawe tried b Lo Soth
but the iabs.

Aot n Pt just
Bocialist Vistnam, where bthe ls
pursus a harvd line policy
confrontation in favour of
proclaimed their
Ybin o will beat whom" - d.e, bto prove
capitalism ~ « And they have &
enemies: bhs ﬁm@ri AITE WETE, ar
"imperiali 2 vhoon L;n}nnq z
Chiness were HnL11 st long ag cun”1dmr

gue Wwith the imperialis § Wy,
ger reliable brothers butb
"braitors"” -~ as Gorbachev has bee
the CPY Central Commitlbes.
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The pursuit of the above mentioned havd-line policy has led
Vismbrnam to a disatrous situation characterised by economic

paralysis dhd ﬁmumul), amd political and
Mistrmam on o band,  and
stance re in t i
Band., This s Sooialil Vietrnam a o
Southeast Azia. Do long as Yietrnam i
bo outdated ideas and objectives; the Sou
cannot fesl at ease, get on wlth nﬁrma}
their full attention, snergies
sconami s development for the :
Thi=s situation may change Fhwrn
poth from inside and from outside
ing the necesssary chang will e
e of The DFY.
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FPostscript
This paper was written on the eve of the VII Congress, dus
ton bake place on June &6 £ It was hoped then that changes would
e made at this b change war e made, that would
e a positive d e ared 1 > Asla would becoms fully
an obhject of international ! i and aid.
Mowewer , n gegl &t bhe
& . A b of o : radical o
meral Mail Chi Tho, the ohi of security, were re
slithureaw, bubt the newly elected bureaw, headed by Do Muoi,
Tfivmed its "whwavering determination” to puwrsue "purs”
Mav wism-lLeninism, and to reject all thoughts of ad
pluralism o of Qiving up monopoly of control of the State
sonisty by the sl st Parbty. Thi at;
at laas officially, even after the collap: of commuand in the
SQoviet Undon. 1Y dis not olesr at this btime (September 1991 how
long the Viebtnamese communilst leadership will be able to maintain
this hard Line.

o f
arid
Bitude remained wunchanged,

Haiman, July 1991
Mot real, September 1991

tTelk et the Center of Boutheaxé Axian Hiudies of Hainan
Uniwversity, July Iz2i)
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