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(ORVY , as opposed to the Stats

Vietnam, or Soubth Vietnam, following the Genesva Conference

s Hrnown popul ar

as the Vietminh, and after 1954

Communist Vietnam, by

Yietnam s confrontation

with the tnited State

i

"

Howsver, sinceg the Vistrnamess ommunists viewed the struggle

chey waged against what they called the My-Diem {(US-Diem) after
1954 sz a continuwation of their struggles against imperialism, ths
policy and the strategy they adopied were z continuation of their

pre-1%54 policy and strategy, that is the policy and strategy

they had adopted ageinst the French from 1945 to 1954, OF course,

I’u

the Americans were nobt exactly like the French, and this was duly

i
“fe

taken into consideration by the leaders of the Communist Party o

™
b}

Vietnam (OFW. & number of refinemsnts wers conssgquently added

.
What kind of

with the Fresno

in ming the bhasic

thoroughly indoctrinated by Ho Chi Minh, who from the moment he
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mmdri sm in 1920 until in 19469 had

consistently maintained that he was an unconditional bhelisver in
Lenin and in Leninilsm.

What does being an wnoconditional Leninist mean? This is a
vy orucial guestion, and the correct answsr Lo it would be a
cordition o wunderstanding Viebnamsss Communist policov.
For a Communist to accept Leninism unconditionally is to rencunce
nationalism and to accept world revolution as the strategic als
of his life. These are the two most ioportant rules laid down by

L.enine whe

Bolshevik

Bolshevik
i%iv%,. Thes
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HEolshevik

and strict

The
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demnorati
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Ho Chi

n o he establ =ian professional revoloutionary

party in 19035, and then the world profes

revalutionary party, the Communist International, in

2 rules were snforced a main festure of a

pairty 18 acceptance of iron di b memnbers
entoroement of such dis by the party.

Communist International was organised exactly on the
Lhe party. It was considersd an

rnal revolutionary army directed by a genesral staff, and

&1 Dommuni st parties were only national ssctions of

. Strategic decisions were made by the general statf,
cive Commitites of the Communist International (ECOCI:,
sorvhe ol ] By Russians: the national sesctions were to

these decisions unconditionally in the name of
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unconditional asceptance of Leninism that the strategic political

1@ VMistnamese Communis

independesnce was only a tactic
clearly in the resolutions of the UFV.

However , tThe

the French, the whole world, and especially the Vietnamese

peoaple,believe that fthey werse primarily nabtionalists fighting

., to generate confusion in peopls’s sinds regarding their real

obisctive. As & resulit peopls

national independence — for their real bub

astrategic comnunism and world revolution.

This was ondition for success i bhsir
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and Vo Nguven Siap was
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of Vietrnam (FPAVNY until 1975, Truong Chinh was the foremost

7, bul he has becoms betlter kErnown becsuse he was the

commander of
Bien Fhu, was more glanouwrous and more sager to talk to the

Hig twd basic works ars

T Truong  Chinh,  "The resistance will win®™ in Belsched
Writinos, Hanoi, Fors

5
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strategy in the ordinary Dlausewitzian sense, and one in the

revoloubtionary Len =2 Truong Chinh

detined strategy

in & glwven wart,
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use direct
the snemy,
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low at

ne main snemy here was identitisd as Y"the Frenoh

5%, and afbter 1930, the American imperialists.

i s
laim that in thelr approsch to war, they alwavs sought to
apply Mardism—Leninism’, that is dialectics, to military theory.

In this gialsctical approach, war 1s Just one part of revolubion.

Wer 1w armed struggle, and armed struggle is only orne form of

And armed strugole and

the path chartered Dy Harl
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political struggle are two forms of revolutionary shtruggls of

squal importance and constitute an integrated whole. Depending on

A S

the situation, war or politics will be the dominant form used

1
H

agailnst the maln snemy. Bul war s never sen

3

i
0

ated from politics,
and politics is never separated from war. In the DRV 's
dialectics, war is politics by obthsr means, and politics is war

by obher msans, btwoe forns of

directed at the carefully
identified maln snemy.

Lastly, i+ to the CPY lesaders war is Jjust one part of

revolution, the Vietnamese revoluftion is an integral part of

Feneral Giliap, has in the past

™ § ¥

well as the present contributed to the common cause of world

i

front of the

H

ravorlution', and, he added, it is in the fors
struggle of the world against imgerisliam“nﬁ This, wa can ses
clearly, 1s guite in keeping with the OPY'se policy stemming from
their wunconditional accepltance of Leninism.

Citing Lenin’s viesws about Jjust wars and about the necessity
of involving the masses, the CPV lsaders decided from the start

thelr a war would be s war of

g

that iberation, a revolutionary
war , and people’s war. What doss all that msan’

8 war of liberation would obviously aim at the achisvemsnt

of national indepesndenoce. Howsver ,there was

Mo Ohi Minh had suffered great poverty and humiliation in his
hred for French colonialism.

This halbred s intensified and sytended as a result of his

o~

. Vo Nguyen Giap,

=tnam, Hanol, EBEditions en




Ho  wanted nob

bring down the

Lernimism, he weni

to take an active part, sven & vanguard

rols, in the fFight

and he constantl

=0 upon Yollowsrs that

duty of doing their ubtmost to snswre the sucoess of this mission.
I have stress

ar Vietrnam

have bheen aware of arsual

_,
i
5
ifi
o
(H
o
8
i
i
i

aniftestation of Vieinamess intense

arce then ag

the United Btates, and

Taticism.

airs of the war, vat Mo oand his followers did seemed to
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e oa nationalist revolution whose aim was the achievemesnt of

Wi by Ho dualism in

their p

pf thes dictatorship of the prole iat, bub 1t was

to secure the of Fighting the French superior forces

when the Communists

that is the bhroade
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Aim. Fealization of this aim was 1




the second stage, when victory over the French had been asswred.
Meantime, the CPV proclaimed that their aim was the

achievensnt of & national demooratic revolution — that is

._!..

tional indegpendernce and bowgeols demoocracy — through the
defeat of French colonialism, and nothing more. They were, as

many of thelr defensors asserted, "mationalist first, communist

» ang all Ho Chi Minh wanted was the national independence
of Viebnam. Thus, by keeping the Uommunist flag in resesrve and

waving only the mationalist flag, and appearing as radical

they
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the nationalist movement afber the French lseft the
non=-Dommuni st nationalists no obther cholce than taking up arms,

ich means jolning the

grngaged in the fighting. e peonle’s war, the

form of war favouwrsed by General Giap and the OFY leadership.

In Pegple’s War, Feople’s Aroy General Gilap said that “"the

ard

!’{‘

most precise and the most complelile answer” Lo the guestion ask

1

7 . .
their war of liberation was a people’'s war'. The term "people’ s
war” doss not convey the full meaning of the Vigtnamese term

ran_dan., which means a war in which the whole

population and the ftotality of this population s energiss and

resources arse committed, thalt is tobs

i wa

o
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Liberation revolutionary people’'s war was the conceptusl

e

foundation of the war wagesd by MNMorth Vietnam. hNow, from the

. Giap, La gusrre de AL
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abroad. These wers offsst by seven weak points, which were: 13

wrtionary war, 2} internal division, 3 low morale of

the troops, 4) waging & war of aggression, 3 having many enemiss

and +ew &1 exhausted finances and economy, 71 lack of
mar—-oower and scattering of the French forces throughout the

Fremnch LUnion.,

The Vietnamese had four weak points: 1) scarcity and ooor

Z2ra small and poorly trained army, 37 low

level of military wrganisation, and 4 weak propaganda abroad.

"Ci

But these wers compensated by five strong points: 1) waging a
2y ounity among the people, 3 high morale of the

fighting on one’s own soll, and 35 having many allies.
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Chinh pointed out fthat on the one hand France had more weak

points than stromg points, and most o i ts stron i L WEr e

L one

military ones, while

it

T
5

and on the obhe fundamental

i

Framo, Wi

whersas France s would be bthus

inh concluded: YFrom

the strategioc point of view, we must prolong the war; bub in

Lo
L.

actiocal cint

Lo

5

@very indlvidual campaign and from the i of view, we

1o

must achisve guick resuliis. He argueds:

it owe prolong the war, our grow stronger, the
ey Foro i becomns wea ! Yo Lo mo Al
TE CHTIER « their already poor finances wil

more we Fight, the more united owe

alre

o
3
ot
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ome still wor

The resistance will win',
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people at home will be, and the more the world democratic
ovemsnt will Julnln

i i
e,

On the obther hand, he saids

o more %h@ s hts, the mors the anti-war and
democratic mmvémmﬁ¥ i "'dnLE will hold him back; the rising
ravolutionars C i the Frenoh C;lﬁﬁlﬁm wWill obiigs
him to gpread i3 ;o oand he will himself be in a
oosltion of lmm}atwun it the intermational arena’

Soy, Truong Chinh concluded, to defeat the French

onged, and we aubts hav
il be our bes trat i
our resistance o th

Phlg owar must be prol
arn our side - fime w
determinsd Lo puwrsues

a mixture of drawing from

-

owing +trom Mao Tss-tung,

for Truong Chinh was & gresat admirer of Mao (His name is a

marchn®y and the firFst

oehks were translations of

the DRV s concept of orolongsd

i threse stagess: 1) defensive stages: 2
astagse of sguilibrium of forces: 7 staoce of general counter-—
ST ag o S0l L1Dri um O [ = . Tader or Jgenara COLN h

offensive. There is no ssht fimg for the passage from one stage to
the mest. Depending on fthe situation, ong may even slide from one

stage back Lo Lhe previous one.

chie analogy with basebsll, ws

leadership would try to sstablish what we could call first base,

gsecond bhase, and third base. First base will be the guerilla

et s

base, located in some unacoeEssible place deep in Jungles far away

from the cities and the roads. There they will remain albsolubely

e
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invulnerable. But if the guerillas do not have popular support,
they can be holed wup in this first base indefinitelyv. This is
what happened to Ho Ohi FMinh and his few companions betwsasn 1944
and 1948, Fham Van Dong, & close companion of Ho and prime
minister of Morth Viebtnam $from 1946 Lo 1935, disc)

spesch in 1948 thet during the previous vears,

"lacked a popular bhasse", Ho had to live in damp

&=
parts of the Jjungle, in tobtal discomfort and insescurity, alwavs
to omove at a few minubtes’ notice at the slightest alarm

i grial . in these conditions there was little hope of defeating

[ .

Lhe French.

However i+ the gusrillas could win popular support, they
q . f ¥ Hy 4 K

oy

would have a second base — food, recruits, intelligence, safe

viding -, and theilr chances of winning are greatly imoroved. This

i

smotional foclitical ammunition they needesd. In this cas this

m

vsal in September 1947 to

q
%

ammunition was France ' s @t imite

rx

woulod happen 1F the French provided them with the first class l
|

soam gone ame sves teed [t S . PN S soos sove raed seea sree puve ases JUT— dees ws e f s Y e g e s oo, oo daea o I

conceds immedl ate inhaependance & v ity Lo Vietnam to other |

Yighnamsse natiomalist groups compebting with Ho for popular
allegiance. Yebt, the sstablishosnt of this sscond Dase Dy itself

was not enough for Ho and his forces to defeat the French. They

did mot have snough means, sspecially sodern weapons in large

gquantities, for mournting large scale opsrations against the
Fremnch forges. The bhest Ho couwld obtain was a stalesmate.

In order Lo defeal the French decisively, Ho would nesd to

establish bthird base by having acogss to a big powsr with common

W
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borders with Vistnam « bhos peovidisg He and his men with an

utaly

atis

.,
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safe sanctuary

support and massive milit QU ed
1949, when the Chinese Communist forces, after defeating the
Chinese Netionalist foroces decisively, reached Vistnam s borders.

With the esstablishment of third base, Ho could now move into the

third stage, go on the counter—offensive from 1930 onward and

defeat the French decisively at the batitle of Dien Bien FPhu in

May 1904. Without this third base, such a vichtory would h fesn

]
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topic of this lecture concerns only policy and strategy. Butb
have to say something aboul this aspect now because it provides

the main connechtion with the DRV = controntation with the United

CFY leaders was that of

-

I+ the strategy adopted by the
prolongsd war, the ftacitics fLhay favowsd was
attacks. By applving the tactics of lightning tactics, said
Truong Chinh, "we can destroy the enemy ssctor by sector®, and
"aftter many battles, the enemy’ forces will be weakened and

demoralised, while ow forces will increase and ow fighters’

17 e . . .
morale will be strengthened”. ™ This tactics reguirss constant
offensives in all steges of the war, and a multiplicity of
sumiltaneous small attacks in all thestres of war. The puwpose of

this is to exploit the sain weskness of the enemy, his lack of

man-—-power , force him to disperss his forces and prevent him from

J-" o~ g
2 Ecrits, p.109.
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pratically svery major statemsnt by the CFY leaders since 1960,
before as atter 1975, OF course, these leaders also used the
slogan "chong My cun nuoc” (Fight the UE to save the country),

onsunition and aimed at the

T
Yot
I
!:
| r

but this was more for interns

Vietnamese population in

j
ot
i

=gard to the Sow fhad to oonvinoe

-
-
!"l

comrades, who wWere unsa ving to face the American
giant,that accomplishing their historic mission was perfectly
possible. He told them that if they persisted in their efforits,
thig Americans would be defeated in the end because their attitude
at the Geneva Conferesnce in Laos (May 19&61-Julvy 19462 proved that
their determination to hang on to Indochinag had obviously
weakened., He was referring to the U.E. ' acceptance of an

agresment on Laos olearly favourable to the Communist side, and

gspecially to the fact thaelt Aversll Harriman, the chief U.5.

solution similar to the Laobtian

govarnmant including Communists.

i

stematic manipulatilon

£

arother refinement of policy was the

of Amsrican public opinion through the media and diplomacy. This

was done in variouws wavs. the most important one of which was the

inflicting of heavy casualties on the American forces and the

e
H

staging of spectacular military as well as political opesrations

which they knsw would be dramatizsd by the dmerican media and
would have a demoralizing and divisive effect on the Hmsrican

sublic. They also plaved on fthe Smerican jJouwrnalists’ desire $or
(= = : 3

prestiges by admitting ceritain of them to Morth Viesbnam very
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anti-war activists -.Mieczyvslaw Maneli, forose head of the Folish

delegation to the International Control Commisszion in Vietnam,

rt
-
it
n

-

d some interesting anecdotes on this in his memoirs. in
particular the North Vietnamese propagsnds organs used the

converted prisonsrs of war directly, of put them in touch with

Smeridcan Jjowrnalists to have the latd

i
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raelay their messages. In

Thu VYao Nam, L= Duan had this instrusction to the

i
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commanders in the Bouth: "Takes as many émerican prisonsrs as
e purpose was natuwally to work on them, convert
them and wse them to influsnce American opinion.

Lastly, the OFY would play on the desire of people who

roourad the ambition of plaving a key role in restoring peace
Lo Vietnam. Mal Yan Bo, North Vietnam' s ambassador in Paris, who

was in charge of the first contacts with Henry Fissinger

told in his memolrs how for months he syvstematically plaved on

..,...
ot
[nd
g

—t
i

issinger s ambition of being first man fto have made direct
contact with the Norith Vistrnamese, to draw him into a begging
asture and forocs the United States to negotiate from & position

14

of weakness, in addition to i

prominent peopls:; Senator Mobovern, general de

Harper mmd ﬁuw

"

H - ; - .

. Sees Mai Van Bo,
[ +

Tomatic Fernsive and
Zuat Ban Thanh Pho Ho Chi
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wanted & compromiss

negotiations

i mans: secret

public negotiation

Hi

1

we go oon with the war”. ™ S0, now, instead of two,

feronts -
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converging on & clearly identifisd

]

My—Thiewl. Thi=s appellation

et of the strategy was

through & prolonged war, then

pff bhe South Vietnamesss government and army in a

1979,

and
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The situation changed furndamentally

There were activists

who wanted U. 5. dissngagemsnt, and engaged

in maneuvers to influence Amsrican public opinion as well as the

SGodministration in that

ion to Me Ddem, forcing him Lo adopt tough unpopular

Tong run, will cumulativemsnt cause him

Y. Thizg legd to his overthrow and chaos in

condition for an insugent movement to

ermined bid for powsr.

The most i the change coowing on the

g From 1940 onward. The Soviedb Union and China

ified their policiess. Mosoow, although reluctantly, allowsad

the CPY Lo resumse the war in the South o condition that the

srale would be carefull alation into a

ieral war. China encoouwraged and

i3
i
o

supported North

Yietnam, th This Dhase was

L
o~
f

strangthened considerably when Ehrushochey was overthrown in

arnd replaced by Breshnev, who

isgtnam, &t a time when thse anti wers intensifvyving
their action in the United States. This crested the ideal
conditions for a Morth Vistnamess sucocessful inswrgenoy.

OfF cowrse, Morth Vistrnam’'s vig ibhile largely

Decause the OFY lesaders were fanatics who were prepared to make
the YVistnamese people oay any price for such a vichory. How high

this price was, happening

control of the whole country in 1975, It

r

poverty hardship, and despailr becauses the country, devastated and




crippled by long vesrs of

this is another long story
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